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FOREWORD 


The  twenty-seventh  meeting  of  the  Central  Committee  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  was  held  in  the  Kongresshalle,  Berlin  (West),  11-18  August  1974. 

Worship  was  prepared  in  collaboration  with  the  local  Preparatory  Committee 
sponsored  by  the  Ecumenical  Council  of  Berlin.  The  opening  service  of  euchar- 
istic  worship  was  held  in  the  Kaiser-Wilhelm-Gedachtniskirche  and  the  closing 
service  in  the  St  Mathai  Kirche.  An  act  of  worship,  sometimes  including  Bible 
study,  was  held  each  day  in  the  plenary  of  the  Central  Committee,  led  by 
members  of  the  Committee  or  of  local  churches. 

On  Thursday,  15  August,  there  was  a  celebration  of  the  Orthodox  Liturgy  in 
the  Russian  Orthodox  Cathedral,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day  partici¬ 
pants  were  given  an  opportunity  to  attend  a  Roman  Catholic  Mass  in  the 
Maria  Regina  Martyrum  Church. 

On  Wednesday,  14  August,  participants  attended  a  reception  given  by  the 
Senate  of  Berlin  in  the  Charlottenburger  Schloss,  and  on  Sunday,  18  August, 
the  Evangelical  Landeskirche  in  Berlin-Brandenburg  held  a  reception  in  the 
Kongresshalle  in  the  context  of  a  television  programme  in  which  some  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Central  Committee  participated.  The  hosts  also  entertained  the  Central 
Committee  to  a  performance  of  the  Mass  in  B  minor  by  J.S.  Bach  in  the 
Kaiser-Wilhelm-Gedachtniskirche  as  well  as  to  a  Chamber  Concert  in  the 
Charlottenburger  Schloss. 

The  chairing  of  the  meeting  was  shared  between  Dr  M.  M.  Thomas  and  Miss 
Pauline  M.  Webb. 
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OPENING  ACTIONS 


I.  Opening  worship 

The  opening  service  of  worship  was  held  in  the  Kaiser-Wilhem-Memorial  Church 
at  10  a.m.  on  Sunday,  11  August  1974. 

II.  Call  to  order 

The  twenty-seventh  meeting  of  the  Central  Committee  was  called  to  order  by 
the  Chairman,  Dr  M.  M.  Thomas,  at  2.30  p.m.  on  Sunday,  11  August  1974. 

III.  Opening  ceremony 

The  Central  Committee  was  welcomed  to  Berlin  by  Senator  Prof.  Dr  W.  Stein, 
Bishop  K.  Scharf  of  the  Church  in  Berlin-Brandenburg,  and  Bishop  H.  Class 
speaking  in  the  name  of  the  Council  of  the  Evangelical  Church  in  Germany. 

Dr  E.  A.  Payne,  President  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches,  replied  on 
behalf  of  the  Central  Committee.  Later  a  telegram  of  good  wishes  was  received 
from  Dr  G.  Heinemann. 

IV.  Roll  call 

The  General  Secretary  called  the  roll  of  those  present  (Appendix  I)  and  pre¬ 
sented  apologies  for  absence.  The  Central  Committee  agreed  to  send  a  message 
to  Dr  John  Coventry  Smith  who  was  prevented  from  attending  by  the  illness 
of  his  wife,  and  to  send  greetings  to  the  delegation  from  the  Ecumenical 
Patriarchate  which  was  also  unable  to  come. 

V.  Minutes 

The  minutes  of  the  meeting  held  in  Geneva,  Switzerland,  22-29  August  1973, 
were  approved  as  circulated,  with  one  correction:  The  Rev.  Marion  de  Velder, 
Reformed  Church  in  America,  should  have  been  included  in  the  list  of  parti¬ 
cipants  under  “Representatives  of  member  churches  not  otherwise  represented”. 


9 


VI.  Timetable  and  agenda 

The  proposed  timetable  and  agenda  were  approved. 


VII.  Appointment  of  Sub-committees 

The  appointment  of  the  following  Sub -committees  and  their  agenda  were 

agreed: 

Reference  Committee  I  Chairman:  Rt  Rev.  O.  S.  Tomkins 

Vice-chairman:  His  Eminence  C.  Parthenios-Aris 

Reference  Committee  II  Chairman:  Bishop  Samuel  (Egypt) 

Vice-chairman:  Rev.  B.  Locher 


Reference  Committee  III 

Reference  Committee  IV 

Committee  on  Assembly 
Preparation 


Chairman:  Miss  L.  C.  Miller 
Vice-chairman :  Ephorus  T.  S.  Sihombing 

Chairman:  Rev.  Dr  R.  J.  Marshall 
Vice-chairman:  Rev.  Dr  J.  R.  Chandran 

Chairman:  Archbishop  K.  Sarkissian 
Vice-chairman:  Rt  Rev.  Dr  A.  T.  Nikolainen 


Nominations  and  Staffing  Chairman:  Miss  P.  M.  Webb 
Committee  Vice-chairman :  Metropolitan  Nikodim 


Committee  on  Programme  Chairman:  Bishop  Dr  R.  C.  Nichols 
Priorities 


Finance  Committee  Chairman:  Rt  Hon.  Earl  of  March 

Vice-chairman:  President  D.  A.  Wischmann 


Editorial  Committee 


Chairman:  Mr  D.  E.  Johnson 


REPORTS  OF  CHAIRMAN  AND  GENERAL  SECRETARY 


I.  Report  of  the  Chairman 

Dr  Thomas  welcomed  the  Central  Committee  to  their  final  meeting  before  the 
Fifth  Assembly.  He  paid  tribute  to  two  Central  Committee  members  who  had 
died  since  the  last  meeting:  Dr  George  C.  Beazley,  Jr.,  and  Mr  P.  Taiwo 
Odumosu.  He  also  referred  to  two  members  of  former  Central  Committees 
who  had  recently  passed  away:  Dr  Eric  W.  Baker  and  Dr  Liston  Pope,  and  to 
the  death  of  Pastor  Ernst  Lange,  former  Director  of  the  Department  of 
Ecumenical  Action. 
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In  his  report  the  Chairman  spoke  particularly  of  the  preparations  for  the 
Fifth  Assembly,  the  urgent  issues  of  Human  Rights,  and  the  issues  facing  the 
Central  Committee  regarding  the  Programme  to  Combat  Racism  and  follow¬ 
ing  the  World  Conference  of  Church  Women  on  “Sexism  in  the  70s”. 

He  devoted  particular  attention  to  the  messages  to  the  Central  Committee 
1973  from  the  Ecumenical  Patriarch  and  Patriarch  Pimen  of  Moscow  and  All 
Russia.  He  concluded  with  a  strong  presentation  of  the  implications  of  the 
differences  between  the  concepts  of  the  conquering  Messiah  and  the  suffering 
Messiah  for  the  struggle  for  freedom  and  unity  in  the  modern  world.* 

II.  Report  of  the  General  Secretary 

After  referring  to  the  ecumenical  leadership  provided  by  a  number  of  former 
churchmen  from  Berlin,  the  General  Secretary  reviewed  the  many-sided  work 
of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  in  the  past  six  years.  He  spoke  of  the  radi¬ 
cal  changes  that  had  taken  place  in  the  world  and  in  the  life  of  the  WCC  in 
that  period.  He  referred  particularly  to  the  special  session  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  United  Nations  in  April  1974  which  decided  to  work  for  the 
establishment  of  a  new  world  economic  order. 

He  then  moved  to  a  discussion  of  the  relationship  between  the  member  chur¬ 
ches  and  the  World  Council  of  Churches  to  which  they  belong.  He  dealt  spe¬ 
cifically  with  the  widespread  impression  that  the  work  of  the  Council  is  one¬ 
sided  and  raised  the  question  as  to  whether  or  not  this  was  created  by  the 
character  of  the  flow  of  church  resources  into  and  through  the  Council.  He 
challenged  the  member  churches  particularly  in  regard  to  their  support  of  the 
General  Budget  of  the  WCC  without  which  the  whole  life  of  the  ecumenical 
structure  would  collapse.  He  said  that  the  involvement  gap  between  the  life  of 
the  churches  and  that  of  the  World  Council  was  widening  and  that  we  must 
face  this  challenge.  He  denounced  the  delusion  of  “cheap  ecumenism”,  just 
as  Bonhoeffer  had  warned  us  against  “cheap  grace”.  He  pleaded  for  a  full 
identification  by  the  member  churches  with  the  life  of  the  Council  which  they 
authorized.** 

III.  Response  of  the  Central  Committee 

Discussion  of  the  reports  of  the  Chairman  and  General  Secretary  took  place 
both  in  plenary  session  and  in  all  Reference  Committees.  The  comments  made 


*The  full  text  of  the  Chairman’s  Report  appears  in  The  Ecumenical  Review,  Vol.  XXVI, 
No.  4,  October  1974. 

**The  full  text  of  the  General  Secretary’s  Report  appears  in  The  Ecumenical  Review, 
Vol.  XXVI,  No.  4,  October  1974. 
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were  coordinated  by  Reference  Committee  IV  which  at  a  later  stage  reported 
back  to  the  plenary  session.  The  main  points  in  the  comments  of  the  Central 
Committee  on  the  two  addresses  may  be  summarized  as  follows : 

1.  There  was  widespread  appreciation  of  the  challenges  issued  by  both  the 
Chairman  and  the  General  Secretary. 

2.  It  was  agreed  that  their  reports  be  made  available  as  widely  as  possible. 

3.  In  the  course  of  the  discussions  the  following  items  were  given  the  great¬ 
est  attention :  the  involvement  gap  between  member  churches  and  the  WCC ;  the 
significance  of  questions  raised  by  the  Orthodox  churches ;  the  important  issues 
raised  by  the  Lausanne  Congress  on  Evangelization;  the  meaning  of  freedom 
and  the  controversy  over  Human  Rights ;  the  suffering  Messiah  as  a  criterion  of 
Christian  life. 

4.  It  was  agreed  that  the  response  in  the  Central  Committee  to  these  issues 
be  referred  to  the  General  Secretary  for  whatever  action  he  might  think  appro¬ 
priate. 

5.  It  was  agreed  that  fresh  study  be  made  of  the  possibility  of  requiring  a 
minimum  financial  contribution  from  every  member  church  whose  circum¬ 
stances  make  this  possible,  and  that  all  member  churches  be  requested  to  give 
priority  to  the  support  of  the  General  Budget. 

6.  There  was  widespread  recognition  that  the  emphasis  in  the  two  addresses 
on  the  discussion  with  the  Orthodox  churches  was  of  major  importance  in  the 
ecumenical  fellowship. 

7.  No  particular  stress  was  laid  on  the  issues  of  Human  Rights  at  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Committee  because  it  was  felt  that  this  was  receiving  adequate  attention 
in  the  preparations  for  the  consultation  to  be  held  in  the  near  future. 

8.  The  contrast  between  the  conquering  and  suffering  Messiah  was  felt  to 
be  a  very  important  challenge  to  the  style  of  life  in  the  WCC  and  the  mem¬ 
ber  churches  and  discussion  of  the  issue  should  be  continued. 


THE  FIFTH  ASSEMBLY 

I.  Location 

The  Chairman  introduced  the  issue  to  the  Central  Committee.  He  pointed  out 
that  the  decision  to  meet  in  Jakarta  had  been  reaffirmed  a  number  of  times. 
The  churches  and  the  Government  had  promised  us  a  warm  welcome  and 
assured  us  of  all  the  necessary  opportunities  to  do  our  work.  More  recently  a 
new  situation  had  arisen  which  had  obliged  the  Executive  Committee  to 
reconsider  the  matter,  as  a  result  of  which  they  unanimously  recommended 
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that,  while  appreciating  the  invitation  of  the  churches  and  the  assurances  of 
the  Government,  we  could  not  accept  the  invitation  at  this  moment.  There 
was  evidence  that  a  meeting  of  the  World  Council  Assembly  in  Jakarta  could 
affect  the  relationship  between  the  communities  in  that  nation.  This  was  due 
to  misunderstandings,  but  nevertheless  must  be  taken  seriously.  It  was  there¬ 
fore  the  unanimous  recommendation  of  the  Executive  that  this  invitation  not 
be  accepted.  The  Chairman  then  requested  the  General  Secretary  to  read  the 
statement  of  the  Executive,  which  was  as  follows: 


Concerning  the  location  of  the  Fifth  Assembly 


1.  The  Executive  Committee  was  authorized  by  the  Central  Committee 
(Addis  Ababa  1971)  to  determine  the  site  for  the  1975  Fifth  Assembly.  Meet¬ 
ing  in  Sofia  in  September  1971,  it  considered  a  number  of  possible  locations 
and  decided  to  accept  an  invitation  from  the  churches  of  Indonesia  to  hold 
the  Assembly  in  Jakarta.  This  choice  was  ratified  subsequently  by  the  Central 
Committee  (Utrecht,  1972). 

2.  Since  then,  and  particularly  during  the  first  seven  months  of  1974,  the 
Indonesian  churches  in  cooperation  with  WCC  staff  have  been  deeply  engaged 
in  preparing  for  next  year’s  event.  Problems  concerning  meeting  places,  accom¬ 
modation  and  daily  scheduling  have  been  considered  and,  in  the  main,  solved. 
Assurances  regarding  freedom  of  speech  and  freedom  of  entry  were,  as 


requested  by  the  last  meeting  of  the  Central  Committee,  sought  and  received. 

3.  An  important  point  in  these  preparations  was  the  visit  of  the  WCC 
General  Secretary  to  Indonesia,  June  11-13,  where  he  took  part  in  an  Extra¬ 
ordinary  Meeting  of  the  Central  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Churches  in 
Indonesia  and  met  with  senior  representatives  of  the  Government.  During  these 
discussions,  the  host  churches  reconfirmed  their  invitation  to  the  WCC,  the 
Indonesian  Government  restated  its  willingness  to  extend  the  nation’s  hospi¬ 
tality  to  the  Fifth  Assembly,  and  it  became  clear  that  there  were  no  formal 
obstacles  to  holding  the  1975  gathering  in  Jakarta. 

4.  There  is,  however,  one  consideration  which  must  now  be  weighed  very 
carefully  by  the  Central  Committee.  It  concerns  the  overall  purpose  of  the 
Assembly  itself.  Our  hope  has  always  been  that  the  Jakarta  gathering,  like 
other  World  Council  Assemblies,  would  be  of  benefit  not  only  to  the  WCC 
and  its  member  churches,  but  also  to  the  churches  and  people  of  the  host 
country.  In  recent  weeks  there  have  been  signs  that  the  Assembly  uninten¬ 
tionally  could  create  problems  for  the  nation  and  the  churches  and  specific¬ 
ally  for  relations  between  Christians  and  Muslims.  The  Committee  notes  that, 
while  the  Indonesian  Government  has  maintained  its  agreement  with  the  hold¬ 
ing  of  the  Assembly  in  Jakarta,  Government  spokesmen  have  recently  indicated 
that  a  world  Christian  assembly  might  have  an  unfavourable  impact  on  national 
unity.  Misgivings  about  the  WCC  Assembly  which  have  been  expressed  by 
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some  sections  of  the  Indonesian  community  are,  we  are  convinced,  based  on 
misunderstandings  about  the  nature  and  purpose  of  the  ecumenical  movement. 
For  it  is  the  policy  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  to  work  for  constructive 
relations  with  people  of  other  faiths  in  the  common  service  of  mankind.  But 
the  misgivings  are  there,  and  they  raise  very  sharply  the  question  whether  the 
World  Council  would  be  acting  responsibly  were  it  to  meet  in  Indonesia  at  this 
time. 

5.  In  the  light  of  these  considerations,  and  after  full  discussion  with  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  Indonesian  churches,  the  Executive  Committee  proposes  that 
the  Central  Committee: 

—  Record  its  gratitude  to  the  churches,  Government  and  people  of  Indonesia 
for  their  willingness  to  extend  hospitality  to  an  Assembly  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches; 

—  Decide  with  deep  regret  not  to  make  use  of  this  invitation  in  1975,  but 
instead  seek  an  alternative  location  for  the  Fifth  Assembly ; 

—  Express  its  hope  that  the  World  Council  of  Churches,  on  some  future  occa¬ 
sion,  may  be  able  to  enjoy  the  hospitality  of  the  Indonesian  churches  and 
people. 

Without  discussion,  the  Central  Committee  agreed  that  the  Fifth  Assembly  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  should  not  take  place  in  Jakarta  as  had  been 
previously  planned,  and  accepted  the  proposals  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

Following  the  decision,  Dr  T.  B.  Simatupang,  speaking  on  behalf  of  the  Council 
of  Churches  in  Indonesia,  said  how  greatly  the  Indonesian  churches  had  been 
looking  forward  to  the  Assembly  as  a  real  contribution  to  their  work  and  that 
of  the  World  Council.  He  referred  to  the  ecumenical  movement  as  an  inter¬ 
cessory  fellowship  with  deep  understanding  and  care  between  the  churches.  He 
indicated  clearly  that  the  decision  of  the  Central  Committee  would  be  wel¬ 
comed  in  Indonesia. 

Archbishop  K.  Sarkissian,  on  behalf  of  the  Reference  Committee  on  Assembly 
Preparation,  proposed  that  a  letter  be  sent  to  the  Council  of  Churches  in 
Indonesia  conveying  the  decision  of  the  Central  Committee,  thanking  them 
for  their  invitation  and  the  work  they  had  undertaken  to  make  the  Assembly 
possible,  and  assuring  them  of  the  continued  prayers  of  the  member  churches 
of  the  WCC. 

Later  in  the  meeting  the  General  Secretary  reported  that  a  cable  had  been 
received  from  Indonesia  indicating  widespread  approval  and  relief  at  the  action 
of  the  Central  Committee. 

At  a  yet  later  stage  during  the  Central  Committee  gifts  of  batik  material  were 
presented  to  Central  Committee  members  from  the  Indonesian  churches.  It 
was  explained  that  these  gifts  were  an  expression  of  the  deep  appreciation 
and  goodwill  felt  by  the  Indonesian  churches  towards  the  WCC  in  regard  to 
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the  whole  matter  of  the  Fifth  Assembly.  The  gifts  were  received  by  the  Central 
Committee  with  a  standing  ovation. 

At  another  session,  Archbishop  Sarkissian,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  on 
Assembly  Preparation,  proposed  that  the  Assembly  be  held  in  Nairobi,  Kenya, 
23  November-10  December  1975.  The  General  Secretary  reported  that  the 
Executive  Committee  had  considered  this  proposal,  as  well  as  suggestions  that 
the  Assembly  be  held  in  a  number  of  other  places.  It  was  finally  recommended 
by  the  Executive  that  the  invitation  of  the  churches  in  Kenya,  received  by 
cable,  be  accepted  and  that  the  Assembly  be  held  in  Nairobi,  provided  satis¬ 
factory  agreement  could  be  reached  regarding  dates  and  arrangements.  The  pro¬ 
posal  was  unanimously  accepted  by  the  Ceiitral  Committee  with  applause. 

Later  investigations  revealed  that  adequate  hotel  accommodation  as  well  as  the 
Kenyatta  Conference  Centre  would  be  available  on  the  dates  proposed,  and 
that  while  there  were  certain  problems  in  delaying  the  Assembly,  particularly 
in  regard  to  the  1976  programme  and  budget,  there  were  also  substantial 
advantages.  The  possibility  of  advancing  the  Assembly  from  July  to  June  1975 
had  been  overwhelmingly  rejected  by  the  Central  Committee.  It  was  therefore 
agreed  that,  subject  to  consultation  with  the  Kenyan  churches,  the  dates  would 
be  23  November- 10  December  1975. 

Warm  appreciation  of  the  decision  of  the  Central  Committee  was  expressed  by 
Bishop  J.  M.  Kibira  and  Canon  Burgess  Carr. 

II.  Assembly  preparation 

Archbishop  Sarkissian  presented  the  report  of  the  Reference  Committee  on 
Assembly  Preparation.  Dr  D.  S.  Russell  asked  what  changes  would  be  necessary 
in  delegations  from  the  churches  and  what  would  be  the  significance  of  such 
changes.  After  studying  the  matter,  Dr  E.  A.  Payne  reported  to  the  Central 
Committee  that  the  churches  would  be  faced  with  the  question  of  whether  or 
not  to  maintain  their  original  delegation  and  send  a  substitute  if  any  delegate 
was  unable  to  come  at  the  appropriate  time,  or  whether  they  would  change 
their  delegation  if  this  seemed  necessary.  According  to  the  Constitution,  while 
substitutes  have  full  rights  of  participation  in  the  Assembly,  only  officially 
appointed  delegates  could  be  elected  to  the  next  Central  Committee.  It  was 
agreed  that  this  situation  should  be  carefully  explained  to  the  member  chur¬ 
ches  in  the  letter  notifying  them  of  the  change  of  Assembly  place  and  dates. 

It  was  also  agreed  that  the  churches  should  be  encouraged  as  far  as  acceptable 
to  send  fully  appointed  delegates  rather  than  substitutes  to  Nairobi. 

At  a  later  session,  Reference  Committee  IV  reported  that  it  had  approved  the 
text  of  the  letter  that  should  be  sent  to  member  churches  on  this  matter. 

In  regard  to  plenary  presentations,  it  was  agreed : 

1.  That  there  be  eight  plenary  sessions  at  the  Fifth  Assembly; 
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2.  That  all  plenary  sessions  use,  as  far  as  possible,  and  according  to  the 
need,  a  combination  of  verbal  and  non-verbal  presentations; 

3.  That  maximum  participation  by  the  laity,  especially  women  and  youth, 
be  secured  for  all  plenary  presentations; 

4.  That  the  contents  of  each  plenary  be  more  or  less  along  the  following 
lines: 

PLENARY  1  :  Multi-media  presentation  of  the  main  theme  :  Jesus  Christ 
frees  and  unites. 

PLENARY  2:  Continuation  of  the  main  theme  presentation,  concentrating 
on  the  question:  Who  is  Jesus  Christ  who  frees  and  unites  ?  Here  the  clear 
proclamation  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  should  be  set  in  the  context 
of  rival  claims  to  be  liberators  and  uniters. 

PLENARY  3:  “That  they  may  all  be  one”:  the  relation  of  the  Gospel  to 
the  unity  of  the  Church  and  the  unity  of  mankind,  and  the  relation 
between  renewal,  worship,  mission  and  unity. 

PLENARY  4:  “That  the  world  may  believe ”:  How  do  we  bring  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ  to  men  and  women  who  do  not  believe  and  how  do  we 
do  it  in  a  united  way  ?  What  fresh  insights  have  come  out  of  recent 
ecumenical  studies  and  discussions  ? 

PLENARY  5 :  Women  and  the  changing  world. 

PLENARY  6:  From  the  shackles  of  domination  and  oppression:  The 
worldwide  struggle  for  the  redistribution  of  power  and  resources. 

PLENARY  7 :  A frican  challenge. 

PLENARY  8 :  Creation,  technology  and  human  survival:  The  fundamental 
issues  raised  by  the  ecological  crisis  and  the  Limits  to  Growth  debate, 
focusing  on  the  alienation  between  humanity  and  the  rest  of  creation. 

Additional  suggestions  were  made  to  the  staff  regarding  these  plenaries. 

It  was  further  agreed  that  the  Central  Committee,  in  endorsing  procedures 
which  had  been  proposed  for  policy-making  at  the  Assembly : 

1.  Authorize  the  Executive  Committee  at  its  next  meeting  to  appoint,  sub¬ 
ject  to  ratification  by  the  Assembly,  up  to  one  half  of  the  members  of 
the  Post-Assembly  Programme  Guidelines  Committee ; 

2.  Instruct  those  preparing  programme  and  policy  hearings  to  provide  ade¬ 
quate  time  for  delegates’  questions,  responses  and  proposals. 

It  was  agreed  that  two  workshops  be  included  in  the  Assembly  programme, 
each  consisting  of  15  to  20  participants.  The  first,  on  styles  of  living  and  per¬ 
sonal  resources  for  living  together  in  a  world  of  conflict,  should  consider  how 
best  the  WCC  can  be  of  assistance  to  the  churches  in  helping  Christians  to 
develop  a  style  of  personal  and  community  life  —  a  pattern  of  spiritual  self- 
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discipline  —  that  permits  people  to  draw  more  readily  upon  the  resources  in 
the  Christian  community  without  disengaging  from  the  world  of  conflict.  The 
second  should  focus  on  advancing  the  concerns  of  youth  within  the  World 
Council  in  the  period  beyond  Nairobi. 

On  the  question  of  youth  participation,  it  was  agreed: 

1.  That  the  younger  delegates  be  assigned  to  all  sections  and  committees  on 
the  same  basis  as  older  delegates; 

2.  That  young  people  be  invited  to  give  leadership  to  the  Assembly  at  all 
levels,  especially  in  the  Assembly  Business  Committee  and  in  the  Post- 
Assembly  Programme  Guidelines  Committee ; 

3.  That  the  possibilities  of  a  pre-Assembly  Youth  Conference  to  which  the 
younger  delegates  to  the  Assembly  would  be  invited  be  explored  in  collabo¬ 
ration  with  the  National  Christian  Council  of  Kenya  and  the  All  Africa 
Conference  of  Churches. 

Metropolitan  Anthony  of  Sourozh  reported  for  the  Worship  Sub -committee  on 
preparations  for  the  Assembly.  On  his  recommendation  it  was  agreed: 

1.  That  all  sessions  on  the  Opening  Day  be  worship  and  life,  with  praise 
and  prayer  interlocked  into  the  whole ; 

2.  That  at  plenary  sessions  the  Chairman  will  lead  in  prayer  as  well  as  in 
the  formal  actions  of  the  Assembly ; 

3.  That  worship  following  particular  traditions  and  denominational  orders 
should  be  encouraged  during  free  time ; 

4.  That  eucharistic  celebrations  should  be  encouraged  if  and  where  it  seems 
good  to  participants,  in  sections,  working  groups,  living  quarters  or  any 
convenient  grouping,  with  two  such  celebrations  provided  for  within 

the  formal  programme  of  the  Assembly. 

He  reported  that  a  Worship  Booklet  was  in  preparation  which  would  be 
included  in  the  Assembly  Work  Book. 

In  general  discussion,  Bishop  R.  C.  Nichols  stressed  that  there  was  an  inade¬ 
quate  place  in  the  proposed  programme  for  expressing  the  personal  aspect  of 
salvation  and  pleaded  that  this  matter  be  given  more  attention.  Archbishop 
Sarkissian  replied  that  there  were  many  places  within  the  programme  where 
this  would  be  considered.  After  extensive  discussion,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
proposals  of  the  Committee  be  approved  on  the  understanding  that  points 
made  in  the  discussion  would  be  noted. 

III.  “Uppsala  to  Nairobi” 

Mr  David  Johnson  reported  that  the  committee  which  had  been  appointed  to 
assist  him  on  editorial  aspects  of  the  report  Uppsala  to  Nairobi  had  met  and 
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that  the  basic  principles  of  this  work  had  been  agreed.  It  was  hoped  that  the 
editing  of  the  volume  would  be  completed  by  the  end  of  September  and  that 
publication  would  follow.  The  guidelines  as  outlined  by  Mr  Johnson  were 
approved  by  the  Central  Committee. 


IV.  Assembly  participants 

On  the  recommendation  of  Reference  Committee  IV,  it  was  agreed: 

1.  That  any  decisions  on  matters  pertaining  to  the  participants  at  the 
Assembly  which  cannot  be  finalized  at  this  meeting  be  referred  to  the 
Executive  and  the  Officers; 

2.  That  each  of  the  churches  which  have  not  made  up  their  delegations 
according  to  the  pattern  requested  be  again  advised  of  the  pattern  of 
delegation  requested  and  the  action  of  most  of  the  churches  in  accept¬ 
ing  it,  and  asked  if  it  is  not  possible  to  adjust  their  delegations 
accordingly ; 

3.  That  in  the  case  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Australasia  and  the  Church 
of  the  Province  of  New  Zealand  the  delegations  be  accepted  as  proposed ; 

4.  That  the  Central  Committee  offer  a  delegation  of  one  person  to  the 
Federation  of  the  Old  Catholic  Church  in  the  German  Democratic 
Republic. 

In  regard  to  the  15%  of  delegates  who  were  to  be  proposed  to  the  member 
churches  by  the  Central  Committee  from  persons  suggested  by  those  churches 
in  order  to  adjust  the  balance  of  the  Assembly  membership, 

Mr  W.  P.  Thompson  moved : 

That  the  Central  Committee  communicate  to  the  churches  the  desirability  that, 
among  those  whom  they  consider  for  possible  inclusion  in  the  15  % ,  they 
include  persons  who  have  special  knowledge  and  experience  in  theology,  socio¬ 
logy  and  persons  expert  in  technological  development. 

After  discussion,  the  motion  was  put  to  the  vote  and  lost.  The  Central  Com¬ 
mittee  agreed: 

1.  That  the  General  Secretary  be  asked  to  inform  all  member  churches  of 
the  situation  in  regard  to  this  matter  of  the  15  %,  and  churches  in  a 
position  to  do  so  be  urged  to  submit  approved  names  in  the  appropriate 
categories,  and  especially  the  names  of  youth  and  women,  and  to  do  so 
before  1  December  1974,  and  that  the  final  selection  for  nomination  to 
the  churches  be  made  by  the  Officers  of  the  Central  Committee ; 

2.  That  30  persons  as  named  by  the  Reference  Committee  be  nominated 
to  their  churches  for  appointment  as  additional  delegates. 
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[t  was  further  agreed : 

1.  That  the  number  of  fraternal  delegate  places  available  to  Christian  organ¬ 
izations  related  to  the  WCC  be  increased  from  15  to  20; 

2.  That  the  delegated  observers  from  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  be  reduced 
from  25  to  15  on  the  understanding  that  up  to  ten  Roman  Catholics  may 
by  included  as  advisers ; 

3.  That  the  number  of  advisers  be  increased  from  100  to  120  to  allow  for 
those  from  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  from  conservative  evangelical 
groups; 

4.  That  the  final  selection  of  the  advisers  be  referred  for  action  to  the 
Officers  of  the  Central  Committee,  after  consultation  with  the  Executive, 
if  necessary  by  post. 

V.  Preparation  of  Nominations  Committee 

Reference  Committee  IV  proposed  that,  as  on  previous  occasions,  a  Preparation 
of  Nominations  Committee  be  set  up  to  prepare  for  the  work  of  the  Nomina¬ 
tions  Committee  which  would  be  appointed  by  the  Assembly,  i.e.  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  the  future  Central  Committee  and  Presidium  of  the  Council.  After  full 
discussion,  the  Reference  Committee  had  agreed  to  recommend  the  membership 
of  the  Preparation  of  Nominations  Committee  as  suggested  by  the  Executive 
Committee,  as  follows: 

Dr  Robert  J.  Marshall,  Lutheran,  USA:  Chairman 

Mrs  Joan  Anderson,  Presbyterian,  New  Zealand 

Dr  Anwar  M.  Barkat,  Church  of  Pakistan,  Pakistan 

President  Helmut  Hild,  United,  Federal  Republic  of  Germany 

Rev.  Jean  Kotto,  Reformed,  Cameroun 

Miss  Carmen  Lusan,  Methodist,  Caribbean 

Archbishop  Vladimir,  Russian  Orthodox  Church,  USSR 

It  was  agreed  that  this  Committee  be  appointed  on  the  understanding  that  it 
report  only  to  the  Nominations  Committee  of  the  Assembly. 


REPORT  ON  CHURCH  UNITY 

Dr  Lukas  Vischer  presented  the  report  on  “The  unity  of  the  Church”.* 

Bishop  R.  C.  Nichols  asked  whether  Faith  and  Order  could  unite  the  insights 
of  Bangkok  and  Lausanne.  Bishop  Ralph  Alton  spoke  of  the  unofficial 


*The  full  text  of  the  report  appears  in  The  Ecumenical  Review,  Vol.  XXVI,  No.  4, 
October  1974. 
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movement  towards  unity  among  Christians  in  our  time,  some  groups  practising 
sacramental  worship.  Fr  Vitaly  Borovoy  stressed  that  we  should  emphasize  not 
only  the  faithfulness  of  God  but  also  the  unity  of  the  one  Church  as  a 
response  from  the  people  of  God.  Archbishop  Janani  Luwum  stressed  that 
the  African  churches’  desire  to  be  independent  must  not  be  seen  as  implying 
isolation  from  other  Christians. 

The  Central  Committee  received  the  report  on  “The  unity  of  the  Church”  and 
commended  it  to  the  churches  for  further  study.  It  welcomed : 

1.  The  information  that  the  Declaration  of  the  Ecumenical  Patriarchate  on 
the  occasion  of  the  25th  anniversary  of  the  WCC  and  the  message  of 
Patriarch  Pimen  and  the  Holy  Synod  of  the  Russian  Orthodox  Church 
commenting  on  the  World  Conference  on  Salvation  Today  had  led  to 
significant  discussions  and  that  the  Executive  Committee  had  sent 
replies ; 

2.  The  report  on  the  consultation  of  Orthodox  theologians  on  “Confessing 
Christ  today”,  organized  by  the  Commission  on  World  Mission  and 
Evangelism  in  Bucharest  in  June  1974 ; 

3.  The  plans  for  a  meeting  in  early  1975  of  the  Orthodox  theologians  in 
preparation  for  the  next  Assembly ; 

4.  The  plan  of  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  to  prepare  a  survey  of 
the  ongoing  conversations  between  Protestant  and  Orthodox  churches. 

Dr  Vischer  submitted  for  the  information  of  Central  Committee  the  report 
of  the  Joint  Working  Group  between  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  the 
World  Council  of  Churches. 

In  regard  to  the  recommendations  of  Reference  Committee  I  on  the  report 
of  the  Joint  Working  Group,  the  Central  Committee  agreed  that : 

1.  There  should  continue  to  be  a  Joint  Working  Group  between  the  RCC 
and  the  WCC  as  a  forum  for  the  discussion  of  common  problems  and 
as  an  instrument  to  deepen  and  extend  ecumenical  fellowship; 

2.  In  the  coming  years  more  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  fundamental 
questions  raised  by  the  participation  of  the  RCC  in  the  ecumenical 
movement ;  special  emphasis  should  be  given  to  the  following  areas : 

—  facilitating  the  common  witness  of  all  Christians ; 

—  developing  the  common  understanding  of  the  unity  of  the  Church; 

3.  The  commitment  to  the  joint  programme  on  Society,  Development  and 
Peace  (SODEPAX)  should  be  continued  ; 

4.  Every  opportunity  should  be  seized  for  cooperation  which  carries  with 
it  the  promise  of  more  effective  witness  and  of  growing  fellowship. 
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Priority  should  be  given  to  projects  which  not  only  bind  the  RCC  and 
the  WCC  at  the  international  level,  but  at  the  same  time  serve  to 
strengthen  fellowship  at  the  regional,  national  and  local  levels. 


THE  FUTURE  OF  MAN  AND  SOCIETY 
IN  A  WORLD  OF  SCIENCE-BASED  TECHNOLOGY 


I.  Reports  on  the  Bucharest  Conference  on  Science  and  Technology  for 
Human  Development 

Dr  Paul  Abrecht  introduced  the  draft  report  and  the  recommendations  of  the 
Bucharest  Conference  on  Science  and  Technology  for  Human  Development, 
the  concluding  event  in  the  five-year  study  on  “The  future  of  man  and 
society”.  One  hundred  and  forty  scientists  and  theologians  from  40  countries 
had  attended  the  conference,  the  first  major  ecumenical  conference  in  a  social¬ 
ist  country  and  one  of  the  few  to  be  held  in  a  predominantly  Orthodox 
country.  Dr  Abrecht  expressed  the  warmest  appreciation  for  the  hospitality  of 
the  Romanian  Orthodox  Church.  He  then  introduced  Dr  Margaret  Mead, 

Prof.  Andre  Dumas  and  Father  Paul  Verghese,  who  gave  brief  addresses  on  the 
significance  of  the  Bucharest  meeting. 

Dr  Mead  spoke  of  the  large  scientific  and  technical  changes  which  had  come 
upon  this  world  in  the  past  twelve  years.  She  stressed  that  we  are  facing  a 
time  of  vast  tragedies  on  the  earth  which  we  probably  cannot  prevent  but  if 
we  are  to  survive  as  a  Christian  community  and  live  through  these  tragedies, 
we  must  make  every  possible  effort  to  prevent  them. 

Professor  Dumas  in  his  address  on  “Science,  theology  and  the  future  of  man” 
noted  that  in  recent  years  scientists  and  theologians  have  ceased  to  believe 
themselves  to  be  in  competition,  and  “a  promising  dialogue  has  started”.  This 
is  possible  because  the  new  language  of  science  is  the  language  of  creation  and 
evolutionary  change,  less  mechanistic  and  more  ethical  and  socially  responsible. 
At  Bucharest  also  there  was  emphasis  on  the  Sustainable  Society,  involving  a 
new  asceticism.  But  this  had  to  be  linked  with  and  not  replace  the  concern 
for  social  justice. 

Father  Verghese  in  his  address  said  we  would  need  a  fresh  theological  effort  if 
we  as  the  Church  are  to  cope  with  the  questions  of  the  scientists.  Four  ele¬ 
ments  had  to  be  held  together:  the  need  for  an  eschatological  ontology,  i.e. 
an  ontology  based  on  a  dynamic  view  of  creation,  a  dynamic  and  universal 
view  of  incarnation  and  a  dialectical  understanding  of  the  relation  between 
nature,  history  and  eternity;  a  cosmic  view  of  salvation;  a  dialectical  relation¬ 
ship  between  humanity  and  the  rest  of  creation ;  the  need  for  a  living  disci¬ 
plined  community  which  practises  a  spirituality  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
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In  the  ensuing  discussion  Bishop  Roy  Nichols  referred  to  the  different  opinions, 
especially  among  industrial  scientists,  with  regard  to  the  exhaustion  of  resources 
and  the  limits  to  growth.  Dr  G.  Scholz  emphasized  the  importance  of  the  dialogue 
with  scientists  and  the  need  to  encourage  the  widest  circulation  of  the  reports 
and  study  materials  in  the  churches  and  in  the  scientific  community.  Dr  Mead 
in  reply  to  Bishop  Nichols  agreed  that  opinions  about  the  future  of  resources 
differed  but  that  there  was  general  agreement  that  we  had  about  30  years  in 
which  to  find  new  resources  of  pollution-free  energy.  This  problem  had  to  be 
solved  if  the  human  race  is  to  survive. 

In  closing  the  discussion,  the  Chairman  expressed  the  appreciation  of  the 
Central  Committee  for  the  tremendously  significant  work  achieved  in  the  five- 
year  study,  culminating  in  the  Bucharest  Conference. 

II.  Food  and  development  crisis 

Mr  C.I.  Itty  introduced  a  paper  entitled  “Threats  to  survival”.*  He  explained 
that  the  paper  was  originally  prepared  by  an  inter-unit  staff  group  and  revised 
by  the  CCPD  Commission. 

Ambassador  Olle  Dahlen  introduced  a  paper  “Economic  threat  to  peace”**, 
which  was  prepared  by  CCIA  as  a  result  of  their  discussion  of  the  same  issue. 

Mr  Itty  and  Ambassador  Dahlen  in  their  presentations  stressed  the  worsening 
plight  of  the  poor  everywhere.  Mr  Itty  pointed  out  that  the  scarcity  of  food, 
steep  rise  in  prices  of  food  and  other  basic  necessities,  the  energy  crisis,  spiral¬ 
ling  inflation,  etc.  have  created  an  alarming  situation.  Many  have  died  and 
many  more  are  faced  with  the  prospect  of  famine.  In  their  struggle  to  survive 
the  poor  are  becoming  more  vulnerable  to  domination  and  exploitation.  More 
alarming  are  the  long-term  trends  which  point  to  a  worse  situation  in  the  near 
future.  The  crux  of  the  problem  is  the  existing  structures,  i.e.  structures  in 
the  poor  countries  and  the  dominant  systems  on  the  world  level.  What  is 
needed  is  a  radical  change  in  the  existing  structures  by  the  decisive  participa¬ 
tion  of  the  organized  poor  communities  with  the  primary  purpose  of  eradica¬ 
tion  of  mass  poverty,  deprivation,  disparity  and  injustice. 

Ambassador  Dahlen  spoke  of  the  recent  special  session  of  the  UN  which  cal¬ 
led  for  a  “new  international  economic  order”  to  face  the  challenge  of  mass 
poverty,  international  injustice  and  world  peace. 

Mr  Juan  Faune  asked  for  more  positive  guidance  as  to  what  the  churches 
could  do.  Mr  Alexey  Buevskiy  stressed  that  what  was  required  was  a  maxi¬ 
mum  cooperation  of  all  states  irrespective  of  their  different  economic  orders. 

Fr  Verghese  expressed  the  feeling  of  the  Central  Committee  when  he  said  that 


*  The  full  text  will  appear  in  Study  Encounter ,  Vol.  X,  No.  4,  1974,  SE/67. 

**The  full  text  will  appear  in  The  Ecumenical  Review ,  Vol.  XXVII,  No.  1,  1975. 
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it  was  almost  impossible  to  express  a  message  of  hope  with  integrity  and  sug¬ 
gested  that  it  was  a  moment  for  prayer.  Prof.  Hendrikus  Berkhof  pleaded  for 
at  least  some  proposal  for  sacrificial  token  action.  Dr  Potter  referred  to  the 
lack  of  attention  given  by  the  public  to  the  UN  conference  on  the  economic 
order  but  hoped  that  this  would  change.  He  also  pointed  out  the  remarkable 
convergence  of  conviction  and  concerns  from  Church  and  Society,  CCPD  and 
CCIA,  all  pointing  to  the  gravity  of  the  present  situation,  and  the  future 
trends.  This  challenges  our  very  existence  as  Christians  and  as  the  ecumenical 
movement.  It  also  constitutes  a  call  for  radical  change  which  is  a  call  from 
God.  We  really  are  forced  to  suffer  with  God  as  God  suffered  for  us  in  his 
humanity. 

There  followed  a  period  of  silence,  closed  by  the  Chairman,  Miss  Webb,  with 
prayer. 


REPORT  ON  THE  HUMANUM  STUDIES 


Canon  David  Jenkins  presented  the  final  report  on  the  studies  by  the  Human- 
urn  Consultative  Committee  under  the  title  “The,  anguish  of  man,  the  praise 
of  God  and  the  repentance  of  the  Church”.*  In  a  final  summary  he  stressed 
that  in  regard  to  the  future  “Christians  must  urgently  work  out  the  repentance 
to  which  we  are  summoned  with  regard  to  the  dehumanizing  effects  of  our 
church  structures  and  of  our  ways  of  doing  theology  and  so  be  liberated  for 
the  praise  of  God  and  for  sharing  fully  and  openly  in  the  human  struggle  and 
hope”.  In  our  work  for  the  Fifth  Assembly  “care  must  be  taken  to  avoid  any 
simplistic  approach  to  the  theme  ‘Jesus  Christ  frees  and  unites’  ”.  Ways  must 
be  sought  to  develop  methods  of  study  “which  will  enable  different  cultural 
areas  to  make  their  full  and  authentic  contribution  to  our  understanding  of 
and  participation  in  the  human  struggle^  its  possibilities  as  well  as  its  anguish”. 

Dr  (Mrs)  K.T.  Cho  spoke  on  indigenous  cultural  energies,  discussing  in  particu¬ 
lar  universalistic  and  particularistic  elements  in  Asian  traditional  culture. 

In  the  following  discussion  Dr  Won  Yon  Kang  stressed  that  more  positive 
universalistic  elements  of  social  action  in  Asia  should  be  developed.  Dr  Ulrich 
von  Briick  said  that  we  should  express  more  realistically  that  in  the  Bible  man 
is  seen  as  being  committed  to  God  and  under  God.  Principal  O.  Engstrom 
stressed  that  the  work  must  continue  and  asked  Canon  Jenkins  to  provide 
assistance  to  that  end.  In  reply  Canon  Jenkins  agreed  that  the  work  must  go 
on  though  the  precise  methods  of  its  continuing  were  not  yet  clear. 


*The  full  text  of  the  report  appears  in  Study  Encounter,  Vol.  X,  No.  4,  1974,  SE/68. 
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The  report  was  referred  to  Reference  Committee  III.  At  a  later  stage  in  the 

meeting,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Reference  Committee,  after  discussion 

and  slight  amendment,  the  Central  Committee : 

1.  Received  the  final  report  on  the  Humanum  Studies  by  the  Humanum 
Consultative  Committee,  entitled  “The  anguish  of  man,  the  praise  of  God 
and  the  repentance  of  the  Church”,  together  with  the  speech  of  the 
Director  of  the  Studies  presenting  the  report.  The  Committee  also  received 
the  further  report  contained  in  the  speech  by  Dr  Cho,  entitled  “Enquiry 
into  indigenous  cultural  energies”  ; 

2.  Noted  that  the  issues  raised  in  these  documents  reflect  matters  arising 
throughout  the  programmes  and  concerns  of  the  Council.  In  particular 
there  is  the  issue  of  responsible  development  of  the  appropriate  style  for 
doing  theology  (“re-thinking  theology”  in  terms  of  the  reports  from 
Church  and  Society)  and  of  the  appropriate  organization  and  methods  of 
the  churches  and  of  the  Council  for  this.  The  Committee  therefore  directed 
that  every  effort  be  made  to  coordinate  plans  and  developments  within 
the  Council  in  this  respect  and  referred  the  documents  to  the  Staff 
Group  on  Programme  Coordination  and  Planning  for  necessary  reflection 
and  action.  In  this  process  of  reflection  and  action,  the  unfinished  con¬ 
cerns  of  the  Humanum  Studies  should  be  followed  up,  e.g.  the  interrela¬ 
tion  between  personal  and  social  elements  in  our  ecumenical  attempts  to 
respond  to  the  question  of  what  it  means  to  be  human ; 

3.  Particularly  commended  the  paper  entitled  “Enquiry  into  indigenous  cul¬ 
tures”  and  the  relevant  parts  of  the  Humanum  report  to  all  departments 
of  the  Council  for  consideration  of  the  implications  for  their  further 
work.  In  particular  attention  was  drawn: 

—  to  the  need  to  take  into  account  the  results  of  the  programme  on 
Participation  in  Change  and  the  plans  for  further  work  in  this  pro¬ 
gramme  ; 

—  to  the  need  to  find  opportunities  for  full  dialogue  with  representatives 
of  Black  Theology  and  other  theologies  of  liberation ; 

—  to  the  need  to  consider  the  theological  implications  of,  and  to 
develop  theological  critiques  within,  the  Programme  to  Combat 
Racism,  programmes  concerning  Development,  Human  Rights  and 
Education,  and  further  actions  arising  from  the  consultation  on 
Sexism ; 

4.  Referred  the  documents  to  all  those  concerned  with  planning  program¬ 
mes  and  documentation  for  the  forthcoming  Assembly ; 

5.  Agreed  to  the  proposal  that  the  Director  of  the  Studies  should  continue 
to  serve  in  a  part-time  consultative  capacity  until  the  Assembly,  and 
agreed  that  particular  attention  be  given  to  publishing  material  from  the 
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studies  which  will  assist  in  developing  criteria  for  Christian  action  and 
indications  concerning  Christian  approaches  to  the  understanding  of  the 
nature  and  future  of  man. 


REPORT  OF  REFERENCE  COMMITTEE  I 

Bishop  Oliver  Tomkins  presented  the  report. 

I.  Sub-unit  on  World  Mission  and  Evangelism 

A.  General  Report 

The  Committee  had  received  the  report  of  CWME.  It  noted  especially  the  work 
of  the  Committee  on  Ecumenical  Sharing  of  Personnel.  The  ESP  Committee 
plans  to  clarify  the  issues  involved  in  the  moratorium  as  suggested  by  the 
recent  AACC  Assembly. 

The  Central  Committee  recommended  that  the  statement  on  principles  of 
mutual  responsibility  which  the  ESP  Committee  seeks  to  prepare  should  be 
part  of  the  discussion  at  the  Fifth  Assembly  in  the  section  on  “What  unity 
requires”. 

Following  the  discussion  at  Bangkok  on  the  Aim  of  CWME,  the  CWME  Commis¬ 
sion  meeting  at  Basel  in  February  1974  had  proposed  a  definitive  text  which 
was  sent  to  all  the  members  of  the  Bangkok  Assembly  of  CWME,  who  over¬ 
whelmingly  approved  it. 

The  Central  Committee  agreed  that  the  following  text  be  approved  as  the 
CWME  Aim: 

English :  “Its  aim  is  to  assist  the  Christian  community  in  the  proclamation  of 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  by  word  and  deed,  to  the  whole  world  to  the  end 
that  all  may  believe  in  him  and  be  saved.” 

French :  “Elle  a  pour  but  d’aider  la  communaute  chretienne  a  proclamer 
l’Evangile  de  Jesus-Christ  au  monde  entier,  par  la  parole  et  par  Taction,  a  fin 
que  tous  puissent  croire  en  lui  et  etre  sat^es.” 

German:  “Sie  soil  die  Gemeinschaft  der  Christen  in  ihrem  Bemiihen  unter- 
stiitzen,  das  Evangelium  von  Jesus  Christus  in  Wort  und  Tat  der  ganzen  Welt 
zu  verkiindigen,  damit  alle  Menschen  an  ihn  glauben  und  gerettet  werden.” 

The  Central  Committee  recommended  the  present  wording  with  the  under¬ 
standing  that  “Christian  community”  means  “churches  and  Christian  organiza¬ 
tions  within  and  among  the  churches”. 
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In  adopting  this  Aim  the  Central  Committee  reaffirmed  the  commitment  by 
which  the  WCC  and  particularly  CWME  has  always  been  guided,  namely  to 
help  the  member  churches  in  the  fulfilment  of  their  calling  to  proclaim  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  to  all  creation. 

B.  The  World  Congress  on  Evangelization  at  Lausanne 

On  the  invitation  of  the  Billy  Graham  organization,  a  World  Congress  on  Evan¬ 
gelization  took  place  at  Lausanne,  Switzerland,  16-25  July  1974.  The  Organiz¬ 
ing  Committee  invited  2,700  participants  from  all  over  the  world.  The  World 
Council  of  Churches  and  the  Secretariat  for  Christian  Unity  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  were  invited  to  send  visitors.  Five  visitors  from  the  WCC 
attended  the  Congress  and  found  among  the  participants  a  desire  to  relate 
critically  and  constructively  to  the  ecumenical  dialogue  on  mission  and  evan¬ 
gelism. 

The  Central  Committee  noted  that  a  majority  of  the  participants  at  the  Con¬ 
gress  belonged  to  member  churches  of  the  WCC  and  that  therefore  the 
Lausanne  Covenant  would  have  an  impact  on  many  of  the  member  churches. 
There  were  many  points  in  it  which  were  warmly  welcomed. 

The  Central  Committee  agreed: 

1.  That  CWME  make  appropriate  use  of  the  documents  from  the 
Lausanne  Congress  in  the  ongoing  work  and  study  for  the  implementa¬ 
tion  of  its  aim ; 

2.  That  the  Lausanne  Covenant  be  given  to  the  Nairobi  Assembly  Prepara¬ 
tory  Committee  for  consideration  as  one  of  the  background  papers  for 
the  section  on  “Confessing  Christ  today”. 

C.  Synod  of  Bishops  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 

The  Central  Committee  took  note  of  the  coming  Synod  of  Bishops  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  on  the  theme  “The  evangelization  of  the  modern 
world”  and  expressed  the  hope  that  the  Synod  would  make  an  important 
contribution  to  the  understanding  and  commitment  of  the  churches  to  the 
proclamation  of  the  Gospel.  The  Committee  called  upon  the  member  churches 
of  the  WCC  to  support  the  Synod  in  prayer  and  expectation. 

D.  Orthodox  Consultation 

The  Central  Committee  heard  a  report  on  the  Orthodox  Consultation  on 
Confessing  Christ  Today  held  at  Bucharest  in  June  1974  and  recommended 
that  the  report  of  the  Consultation  be  used  as  a  basis  for  further  discussions 
among  the  member  churches  on  the  meaning  of  “Evangelism  and  confessing 
Christ  today”. 
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E.  Pastoral  Care  to  Christians  Witnessing  in  Situations  of  Oppression 

The  Reference  Committee  had  wrestled  with  the  fact  that  effective  witness  in 
such  situations  often  means  acute  suffering  for  persons  and  groups  directly 
involved,  and  not  necessarily  for  Christians  alone.  It  is  the  task  of  Christians 
all  over  the  world,  in  the  name  of  Christ  who  took  upon  himself  the  suffering 
of  mankind,  to  identify  themselves  with  the  sufferers,  and  in  whatever  degree 
possible  to  bring  solace,  encouragement  and  assistance  to  them  and  to  those 
witnessing  in  these  situations. 

The  Central  Committee  agreed: 

1.  That  Cwme  undertake,  if  necessary  in  collaboration  with  other  units  and 
sub-units  of  the  WCC,  an  examination  of  the  various  ways  in  which  the 
WCC  and  member  churches  have  done  this  in  the  past,  and  an  explora¬ 
tion  of  new  ways  of  fulfilling  this  pastoral  task ; 

2.  That  the  WCC  make  available  to  the  churches  in  a  systematic  way  infor¬ 
mation  about  current  experiences  in  the  churches  in  oppressive  situations 
with  a  view  to  stimulating  reflection  on  these  events,  particularly  with 
regard  to  their  implications  for  the  churches’  understanding  of  mission 
and  evangelism ; 

3.  That  when  and  where  possible  CWME  arrange  pastoral  visits  to  persons  in 
situations  of  repression  and  captivity  as  well  as  seek  opportunities  for 
those  in  such  situations  to  undertake  pastoral  visits  outside  their  areas 
for  the  purpose  of  sensitizing  congregations  and  members  of  congrega^ 
tions  on  their  Christian  calling  to  participate  in  the  worldwide  struggle 
for  human  rights  and  justice  as  part  of  their  witnessing  to  the  Gospel 

of  Jesus  Christ. 

It  was  recognized  that  CWME  should  explore  the  issues  involved  in  such  pastoral 
care. 


II.  Sub-unit  on  Faith  and  Order 

It  was  reported  that  the  Unit  I  Committee  had  received  a  report  of  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Commission  on  Faith  and  Order  which  took  place  in  Accra,  22  July- 
4  August.  The  Central  Committee  noted  with  appreciation  that  this  meeting 
led  to  fruitful  encounter  with  the  life  and  concerns  of  African  Christians  and 
their  search  for  an  authentic  selfhood. 

The  Central  Committee : 

1.  Underlined  the  relevance  of  the  study  Faith  and  Order  has  been  pursuing 
under  the  theme  “Giving  account  of  the  hope  that  is  within  us”.  It 
recommended  that  the  Accra  meeting  receive  immediate  follow-up  in 
coordination  with  CWME’s  work  on  “Salvation  today”  and  in  preparation 
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for  the  Fifth  Assembly  section  on  “Confessing  Christ  today”.  Any  work 
beyond  the  Assembly  on  the  central  substance  of  the  common  Christian 
faith  should  be  done  in  a  coordinated  framework ; 

2.  Noted  with  appreciation  that  the  WCC  Faith  and  Order  studies  on 
Baptism,  Eucharist  and  Ministry  had  been  concluded  for  the  time  being 
and  that  the  Commission  on  Faith  and  Order  had  produced  agreed  state¬ 
ments  on  these  subjects.  They  aim  at  preparing  the  way  towards  mutual 
recognition  among  the  churches.  The  Committee  recommended  that  these 
texts  be  published  and  sent  to  the  member  churches  for  information  and 
reaction ; 

3.  Took  note  of  the  decision  of  the  Commission  on  Faith  and  Order  both 
to  conclude  the  study  on  the  theme  “Unity  of  the  Church  —  unity  of 
mankind”  and  to  further  elaborate  the  implications  of  this  theme  by 
beginning  two  new  interdisciplinary  studies  related  to  racism  and  dia¬ 
logue.  It  hoped  that  these  studies,  by  confronting  the  search  for  “the 
unity  of  the  Church”  with  the  controversial  and  pressing  issues  of  the 
struggle  against  racism  and  the  dialogue  with  people  of  living  faiths  and 
ideologies,  will  not  only  bring  additional  theological  reflections  to  these 
areas  of  ecumenical  concern  but  deepen  the  understanding  of  the  Church’s 
unity.  It  therefore  welcomed  the  plan  to  publish  both  a  concluding  sym¬ 
posium-volume  on  the  insights  gained  in  the  study  process  and  a  popular 
booklet.  It  recommended  these  collaborative  studies  be  undertaken ; 

4.  Commended  the  effort  of  the  Commission  on  Faith  and  Order  to  clarify 
the  notions  of  conciliarity  and  organic  union  and  hoped  that  the  Accra 
report  on  “The  unity  of  the  Church  —  the  goal  and  the  way”  would  be 
made  available  to  the  churches  in  preparation  for  Section  II  of  the 
Fifth  Assembly ; 

5.  Welcomed  the  decision  of  the  Commission  on  Faith  and  Order  to  give 
much  more  attention  to  problems  of  worship  and  spirituality  than 
before.  Problems  of  the  Christian’s  spiritual  life  go  far  beyond  matters 
of  worship.  Worship  and  spirituality  cannot  and  should  not  be  seen  as 
matters  exclusively  related  to  Faith  and  Order  and  will  require  the 
cooperation  of  several  departments  of  the  WCC ; 

6.  Welcomed  the  decision  of  the  Commission  on  Faith  and  Order  to  give 
full  attention  to  the  relationship  of  men  and  women  in  the  Church.  It 
recommended  that  a  study  on  the  theological  and  practical  aspects  of 
the  community  of  men  and  women  in  the  Church  be  undertaken  in 
cooperation  with  other  parts  of  the  WCC  which  are  involved  in  these 
problems,  especially  Unit  III ; 

7.  Agreed  with  the  need  expressed  in  the  meeting  of  Faith  and  Order  in 
Accra  that  the  teaching  authority  of  the  churches  be  examined,  and 
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commended  the  Commission’s  decision  to  engage  in  a  series  of  studies 
on  this  issue  as  it  presents  itself  in  the  various  churches  of  the  ecumen¬ 
ical  movement ; 

8.  Emphasized  the  need  for  Faith  and  Order  to  give  careful  attention  to 
matters  of  church  law  in  ecumenical  perspective,  particularly  to  its  insti¬ 
tutional  and  organizational  implications.  Questions  of  church  law,  under¬ 
stood  in  this  wider  sense,  are  of  special  importance  to  all  union  negotia¬ 
tions  but  they  also  bear  on  the  relation  of  the  member  churches  to  the 
World  Council  at  large.  It  recommended  that  research  be  carried  out  in 
these  fields; 

9.  Approved  the  new  By-laws  of  the  Commission  on  Faith  and  Order 
(Appendix  II). 

These  considerations  and  recommendations  were  expressed  in  full  awareness  of 
the  fact  that  many  of  them  cannot  be  initiated  before  the  Fifth  Assembly. 
They  are  to  be  understood  as  indications  of  possible  new  programmes  beyond 
the  Assembly. 

III.  Sub-unit  on  Dialogue  with  People  of  Living  Faiths  and  Ideologies 

The  Unit  Committee  had  received  the  report  of  the  Director  of  DFI  highlight¬ 
ing  the  recent  activities  of  the  sub-unit,  notably  a  consultation  concerning 
primal  world  views,  a  multilateral  dialogue,  and  Christian-Muslim  and  Christian- 
Jewish  dialogues.  Issues  raised  included:  (a)  the  specificity  and  integrity  of 
dialogues  initiated  by  the  WCC  on  the  basis  of  mutual  acceptance  by  Christians 
and  their  neighbours  of  each  other’s  commitment  and  of  each  other’s  right  to 
witness;  (b)  the  relationship  of  dialogue,  mission  and  witness  in  the  context  of 
mutual  respect  and  openness  with  our  neighbours;  and  (c)  further  considera¬ 
tion  of  our  own  and  our  neighbours’  truth-claims,  spirituality  and  experience 
of  community. 

Discussion  in  the  Unit  Committee  had  drawn  attention  to  various  parts  of  the 
memorandum  “Towards  world  community”  such  as  (a)  the  need  to  recognize 
a  growing  interdependence  of  people  of  all  cultures;  (b)  the  need  to  maintain 
a  constructive  tension  between  commitment  to  witness  and  openness  to  dia¬ 
logue;  and  (c)  the  need  to  ensure  religious  and  ideological  liberties  for  others 
as  well  as  for  ourselves. 

The  Central  Committee : 

1 .  Commended  the  memorandum  from  the  Colombo  meeting  for  further 
study  and  drew  attention  to  the  memoranda  of  the  consultations  at 
Ibadan,  Cartigny  and  Legon; 

2.  Noted  plans  for  (a)  a  regional  Muslim-Christian  dialogue  in  South  East 
Asia  and  (b)  a  further  Jewish -Christian  dialogue; 
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3.  Recommended  that  the  DFI  Working  Group  continue  to  explore  future 
styles  and  patterns  of  dialogue,  including  stimulus  of  or  response  to 
local  and  regional  initiatives  of  member  churches  and  their  neighbours ; 

4.  Recommended  collaboration  by  DFI  with  Faith  and  Order  and  CWME  in 
further  Christian  reflection  on  the  significance  of  past  experiences  of 
dialogue  particularly  with  reference  to  the  sense  of  community  between 
Christians  and  their  neighbours  and  to  the  relationships  between  dia¬ 
logue  and  witness ; 

5.  Noted  that  the  issue  of  ideologies  already  features  in  the  programme  of 
DFI’s  interreligious  dialogues,  and  recommended  cooperation  between 
DFI  and  other  appropriate  sub-units  of  WCC  in  continuing  along  the 
lines  recommended  below  in  the  statement  on  “Ideologies  and  the 
ecumenical  movement”. 

IV.  Sub-unit  on  Church  and  Society 

The  Central  Committee  commended  the  staff  and  Working  Committee  of 
Church  and  Society  for  the  successful  completion  of  the  five-year  inquiry  on 
“The  future  of  man  and  society”,  and  received  for  information  the  draft 
report  of  the  Conference  in  Bucharest,  24  June-2  July  1974.  It  urged  that  the 
report  be  widely  circulated,  studied  and  discussed  in  the  churches,  particularly 
with  a  view  to  its  relevance  to  the  Assembly.  The  report  should  also  be  made 
available  to  other  bodies  concerned  with  similar  problems. 

The  Reference  Committee  had  emphasized  the  following  four  concerns : 

a)  the  continuation  of  the  creative  encounter  of  scientists,  technologists 
and  theologians; 

b)  the  need  to  continue  the  theological  examination  of  the  assumptions 
underlying  new  approaches  to  creation ; 

c)  the  importance  of  discovering  alternative  life  styles  which  give  new 
expression  to  the  role  of  spirituality  in  a  society  characterized  predomi¬ 
nantly  by  rationality ; 

d)  the  emphasis  on  humanizing  technology  where  it  has  an  alienating  and 
destructive  effect  on  the  social  life  and  cultural  self-realization  of  indi¬ 
viduals,  groups,  and  societies  in  the  light  of  the  search  for  a  new  ethic 
of  natural  resources  use. 

The  Central  Committee  noted  the  plan  of  the  staff  of  Church  and  Society  as 
proposed  at  the  Bucharest  Conference  to  prepare  a  popular  paperback  book 
summarizing  and  interpreting  the  results  of  the  five-year  inquiry  and  its 
consequences  for  ecumenical  thought  and  action,  for  the  use  of  individuals, 
groups  and  churches,  especially  in  relation  to  the  preparation  for  the  Assembly 
discussion  of  these  questions. 
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The  Central  Committee  requested  the  officers  and  staff  of  Church  and  Society 
to  convene  several  very  small  assessment  meetings  prior  to  the  Assembly  to 
delimit  and  outline  issues  for  further  study  which  have  emerged  from  the 
inquiry,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Assembly,  namely; 

a)  “rethinking  theology”  in  relation  to  significant  changes  in  the  contempo¬ 
rary  scientific  world  view,  and  new  ecological  perspectives  (in  coopera¬ 
tion  with  Faith  and  Order  and  other  units  and  sub-units  of  the  WCC); 

b)  the  socio-economic  and  ethical  implications  of  the  idea  of  a  sustainable 
and  just  society ;  immediate  attention  should  be  given  to : 

—  the  risks  and  potentialities  of  the  expansion  of  nuclear  power ; 

—  follow-up  of  the  WCC  report  on  “Population  policy,  social  justice  and 
the  quality  of  life”  in  light  of  the  forthcoming  World  Population 
Conference  (in  cooperation  with  CCPD  and  CCIA). 

The  Central  Committee  encouraged  Church  and  Society  staff  in  their  plan  to 
test  the  results  of  the  five-year  inquiry  by  a  series  of  staff  visits  to  selected 
regional  and  local  situations,  involving  local  pastors  and  laymen  in  a  discussion 
of  these  questions. 


V.  Ideologies  and  the  ecumenical  movement 

While  welcoming  attention  to  the  issue  of  ideologies  in  the  work  of  all  three 
programme  units  of  the  WCC,  the  Central  Committee  agreed  that: 

1 .  The  Staff  Chairman  of  Unit  I  should  convene  as  soon  as  possible  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  representatives  of  staff  of  all  sub-units  in  Unit  I  together  with 
some  staff  from  other  units  and  several  anticipated  delegates  or  consul¬ 
tants  to  the  next  Assembly  in  order  to : 

—  review  and  revise  the  staff  working  paper  on  “Ideologies  and  the 
ecumenical  movement”,  giving  special  attention  to  the  definition  and 
usage  of  the  word  “ideology”,  noting  the  ambiguity  whereby  “ideol¬ 
ogy”  may  refer  to  a  constructive  vision  for  social  change  or  to  an 
idolatrous  system;  they  should  propose,  if  desirable,  alternative 
terminology ; 

'  —  draw  out  of  the  working  paper  a  series  of  specific  issues  or  questions 
concerning  the  ideological  presuppositions  of  programmes  in  the  WCC 
and  in  local  churches,  asking  how  far  such  presuppositions  may  be 
contributing  to  the  unity  or  disunity  of  the  Church ;  and 

—  use  the  time  before  and  after  the  next  Assembly  to  discover  and,  if 
possible,  to  stimulate  and  coordinate  in  a  selection  of  different  cul¬ 
tural,  political  and  social  situations  local  initiatives  for  dialogue 
between  Christians  and  their  neighbours ;  attention  should  be  given  to 
criteria  for  people’s  varied  and  evolving  commitments  to  ideologies 
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such  as  socialism,  nationalism  or  humanism ;  this  may  sometimes 
involve  finding  appropriate  ways  to  support  Christians  for  whom  ideo¬ 
logies  represent  a  threat  rather  than  a  positive  challenge ; 

2.  If  a  suitable  person  is  available  and  if  financial  resources  can  be  found,  a 
Unit  I  staff  member  should  be  appointed  on  an  urgent  but  perhaps  tem¬ 
porary  basis  to  assist  the  process  of  eliciting  and  correlating  the  self¬ 
understanding  of  ideological  presuppositions  in  WCC  programmes ;  he  or 
she  should  be  ready  to  draw  on  or  to  invite  the  analysis  of  outside 
observers,  partners  in  dialogue  or  outspoken  critics  of  the  ecumenical 
movement. 

VI.  Human  settlements 
The  Central  Committee: 

1.  Received  a  report  on  the  recommendations  of  the  Section  on  Human 
Settlements  of  the  Bucharest  Conference  (see  pages  39-46  of  the  draft 
Bucharest  Report)  and  expressed  appreciation  that  an  outline  of  a  plan 
had  been  developed  in  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Central  Com¬ 
mittee  at  Utrecht,  1972; 

2.  Stressed  the  importance  of  the  contribution  of  the  Christian  congrega¬ 
tion  as  a  source  of  spiritual  values  and  humanizing  social  action  in  the 
rapidly  deteriorating  process  of  urbanization  ; 

3.  Recognized  the  need  to  carry  forward  this  concern  and  to  make  sure 
that  it  be  considered  among  the  programme  priorities  to  be  discussed  at 
the  next  Assembly ; 

4.  To  carry  through  the  proposals  for  this  programme  between  now  and 
the  Assembly,  recommended  the  formation  of  an  inter-unit  staff  task 
force  including  representatives  particularly  from  the  following  sub-units: 
Church  and  Society  (convener),  CWME  (UIM),  CCPD,  ClCARWS,  and 
other  interested  sub-units ; 

5.  Welcomed  the  proposal  of  an  advisory  group,  and  hoped  its  report 
would  be  available  to  the  Priorities  Group  of  the  Assembly. 

VII.  Follow-up  of  the  Central  Committee’s  Statement  on  Violence, 
Non-violence  and  the  Struggle  for  Social  Justice 

At  the  request  of  the  General  Secretary  the  Unit  I  Committee  had  received  a 
staff  report  on  the  follow-up  of  the  Statement  of  the  Central  Committee  on 
Violence  and  Non-violence  (Geneva  1973)  and  “the  possibility  of  developing 
new  kinds  of  crisis  intervention  ministries  in  close  relationship  with  churches 
in  such  crisis  areas”. 
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The  Reference  Committee  had  been  informed  of  the  wide  use  of  and  interest 
in  the  statement.  It  was  published  in  the  October  1973  issue  of  The  Ecumenical 
Review  which  was  devoted  to  this  topic  and  has  been  published  in  many  coun¬ 
tries  and  in  various  languages.  A  considerable  number  of  comments  and  reac¬ 
tions  have  been  received.  Four  main  attitudes  emerge  in  the  responses: 

a)  the  statement  has  been  especially  favourably  received  by  the  Historic 
Peace  Churches  ; 

b)  there  has  been  a  negative  reaction  from  those  who  believe  that  the 
choice  of  violence  and  non-violence  does  not  offer  a  realistic  option,  and 
that  the  real  option  is  rather  the  establishment  of  peace  and  justice ; 
they  believe  the  means  to  achieve  that  will  be  determined  not  by  the 
oppressed  but  by  the  oppressor ; 

c)  another  group  feels  that  the  terms  “structural  violence”  and  “power” 
are  not  yet  sufficiently  well  defined  and  need  further  clarification ; 

d)  there  are  those  who  believe  that  the  document  does  not  provide  suffi¬ 
cient  recognition  of  a  positive  and  creative  role  of  law  in  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  society. 

The  Reference  Committee  had  considered  the  need  for  a  continuing  program¬ 
me  on  Violence  and  Non-violence,  and  the  involvement  of  WCC  units  and 
sub-units  in  the  search  for  non-violent  methods  of  social  change.  It  had 
reached  two  conclusions : 

1.  The  WCC  is  already  doing  a  number  of  things  to  strengthen  the  non¬ 
violent  approach  to  social  change.  Indeed,  the  bulk  of  the  work  of  CCIA, 

PCR,  UIM,  Ccpd,  Refugees,  Dialogue  and  work  within  renewal  groups,  is  in 
support  of  action  for  social  justice  which  is  non-violent.  Moreover  the  WCC 

is  already  engaged  in  a  number  of  “crisis  intervention  ministries”  especially  in 
conflict  areas  in  the  Middle  East,  Latin  America,  Africa,  Asia,  Western 
Europe  and  North  America. 

2.  Nevertheless,  the  question  is  posed  whether  we  are  doing  enough  to 
encourage  the  exploration  of  “constructive  non-violent  options”.  As  the  state¬ 
ment  of  the  Central  Committee  said :  “Non-violent  action  represents  relatively 
unexplored  territory :  initiatives  being  taken  by  various  groups  and  individuals 
to  help  the  exploration  deserve  the  strongest  possible  support  from  the  WCC 
and  the  churches”  (Geneva,  1973).  There  are  many  churches  in  situations  of 
social  violence  which  ask  for  or  need  our  help.  There  are  also  numerous  poten¬ 
tial  conflict  situations  in  which  the  churches  are  likely  to  be  involved.  In  face 
of  this  challenge  what  we  do  often  appears  to  some  as  piecemeal,  a  series  of 
pragmatic  actions  which  do  not  express  a  clear  commitment  to  finding  non¬ 
violent  ways  of  seeking  social  justice.  The  WCC  needs  to  develop  more  effec¬ 
tive  ways  of  working  with  churches  in  actual  conflict  situations.  It  is  impor- 
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tant  to  recognize  that  the  humanization  of  the  oppressor  and  the  liberation 
of  the  oppressed  are  interrelated.  Different  models  of  action  must  be  tried  out 
and  the  churches  helped  in  meeting  their  needs  in  potential  conflict  situations. 

In  the  light  of  these  considerations,  the  Reference  Committee  had  recom¬ 
mended  that,  if  possible,  before  the  1975  Assembly  and  as  a  follow-up  of  the 
Violence/Non-violence  study,  the  WCC  experiment  with  : 

1.  A  series  of  ecumenical  team  visits  to  two  or  three  conflict  situations 

A  team  would  work  with  local  Christian  leaders  and  others,  taking  the  pulse 
of  the  situation,  and  seeking  information  on  the  following  points: 

—  the  nature  of  the  conflict  and  the  Christian  involvement; 

—  the  attitude  and  strategy  of  the  churches  in  the  situation  and  their  theolog¬ 
ical  and  ethical  basis ; 

—  the  pertinence  of  the  WCC  statement  to  this  conflict  situation ; 

—  what  the  WCC  (and  Christians  in  other  regions)  can  do  to  help  these  chur¬ 
ches  in  meeting  the  challenge  of  their  situation. 

The  teams  should  consist  of  a  small  group  selected  from  different  theological 
perspectives,  including  representatives  of  groups  committed  to  non-violence. 
They  ought  to  include  persons  with  previous  experience  in  conflict  situations. 
Each  team  should  include  WCC  staff,  and  equal  numbers  of  non-staff. 

2.  Encouragement  of  bilateral  exchange  of  views  and  experience 

In  addition  to  the  visitation  and  action  ministry  noted  above,  it  is  recognized 
that  the  ethical-theological  issues  inherent  in  the  problem  of  violence  and  non¬ 
violence  continue  to  divide  our  constituency.  It  is  felt  that  at  present  this  can¬ 
not  be  resolved  by  further  study  at  the  international  level.  The  Reference 
Committee  had  recommended  that  this  problem  be  approached  through  a 
series  of  encounters  between  groups  from  member  churches  holding  different 
views  concerning  the  necessity  and  the  relevance  of  non-violence  to  test  the 
situational  or  contextual  character  of  these  views  as  well  as  their  fundamental 
theological  assumptions. 

The  Reference  Committee  had  also  recommended  that  the  World  Council 
encourage  such  bilateral  exchanges  and  suggested  that  it  would  be  useful  to 
designate  a  WCC  staff  person  to  monitor  each  of  such  encounters. 

After  further  discussion  of  the  report  of  the  Reference  Committee,  the 
Central  Committee  agreed: 

1.  That  Church  and  Society  be  requested  to  prepare  a  report  on  reactions 
to  the  Central  Committee’s  Statement  and  the  comments  received  on 
the  Violence/Non-violence  study,  to  be  circulated  to  the  members  of  the 
Central  Committee  and  interested  individuals  and  groups; 
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2.  That  the  General  Secretary  be  requested  to  undertake  between  now  and 
the  Assembly  such  immediate  actions  as  may  be  possible  within  available 
staff  and  financial  resources ; 

3.  That  Unit  I  (in  cooperation  with  Unit  II)  prepare,  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Assembly,  proposals  for  an  on-going  WCC  programme  on  Violence 
and  Non-violence.  It  was  understood  that  some  non-staff  specialists  on 
this  topic  would  be  involved. 


REPORT  OF  REFERENCE  COMMITTEE  II 

The  report  was  presented  by  Bishop  Samuel  of  Egypt. 

I.  Unit  II  Committee  report 

The  Central  Committee  received  the  report  of  the  Unit  II  Committee,  and  the 
report  of  the  Unit  and  its  four  sub-units. 

j 

II.  Ecumenical  Development  Cooperative  Society 

Dr  Edler  Hawkins  presented  the  background  documents  and  the  Reference 
Committee’s  recommendation  on  this  proposal.  Following  general  discussion 
the  proposal  was  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee,  which  reported  back  at 
a  later  stage. 

On  the  basis  of  the  recommendations  of  Reference  Committee  II,  slightly 
modified  by  the  Finance  Committee,  the  Central  Committee  received  with 
appreciation  the  report  submitted  by  the  Special  Committee  which  was 
appointed  in  1973  to  assist  the  CCPD  staff  in  the  study  on  church  investment 
for  development;  and,  believing  that  the  proposed  Ecumenical  Development 
Cooperative  Society  has  the  potential  to  be  an  effective  instrument  for  the 
promotion  of  justice  and  development  among  the  poor  communities  of  the 
world  and  a  proper  means  of  re-deploying  part  of  the  investment  resources  of 
the  churches: 

1.  Agreed  that  the  World  Council  become  a  founding  member  of  the 
Ecumenical  Development  Cooperative  Society  by  taking  an  initial  share 
capital  of  Fr.  10,000  under  the  investment  portfolio  for  the  investment 
of  the  resources  of  the  General  Reserve  of  the  World  Council  and  a 
further  Fr.  100,000  with  resources  provided  by  CCPD  and  encourage 
other  commissions,  sub-units,  etc.  with  invested  reserves  to  consider 
taking  up  additonal  shares  in  the  name  of  the  World  Council ; 

2.  Urged  member  churches  and  their  agencies  also  to  become  founding 
members ; 
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3.  Recommended  that  steps  be  taken  to  interpret  the  objectives,  rationale 
and  procedures  of  the  proposed  Society  to  the  member  churches ; 

4.  Agreed  that  the  Society  be  incorporated  if  and  when  a  minimum  of 
30  eligible  members  (at  least  half  of  whom  shall  be  from  Asia,  Africa 
and  Latin  America)  have  agreed  in  writing  to  become  founding  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Society,  and  a  minimum  of  total  resources  of  Swiss  francs 
15  million  (about  US$5  million)  in  share  capital  is  assured; 

5.  Authorized  the  General  Secretary  to  arrange  for  the  convening  of  the 
first  General  Meeting  of  the  Society  when  the  foregoing  conditions  are 
met  and  the  soliciting  of  applications  for  a  small  group  of  four  to  six 
staff,  including  the  General  Manager,  and  the  preparation  of  a  dossier  on 
them  for  consideration  at  the  first  General  Meeting. 


III.  Continuation  of  the  Programme  to  Combat  Racism 

Bishop  Samuel  presented  the  report  of  the  Reference  Committee  and  indicated 
that  the  whole  Programme  had  been  discussed  in  the  churches  for  a  long  time 
and  many  reactions  had  been  received  from  the  churches.  The  Programme  had 
been  authorized  in  1969  for  a  period  of  five  years  and  its  mandate  was  there¬ 
fore  in  need  of  renewal. 

The  Central  Committee  agreed  to  receive  the  report. 

On  behalf  of  the  Reference  Committee,  Bishop  Samuel  moved  the  following 
resolutions : 

1.  After  full  examination  of  the  issues  raised,  the  Central  Committee 
resolves  to  continue  the  Programme  to  Combat  Racism  as  an  ongoing 
programme  of  the  WCC,  reaffirming  the  lines  of  policy  as  laid  down  in 
the  Minutes  of  the  Central  Committees  at  Canterbury  (1969),  Addis 
Ababa  (1971)  and  Utrecht  (1972),  and  re-appointing  the  present  Com¬ 
mission. 

Bishop  Oliver  Tomkins  proposed  as  an  amendment  that  after  the  words  “the 
WCC”  there  be  inserted  the  words:  “to  be  reviewed,  together  with  all  other 
programmes,  at  the  Fifth  Assembly.  The  Central  Committee  reaffirms  the 
lines  of  policy...”. 

After  considerable  discussion,  the  amendment  was  put  to  the  vote  and  lost, 
and  resolution  (1)  was  carried. 

2.  The  Central  Committee  resolves  to  continue  to  make  grants  from  the 
Special  Fund  to  movements  of  the  racially  oppressed  and  to  organiza¬ 
tions  supporting  the  victims  of  racial  injustice,  with  a  minimum  target 
of  $300,000  to  be  raised  and  distributed  each  year. 
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Dr  Richard  von  Weizsacker  and  Dr  David  Russell  proposed  that  the  Special 
Fund  be  reconstituted  in  such  a  way  that  it  support  pre-examined  projects 
only.  Miss  Jean  Fairfax  stressed  the  fact  that  with  such  limited  resources  this 
Fund  had  achieved  so  much  that  it  must  be  continued  as  a  small  sign  that  a 
few  whites  are  prepared  to  participate  in  the  transfer  of  economic  resources 
without  traditional  controls. 

After  further  discussion,  resolution  (2)  was  carried  unchanged. 

3.  The  Central  Committee  resolves  that  increased  regional  participation  in 
cooperation  with  racially  oppressed  groups  be  further  encouraged  and 
that  guidelines  for  future  work  of  the  Programme  be  submitted  for  dis¬ 
cussion  at  the  Fifth  Assembly  in  1975.  It  further  requests  that  the  PCR 
study  the  need  for  multiple  strategies  in  combating  racism  and  report  to 
the  Executive  or  Central  Committee  at  the  earliest  possible  time. 

Archbishop  K.  Sarkissian  proposed  that  after  the  word  “increased”  be  added  the 
words:  “consultation  with  the  churches  of  the  regions  and”.  This  was  accepted 
by  Bishop  Samuel  and  incorporated  into  the  resolution  which  was  then  carried. 

Mrs  Clarie  Harvey  proposed,  and  it  was  seconded,  that  the  Central  Committee 
recognize  that  the  spiritual  needs  of  the  oppressors  are  often  as  great  as  the 
physical  needs  of  the  oppressed ;  therefore  a  ministry  to  the  oppressors  should 
be  initiated  as  part  of  the  total  liberating  process.  After  discussion  it  was 
accepted  that  this  was  implied  in  the  whole  programme  and  the  motion  was 
lost. 

IV.  The  WCC  and  international  banking  in  Southern  Africa 

The  Rev.  Benjamin  Locher  introduced  the  report  on  this  subject  on  behalf  of 
Reference  Committee  II.  He  pointed  out  that  it  was  part  of  the  consequences 
of  the  Utrecht  decision  that  we  had  to  accept  responsibility  for  the  use  being 
made  of  our  resources.  Our  experience  had  already  proved  that  actions  we 
took  could  have  a  major  effect  on  banking  policy  in  some  cases. 

Following  discussion,  the  Central  Committee,  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Reference  Committee : 

«r 

1.  Instructed  the  Finance  Department  to  communicate  Document  31 

(revised),  with  supporting  documents,  to  the  Europe  an- American  Banking 
Corporation  and  its  members,  namely : 

The  Deutsche  Bank,  Federal  Republic  of  Germany 
The  Societe  Gene  rale,  France 
The  Midland  Bank,  UK 

Amsterdam-Rotterdam  Bank  N.V.,  The  Netherlands 
The  Societe  Generate  de  Banque  S.A.,  Belgium 
The  Creditanstalt-Bankverein,  Austria 
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and  to  solicit  assurances  that  they  will  stop  granting  loans  to  the  South 
African  Government  and  its  agencies.  It  instructed  the  Finance  Depart¬ 
ment  to  report  the  results  to  the  Executive  Committee  and  authorized 
the  Executive  Committee,  if  satisfactory  assurances  are  not  forthcoming, 
to  ensure  that  no  WCC  funds  are  deposited  with  those  banks. 

2.  Urged  all  member  churches,  Christian  agencies  and  individual  Christians, 
to  use  all  their  influence  to  press  these  above-mentioned  banks  and  other 
banks  participating  in  the  loans  to  cease  granting  loans  to  the  South 
African  Government  and  its  agencies. 

V.  Documents  on  “Threats  to  survival”  and  ‘The  economic  threat  to  peace” 

Since  the  contents  of  these  papers  had  been  discussed  earlier,  the  Central  Com¬ 
mittee,  on  the  proposal  of  Dr  Russell  Chandran,  accepted  by  the  chairman  of 
the  Reference  Committee,  received  the  two  papers  and  agreed: 

1 .  To  give  the  widest  possible  publicity  to  the  facts  and  insights  contained 
in  these  documents  so  that  Christians  may  be  challenged  to  seek  ways  of 
effectively  promoting  the  political  will  for  change ; 

2.  To  draw  the  attention  of  the  member  churches  to  the  UN  World  Food 
Conference  to  be  held  in  Rome  later  this  year  and  to  request  the  chur¬ 
ches  to  bring  the  insights  contained  in  these  documents  to  the  notice  of 
their  Governments  in  preparation  for  this  Conference  and  to  cooperate 
to  the  extent  possible  in  the  implementation  of  any  constructive  propo¬ 
sals  which  might  emerge  from  this  Conference ; 

3.  To  ask  the  staff  of  Unit  II  to  render  all  possible  assistance  in  this  process 
both  by  providing  further  factual  material  and  offering  critical  review  of 
proposals  being  prepared  for  the  Conference. 

VI.  Human  Rights  programme 

The  Reference  Committee  had  received  and  discussed  the  report  on  the 
Human  Rights  programme  of  CCIA  and  the  plans  now  well-advanced  for  the 
consultation  on  this  theme.  The  consultation  would  take  place  in  Austria, 

21-26  October  1974.  A  great  deal  of  information  was  now  available  about 
regional  consultations  which  were  being  held  directly  or  indirectly  in  prepara¬ 
tion  for  the  October  meeting.  A  brief  discussion  indicated  that,  while  this  mat¬ 
ter  was  of  major  importance  to  the  Central  Committee,  it  would  not  be  prof¬ 
itable  to  focus  great  attention  on  it  until  after  the  report  of  the  consultation 
and  the  whole  programme  leading  to  it  had  been  received. 

*The  full  text  of  “Threats  to  survival”  will  appear  in  Study  Encounter ,  Vol.  X,  No.  4, 

1974,  SE/67,  and  of  “The  economic  threat  to  peace”  in  The  Ecumenical  Review, 

Vol.  XXVII,  No.  1,  1975. 
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VII.  The  Middle  East 


On  the  recommendation  of  the  Reference  Committee,  after  consultation  with 
CCIA ,  the  Central  Committee  adopted  the  following  statement  on  the  Middle 
East: 

The  Central  Committee  welcomes  recent  favourable  developments  in  the 
Middle  East  situation.  Among  these  are  the  preliminary  steps  of  disenga¬ 
gement  on  the  Egyptian  and  Syrian  fronts.  The  Central  Committee  hopes 
that  the  Geneva  Peace  Conference  will  lead  to  a  permanent  lasting  peace 
in  the  area.  We  urge  that  all  parties  concerned  secure  the  membership  of 
the  Palestinian  people  in  the  Conference. 

The  Central  Committee  calls  upon  the  Governments  concerned  to  accel¬ 
erate  the  preparations  for  the  second  phase  of  the  Geneva  Peace  Conference. 

VIII.  Jerusalem 

Bishop  Samuel  presented  a  statement,  recommended  by  the  Reference  Com¬ 
mittee,  on  Jerusalem.  There  was  considerable  discussion  during  which  the  state¬ 
ment  was  examined  sentence  by  sentence.  Thereafter  the  original  statement, 
with  slight  amendments,  was  adopted  as  follows: 

The  Central  Committee  affirms  that,  in  order  to  reach  a  satisfactory 
position  regarding  Jerusalem,  the  following  facts  should  be  taken  into 
account : 

1.  Jerusalem  is  a  Holy  City  for  three  monotheistic  religions:  Judaism, 
Christianity  and  Islam.  The  tendency  to  minimize  Jerusalem’s  impor¬ 
tance  for  any  of  these  three  religions  should  be  avoided. 

2.  Its  importance  for  Christianity  is  reflected  in  the  following  statement 
of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  WCC  at  Bad  Saarow  (February 
1974):  “Christian  Holy  Places  in  Jerusalem  and  neighbouring  areas 
belong  to  the  greatest  extent  to  member  churches  of  the  WCC,  specifi¬ 
cally  the  Eastern  Orthodox  and  Oriental  Orthodox  Churches,  and 

are  also  of  concern  to  other  Christians.”  But  the  question  of 
Jerusalem  is  not  only  a  matter  of  protection  of  the  Holy  Places,  it 
is  organically  linked  with  living  faiths  and  communities  of  people  in 
the  Holy  City. 

Any  proposed  solution  as  to  the  future  of  the  Holy  Places  in 
Jerusalem  should  take  into  account  the  legitimate  rights  of  the  chur¬ 
ches  most  directly  concerned. 

3.  Any  solution  on  Jerusalem  should  take  into  account  the  rights  and 
needs  of  the  indigenous  people  of  the  Holy  City. 

4.  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  matters  related  to  jurisdiction  over 
Jerusalem  will  only  find  their  lasting  solution  within  the  context  of 
the  settlement  of  the  conflict  in  its  totality. 
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The  Central  Committee  recommends  that  the  above  should  be  worked  out 
with  member  churches,  initially  those  churches  most  directly  concerned, 
and  in  consultation  with  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  These  issues  should 
also  become  subjects  for  dialogue  with  Jewish  and  Muslim  participants. 


IX.  The  Republics  of  Korea  and  the  Philippines 

Bishop  Samuel  reported  that  great  concern  had  been  expressed  in  the  Refer¬ 
ence  Committee  and  elsewhere  about  the  general  situation  in  both  South 
Korea  and  the  Philippines.  He  also  reported  that  Reference  Committee  I  had 
discussed  the  matter  at  length  from  the  point  of  view  of  CWME  and  that  its 
recommendations  had  been  delayed  from  the  presentation  of  that  committee 
to  the  present. 

After  considerable  discussion  and  slight  amendment  of  the  original  proposal, 
the  statement  was  adopted  as  follows: 

The  Central  Committee  of  the  WCC  expresses  concern  over  the  worsen¬ 
ing  situation  with  regard  to  human  rights  in  the  Republic  of  Korea  and 
the  Republic  of  the  Philippines.  The  present  policies  of  the  Governments 
of  these  countries  have  led  to  misuse  of  power,  repression,  and  abridg¬ 
ment  of  justice  and  freedom. 

We  are  inspired  by  the  courageous  stand  taken  by  secular  and  religious 
groups  and  individual  citizens  in  these  countries.  In  both  countries, 
several  groups  of  Christians,  including  Protestants  and  Roman  Catholics, 
have  openly  identified  themselves  with  the  struggle  for  social  justice  and 
affirmation  of  human  rights  for  all  people  as  an  expression  of  their 
commitment  to  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Therefore  the  Central  Committee  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
resolves  as  follows: 

1.  To  appeal  to  the  Governments  of  the  Republic  of  Korea  and  the 
Republic  of  the  Philippines  to  release  any  persons  detained  in  viola¬ 
tion  of  human  rights ; 

2.  To  disseminate  to  the  member  churches  of  the  World  Council  of  Chur¬ 
ches  all  available  information  on  the  developments  in  these  two  coun¬ 
tries  and  the  courageous  .examples  of  the  Christians  there ; 

3.  To  send  a  delegation  to  each  of  these  countries  to  consult  with  church 
leaders  there  and  to  make  appropriate  representation  to  officials  of 
government ; 

4.  To  request  the  CCIA  to  take  further  action  as  and  when  necessary,  in 
consultation  with  the  member  churches  of  the  area  and  national  and 
regional  ecumenical  bodies; 
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5.  To  reaffirm  support  for  and  solidarity  >with  all  citizens  whose  human 
rights  have  been  denied  and  especially  with  those  Christians  who  have 
responded  out  of  their  commitment  to  the  Gospel,  and  to  pledge 
continued  support,  solidarity,  and  prayer. 

Bishop  Macario  Ga  of  the  Philippines  requested  that  his  dissent  be  recorded. 

On  the  recommendation  of  Reference  Committee  I,  the  Central  Committee 

then  agreed : 

1.  To  send  a  word  of  encouragement  to  those  in  Korea  and  the  Philippines 
who  are  witnessing  to  their  faith  in  the  face  of  oppression  and  persecu¬ 
tion  and  call  upon  the  churches  to  uphold  them  in  prayer ; 

2.  To  ask  CWME  to  bring  these  actions  to  the  attention  of  churches  and 
councils,  as  a  challenge  to  them  to  re-examine  their  own  understanding 
of  mission  and  the  forms  and  styles  of  their  mission  obedience,  includ¬ 
ing  faithful  Christian  commitment  in  participation  in  the  social-political 
life  of  the  nation. 


X.  Cyprus 

On  Wednesday,  14  August,  the  General  Secretary  referred  to  the  resumption  of 
the  Cyprus  conflict,  the  bombing  of  Nicosia  and  the  meeting  of  the  UN 
Security  Council.  On  the  advice  of  the  officers  and  staff  of  CciA  ,  and  in  con¬ 
sultation  with  those  most  concerned,  the  Central  Committee  agreed  to  send 
the  following  cable  to  Dr  Kurt  Waldheim,  Secretary  General  of  the  UN,  over 
the  signatures  of  the  Chairman  and  Secretary  of  the  Central  Committee : 

The  Central  Committee  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches,  meeting  in 
Berlin,  expresses  its  anxiety  about  the  situation  in  Cyprus.  The  break¬ 
down  of  the  Geneva  Conference,  new  fighting  in  Cyprus  and  the  increas¬ 
ing  presence  of  armed  forces  on  the  island,  have  already  resulted  in 
escalating  the  tension.  For  the  civilian  population  this  has  led  to  severe 
sufferings. 

The  Central  Committee  urges  the  Security  Council  to  take  effective  and 
immediate  measures  to  use  all  its  influence  to  bring  the  parties  concerned 
to  new  negotiations  along  the  lines  of  the  earlier  decisions  of  the 
Security  Council. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Metropolitan  Nikodim  and  Archbishop  Sarkissian,  the 
matter  of  a  further  response  on  the  Cyprus  situation  was  referred  to  Reference 
Committee  II. 

At  a  later  stage,  the  General  Secretary  announced  that  the  Officers  had  sent  a 
letter  in  their  name  to  Archbishop  Makarios.  Metropolitan  Nikodim  requested 
that  this  letter  be  shared  with  all  members  of  the  Central  Committee. 
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At  a  yet  later  stage,  Ambassador  0.  Dahlen,  chairman  of  CciA,  presented  a  pro¬ 
posed  statement  on  the  Cyprus  situation.  He  pointed  out  that  it  was  extremely 
difficult  to  make  a  statement  while  the  crisis  was  still  continuing  and  the  situa¬ 
tion  was  changing  by  the  hour,  and  that  the  statement  had  been  prepared  after 
extensive  consultation  with  participants  at  the  Central  Committee  from  the 
area.  After  discussion,  the  statement,  somewhat  amended,  was  adopted  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

In  the  course  of  the  Central  Committee  of  the  WCC  meeting  here  in 
Berlin,  we  have  followed  with  deep  distress  the  development  of  tragic 
events  in  Cyprus,  while  recognizing  the  complexity  of  the  long-existing 
problems  facing  the  two  main  communities  on  the  island. 

We  strongly  disapprove  the  interventions  of  foreign  military  forces  which 
have  resulted  in  death  to  many  persons,  deep  suffering  for  the  civilian 
population  and  the  uprooting  of  thousands  of  people  from  their  homes. 

We  condemn  the  non-compliance  with  the  UN  Security  Council  resolu¬ 
tions  which  requested  cease-fire  and  negotiations. 

We  urge  the  parties  involved  now  to  adhere  completely  to  the  cease-fire 
and  to  come  immediately  to  the  negotiation  table.  The  people  of  Cyprus 
must  be  fully  represented  in  these  negotiations.  Their  aim  must  be  that 
the  people  of  Cyprus  should  be  able  to  decide  their  own  future  without 
any  foreign  interference  whatsoever. 

The  great  powers  have  a  special  responsibility  to  cooperate  in  order  to 
make  possible  a  political  climate  conducive  to  the  restoration  of  peace 
on  the  island. 

The  Central  Committee  sends  its  greetings  to  all  churches  in  the  area 
and  assures  them  of  its  prayers  for  the  wellbeing  of  all  people. 

XI.  Indochina 

Bishop  Samuel  presented  the  report  of  the  Reference  Committee  and  Dr  Aaron 
Tolen,  acting  chairman  of  the  Board  of  the  Fund  for  Reconstruction  and 
Reconciliation  in  Indochina,  spoke  on  the  work  which  it  had  done. 

On  behalf  of  the  Reference  Committee,  Bishop  Samuel  proposed  that  the 
Central  Committee : 

1.  Receive  the  report  on  the  activities  of  the  Fund  for  Reconstruction  and 
Reconciliation  in  Indochina; 

2.  Extend  the  mandate  of  the  Fund  for  five  years  from  the  end  of  1975 ; 

3.  Authorize  the  Executive  Committee  to  decide  on  the  exact  nature  of 
the  relationship  between  the  Fund  and  the  Christian  Conference  of  Asia. 

Following  the  presentation  of  these  motions,  there  was  an  extended  discus¬ 
sion  on:  (a)  whether  the  mandate  of  the  Fund  could  be  renewed  until  1980 
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without  prejudging  the  issue  and  committing  the  Assembly ;  at  the  same  time 
it  was  recognized  that  the  commitment  to  the  on-going  work  was  necessary 
for  all  its  relationships;  (b)  the  nature  of  the  present  and  possible  relationship 
of  the  Fund  to  the  CCA.  The  WCC  had  appointed  a  majority  of  Asians  to  the 
Fund  which  had  practical  working  relationships  to  CCA  but  no  official  rela¬ 
tionships.  There  was  need  to  clarify  these  matters  in  the  next  period. 

Dr  Ernest  Payne  moved  the  following  amendment : 

The  Central  Committee  reaffirms  its  commitment  to  the  Fund  for 
Reconstruction  and  Reconciliation  in  Indochina  and  recognizes  that  it 
will  need  to  be  continued  beyond  the  end  of  1975  and  during  the 
period  of  reconstruction ;  and  authorizes  the  Executive  Committee  to 
consider  the  exact  nature  of  the  relationship  between  the  Fund  and  the 
CCA,  to  take  interim  action  and  to  report  to  the  Assembly  in  regard 
to  the  renewal  of  the  mandate. 

The  amendment  was  seconded,  put  to  the  vote  and  carried,  and  became  the 
motion.  Without  further  discussion  it  was  presented  as  the  motion  and  carried. 


REPORT  OF  REFERENCE  COMMITTEE  III 

Dr  Lois  Miller  presented  the  report  and  dealt  with  the  following  items : 

I.  The  family 

Dr  William  Kennedy  of  the  Office  of  Education  spoke  about  the  conference 

Familia  ‘74.  The  Central  Committee  approved  the  following  statement : 

The  Central  Committee,  recognizing 

a)  That  Familia  ‘74  expressed  a  unanimous  wish  for  the  WCC  to  be 
more  deeply  involved  in  existing  family  life  programmes  around 
the  world  and  in  helping  to  create  a  new  international  ecumenical 
lay  commission  on  family  movements ; 

b)  That  this  commission  should  have  as  wide  a  range  of  activities  as  had 
emerged  at  Familia  ‘74,  i.e.  that  it  be  not  narrowly  focused  only  on 
the  enrichment  of  marriage  and  family  life  for  personal  satisfactions, 
but  that  the  family  be  seen  in  a  social  context  and  family  power  be 
harnessed  to  engage  in  the  struggle  for  social  justice ; 

c)  That  Familia  ‘74  expressed  confidence  that  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  was  the  proper  agency  to  encourage  the  development  of 
this  commission ;  and 
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d)  That  pamilia  ‘74  expressed  a  unanimous  wish  that  the  WCC  and  the 
International  Confederation  of  Christian  Family  Movements  take  very 
seriously  the  implications  and  the  successful  style  of  Familia  ‘74  in 
all  future  conferences,  and  that  a  similar  conference  should  be  held 
in  the  next  few  years ; 

approves  that  the  initiative  be  taken  by  the  Family  Ministries  Office  of 
the  Programme  Unit  on  Education  and  Renewal  in  inviting  representatives 
of  the  International  Conference  of  Christian  Family  Movements,  the 
International  Union  of  Family  Organizations,  the  Vatican  Committee  on 
the  Family  and  other  family  oriented  organizations  and  societies,  to 
meet  next  year  to  discuss  the  formation  of  an  International  Commission 
on  Family  Movements,  the  aim  of  which  would  be  to  further  the  thrusts 
and  ideals  which  emerged  at  Familia  ‘74  and  to  work  towards  a  Familia 
‘79  which  might  be  held  in  Asia. 

In  answer  to  a  question,  the  Chairman  pointed  out  that  no  detailed  proposals 
for  a  new  organization  were  being  approved  at  this  time  and  the  matter  would 
be  brought  back  to  the  Central  Committee. 


II.  Language  policy 

Dr  Miller  reported  that  the  Reference  Committee  had  devoted  much  time  to 
this  question  on  the  basis  of  work  done  by  a  Language  Policy  Task  Force 
among  staff.  It  submitted  a  proposal  regarding  the  appointment  of  a  small 
multilingual  and  cross-cultural  language  policy  committee  to  meet  with  the 
Assembly  Preparation  Committee  to  advise  it  on  language  use  and  style  of 
communication  at  the  Assembly.  It  also  proposed  that  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  appoint  a  group  of  language  consultants  from  among  Assembly  dele¬ 
gates  to  observe  and  reflect  upon  language  use  and  its  difficulties,  and  creative 
possibilities  of  communication  during  the  Assembly.  These  proposals  were 
referred  to  the  Reference  Committee  on  Assembly  Preparation,  and  on  their 
recommendation  the  Central  Committee  agreed  that  a  group  of  delegates  at 
the  Assembly  be  charged  with  a  watching  brief  on  language  and  communica¬ 
tion  questions  and  requested  to  prepare  a  report  for  the  first  meeting  of  the 
incoming  Central  Committee. 

Twenty-four  hours’  notice  having  been  given,  Dr  Miller  moved  that  in  WCC 
Rule  XIV  5.o  the  phrase  in  the  first  sentence  “The  three  official  languages” 
be  struck  out  and  the  words  “the  languages  regularly  used”  inserted,  and  that 
the  words  in  the  fourth  sentence  “the  three  official  languages”  be  struck  out 
and  the  words  “these  three  languages”  substituted.  These  changes  in  the 
Rules  were  approved. 
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III.  Theology  in  the  context  of  conflict 

Dr  Miller  reported  on  the  symposium  on  Black  Theology  and  Latin  American 
Theology  of  Liberation  held  at  the  WCC  in  May  1973.  It  was  recognized  that 
the  WCC  cannot  avoid  these  critical  issues  raised  for  the  life  and  the  unity  of 
the  Church.  The  Church,  in  order  to  remain  faithful  to  its  Lord,  must  be 
identified  with  those  who  are  struggling  for  freedom  in  the  context  of  servitude 
and  oppression.  While  we  do  not  fully  understand  the  exact  implementation 
of  this  faith,  we  do  agree  that  there  is  a  WCC  task  to  create  the  context  for  a 
dialogue  on  these  issues.  Dr  Miller,  on  behalf  of  the  Reference  Committee, 
moved,  and  after  considerable  discussion  the  Central  Committee  agreed: 

1.  That  a  document  be  prepared  along  the  lines  of  the  draft  paper  “Theol¬ 
ogy  in  the  context  of  conflict”,  suitably  revised  in  order  to  facilitate 
dialogue  on  this  issue ; 

2.  That  this  new  document  be  considered  for  inclusion  in  the  materials  for 
the  relevant  sections  of  the  Fifth  Assembly  of  the  WCC,  namely  Section  I 
“Confessing  Christ  today”  and  Section  V,  “Structures  of  injustice  and 
struggles  for  liberation” ; 

3.  That  this  new  document  also  be  referred  to  the  Faith  and  Order  Com¬ 
mission,  with  an  invitation  to  join  in  a  further  consultation  to  focus  on: 

—  the  challenge  of  “liberation  theology”  and  “Black  theology”  to  the 
theological  understanding  of  the  churches,  and  to  their  style  of  life ; 

—  the  implications  of  this  challenge  for  the  understanding  of  the  unity 
of  the  Church; 

—  the  insights  to  be  gained  on  theological  method  from  looking  at 
theology  in  the  context  of  conflict. 


IV.  Sexism :  discrimination  against  women 

Dr  Miller  reported  on  the  Consultation  on  Sexism  in  the  1970s  held  by  the 
WCC  in  West  Berlin  in  June  1974.  Miss  Pauline  Webb  spoke  of  the  consultation 
and  paid  tribute  to  the  quality  of  the  participants.  She  stressed  that  in  order 
to  make  their  full  contribution  women  needed  the  support  and  understanding 
of  men.  There  was  a  strong  sense  of  community  in  the  consultation  despite 
the  differences  of  background,  and  there  was  unanimous  agreement  that  at  the 
next  Assembly  there  should  be  a  plenary  session  given  to  the  place  of  women 
in  a  changing  world.  Miss  Brigalia  Bam  reported  that  five  books  would  be 
published  in  various  languages  following  the  Consultation  and  indicated  various 
proposals  for  study  and  action  coming  out  of  the  meeting. 

On  behalf  of  the  Reference  Committee,  Dr  Miller  moved  and  the  Central  Com¬ 
mittee  agreed: 
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1.  Publicly  to  support  the  United  Nations  International  Women’s  Year 
1975  and  communicate  its  support  to  the  United  Nations  Commission 
on  the  Status  of  Women ; 

2.  To  recommend  to  member  churches  that  they  participate  fully  in 
national  programmes  designed  to  achieve  the  objectives  of  International 
Women’s  Year  and/or  plan  their  own  programmes  for  the  purpose  ; 

3.  To  reaffirm  its  wish  that  there  should  be  adequate  representation  of 
women  from  member  churches  on  all  boards  and  committees  of  the 
Council ;  and  to  instruct  the  Executive  to  continue  to  examine  the  staff 
and  committee  structure  with  a  view  to  ensuring  that  it  is  sufficient  for 
handling  the  wide  variety  of  programmes  and  concerns  of  women. 

On  behalf  of  the  Reference  Committee,  Dr  Miller  moved: 

That  the  Central  Committee  should  instruct  the  General  Secretary  that, 
in  celebration  of  International  Women’s  Year,  a  fund  should  be  set  up 
for  the  political,  social  and  cultural  development  of  women,  in  both 
urban  and  rural  areas,  especially  those  living  on  the  subsistence  level. 

Lord  March  pointed  out  that  this  matter  had  not  been  considered  by  the 
Finance  Committee.  Bishop  Roy  Nichols  moved,  and  it  was  seconded,  and 
agreed : 

That  the  General  Secretary  be  requested  to  consider  the  financial  impli¬ 
cations  of  this  proposal  and  bring  recommendations  for  decision  to  the 
Executive  Committee  in  April  1975. 

Dr  Miller,  on  behalf  of  the  Reference  Committee,  moved  and  it  was  agreed: 

That  the  Unit  on  Education  and  Renewal  should  mobilize  women  for 
participation  in  a  project  directed  towards  correcting  the  worst  condi¬ 
tions  of  housing,  health  and  nutrition,  with  emphasis,  where  appropriate, 
on  the  provision  of  water. 

Dr  Miller,  on  behalf  of  the  Reference  Committee,  moved  that  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  should: 

1.  Provide  guidelines  to  all  its  speakers,  writers  and  translators,  to  help 
eliminate  sexist  language,  concepts  and  imagery  from  all  speeches  and 
documents ;  include  women  as  members  of  committees  dealing  with 
these  and  as  writers;  and  ask  all  writers  and  speakers,  whenever  possible, 
to  stress  the  full  partnership  of  men  and  women ; 

2.  Eliminate  the  sexist  language  from  the  study  booklet,  litanies,  and  the 
special  hymn  in  the  preparatory  materials  for  the  Fifth  Assembly. 

Miss  Jean  Fairfax  said  that  she  was  convinced  that  most  people  related  to  the 
WCC  did  not  understand  the  problem  of  sexism  in  language.  She  therefore 
proposed  as  an  addition  to  the  above  resolution : 
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That  the  WCC  should  appoint  a  Task  Force  on  Sexism  and  Language  to 

provide  a  background  paper  which  shall : 

—  express  the  rationale  as  to  why  we  should  be  concerned  about  this 
issue ; 

—  define  the  problem  and  identify  specific  issues  and  instances  to  be 
addressed ; 

—  recommend  guidelines  to  help  in  the  elimination  of  sexist  language, 
concepts  and  imagery  in  speeches  and  publications  of  the  WCC ; 

—  report  to  the  Executive  Committee  in  April  1975. 

After  discussion,  Miss  Fairfax’s  amendment  was  accepted  as  a  motion  to 
replace  the  motion  of  the  Reference  Committee,  and  was  carried. 


V.  Youth  concerns 

The  Reference  Committee  drew  the  attention  of  the  Central  Committee  to 
the  ongoing  concerns  of  the  World  Council  in  regard  to  youth.  There  was  a 
need  for  the  churches  to  act  with  young  people  in  the  transformation  of 
society.  The  Unit  III  Committee  had  asked  for  a  re-evaluation  of  the  youth 
work  in  the  WCC,  taking  into  account  the  quest  for  a  meaningful  faith  and 
for  relevant  forms  of  community. 

On  behalf  of  the  Reference  Committee,  Dr  Miller  moved: 

That  the  Central  Committee  agree  to  the  establishment  of  a  Youth 
Fund  (as  proposed  by  Regional  Youth  Secretaries,  Beirut  1972,  and  also 
Cartigny,  Switzerland,  1972)  to  facilitate  and  develop  the  initiatives  now 
confronting  the  WCC  in  the  area  of  ecumenical  youth  work.  This  Fund 
should  be  developed  in  part  from  new  sources. 

After  some  debate,  the  Chairman  ruled  that  as  the  Finance  Committee  had 
not  been  able  to  consider  this  matter  adequately  it  could  not  be  dealt  with  at 
this  session  of  the  Central  Committee. 

On  behalf  of  the  Priorities  Committee,  Bishop  Nichols  moved,  it  was  seconded, 
and  the  Central  Committee  agreed : 

That  the  General  Secretary  be  asked  to  examine  the  situation  of  youth 
work  in  the  WCC  afresh  and  bring  proposals  to  the  Executive  Committee 
in  April  1975. 

Dr  Miller,  on  behalf  of  the  Reference  Committee,  moved: 

That  the  Central  Committee  agree  that  the  Ad  Hoc  Committee  on 
Youth  shall  continue  meeting  annually  if  feasible ;  and  that  it  should  be 
expanded  to  be  more  representative  of  the  varied  aspects  of  youth  work 
in  the  world  Church. 
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Mr  David  Johnson  moved  as  an  amendment  that  the  following  words  be 
added:  “provided  that  necessary  funds  be  sought  and  become  available”.  The 
amendment  was  adopted  and  the  motion  as  amended  was  carried. 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  Reference  Committee,  it  was  agreed: 

1.  That  the  next  meeting  of  the  Ad  Hoc  Committee  on  Youth  be  held  in 
Nairobi,  1975,  and  members  of  the  Committee  work  with  the  Assembly 
Preparation  Committee  in  Africa; 

2.  To  recommend  that  a  meeting  of  the  young  delegates  and  advisers  be 
held  for  three  days  immediately  before  the  Assembly. 

At  a  later  session  concern  was  expressed  about  the  conduct  of  the  youth 
operation  of  the  World  Council.  After  some  discussion,  the  General  Secretary 
assured  the  Committee  that  a  major  review  of  the  youth  work  of  the  Council 
would  be  undertaken  in  preparation  for  the  Assembly. 


VI.  The  Ecumenical  Institute 

Professor  John  Mbiti  was  introduced  as  the  new  Director  of  the  Ecumenical 
Institute  and  he  addressed  the  Central  Committee.  The  Central  Committee,  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  Reference  Committee ; 

1 .  Welcomed  Prof.  Mbiti  on  taking  up  his  important  task  for  the  ecumenical 
movement ; 

2.  Commended  the  report  of  the  Ecumenical  Institute  of  Bossey  to  the 
member  churches,  drawing  attention  to  the  kind  of  programme  provided, 
as  shown  in  the  appendix  to  the  report. 

VII.  Portfolio  for  Biblical  Studies 

Dr  Miller  spoke  on  the  work  done  under  this  Portfolio.  It  was  agreed  to 
receive  the  report,  commend  the  work  to  the  attention  of  the  member  chur¬ 
ches,  and  express  warm  appreciation  to  the  Director,  Dr  Hans-Ruedi  Weber. 


VIII.  Participation  in  Change 

Dr  Ian  Fraser  reported  on  some  of  the  unusual  features  of  this  programme 
which  had  concentrated  on  making  effective  contact  with  poor  and  powerless 
groups  around  the  world.  He  spoke  of  his  enriching  contacts  with  people  “at 
the  base”  in  many  countries  of  the  world,  particularly  in  the  developing  areas. 
He  spoke  of  the  service  that  needs  to  be  rendered  to  these  people,  but  empha¬ 
sized  even  more  strongly  the  service  they  can  render  to  the  world  Christian 
community  by  the  quality  and  style  of  their  life. 
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The  Central  Committee  agreed  that  the  new  Unit  Committee  which  will  be 
appointed  at  the  Fifth  Assembly  review  the  broad  field  of  its  service  to  the 
whole  People  of  God  and  the  ministry  they  exercise,  taking  account  of  the 
concerns  which  have,  till  now,  been  incorporated  in  the  Participation  in 
Change  programme. 

IX.  Sexist  language  in  WCC  Constitution  and  Rules 

The  Reference  Committee  had  received  a  staff  paper  drawing  attention  to  cer¬ 
tain  phrases  and  individual  words  in  the  Constitution  and  Rules  which  some 
people  considered  to  be  sexist  in  their  assumptions.  Twenty-four  hours’ 
notice  had  been  given  of  the  need  to  change  the  Rules  and  consider  the 
recommended  change  in  the  Constitution.  Mr  William  Thompson,  in  present¬ 
ing  the  matter  in  detail,  stressed  that  this  was  primarily  a  question  of  the 
English  language.  He  explained  that  there  was  some  difficulty  because  if  there 
were  to  be  alterations  in  the  Constitution  by  the  Assembly,  notice  would 
have  to  be  given  to  the  member  churches  after  the  issues  had  been  considered 
by  this  Central  Committee. 

Miss  Fairfax  asked  how  we  could  achieve  our  real  desire,  which  was  to  affirm 
our  commitment  to  remove  sexist  terms  from  the  Constitution  and  Rules  and 
to  replace  them  with  appropriate  terms. 

After  further  discussion,  Dr  Ernest  Payne  moved,  and  it  was  seconded  and 
carried  unanimously : 

That  the  Central  Committee  affirms  that,  from  the  formation  of  the 
WCC,  no  distinction  has  been  intended  between  men  and  women  in  the 
provisions  of  the  Constitution  and  Rules.  It  instructs  the  Executive, 
between  now  and  the  Assembly,  in  collaboration  with  the  Task  Force 
established  by  this  Central  Committee,  to  examine  the  Constitution  and 
Rules  in  order  to  remove  any  misunderstanding,  and  refers  the  staff 
documents  to  them  with  general  approval. 


REPORT  OF  REFERENCE  COMMITTEE  IV 
I.  Applications  for  membership 

Dr  Robert  J.  Marshall  reported  that  the  Executive  Committee  had  submitted 
recommendations  regarding  four  churches.  On  the  basis  of  these  recommenda¬ 
tions,  the  Reference  Committee  recommended  and  the  Central  Committee 
agreed : 

1 .  That  the  Huria  Kristen,  Indonesia ;  the  Church  of  Sangir  Talaud,  Indonesia ; 
and  the  National  Council  of  Community  Churches,  USA,  be  received  into 


49 


full  membership  of  the  WCC  provided  that  in  the  next  six  months  objection 
is  not  received  from  more  than  one-third  of  the  member  churches ; 

2.  That  the  Eglise  Protestante  d’Algerie  be  received  as  an  associate  member 
of  the  WCC  provided  that  in  the  next  six  months  objection  is  not 
received  from  more  than  one-third  of  the  member  churches. 

The  Reference  Committee  recommended  and  it  was  agreed : 

That,  subject  to  their  membership  being  confirmed,  each  of  the  three 
member  churches  be  allocated  one  delegate  in  the  Fifth  Assembly,  and 
the  associate  member  church  one  fraternal  delegate. 

II.  WCC  New  York  Office 

Dr  Marshall  referred  to  the  fact  that  the  Rev.  Charles  Long  was  now  respon¬ 
sible  for  this  office.  Mr  Long  was  welcomed  to  the  Central  Committee  and 
his  report  was  received. 

III.  WCC  and  member  churches 

Dr  Marshall  reported  that  the  Reference  Committee  had  welcomed  the  increased 
contact  between  the  WCC  headquarters  and  the  member  churches.  The  Com¬ 
mittee  had  given  special  attention  to  the  problem  of  member  churches  which 
appear  to  take  no  active  part  in  the  life  of  the  Council.  The  Reference  Committee 
recommended  and  the  Central  Committee  agreed  that  the  special  situations  of 
the  small  number  of  churches  which  take  no  part  at  all  in  WCC  activities  be 
studied  with  a  view  to  a  report  being  submitted  to  the  Central  Committee  at 
some  future  date. 

IV.  Department  of  Communication 

Dr  Marshall  said  that  the  Reference  Committe  had  received  the  report  of 
the  Working  Committee  on  the  Department  of  Communication,  which  reviewed 
the  news  service,  interpretation  and  features,  and  a  number  of  other  concerns. 
The  Reference  Committee  had  been  asked  particularly  to  consider  the  proposal 
for  the  launching  of  a  popular  magazine  for  the  WCC  to  incorporate  a  number 
of  its  existing  publications.  After  considerable  discussion,  the  Central  Commit¬ 
tee  agreed  to  publish  the  magazine  One  World  as  described  in  the  Department 
of  Communication  report,  and  take  all  possible  steps  to  encourage  the  member 
churches  to  promote  the  magazine  effectively  wherever  possible  and  at  all  levels 
in  the  churches,  it  being  understood  that  the  suggested  title  would  be  recon¬ 
sidered  in  light  of  comments  received,  but  without  delaying  the  proposed 
publication  date. 

At  a  later  stage  the  Central  Committee  received  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Programme  Priorities  on  this  proposal.  In  a  statement  of  policy,  the  Central 
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Committee  agreed  that  the  new  magazine  should  be  comprehensive  in  scope, 
with  a  well-balanced  presentation  of  theological  discussion,  renewal  concerns 
and  social  action  reports.  The  aim  of  the  magazine  should  be  to  reach  a  wide 
cross-section  of  the  World  Council’s  constituency ;  style  and  content  should 
reflect  that  intention  with  opportunity  for  reader  response.  A  key  part  of  the 
purpose  of  the  magazine  would  be  the  careful  interpretation  and  discussion  of 
WCC  decisions  and  controversial  issues. 

On  the  basis  of  these  recommendations,  the  Central  Committee  noted  that  the 
English  edition  of  This  Month,  as  well  as  Justice  and  Service,  would  be  discon¬ 
tinued,  and  agreed: 

1.  That  departmental  newsletters  focus  on  programme  concerns  addressed  to 
their  specialized  constituency  but  that  items  of  news  that  are  of  general 
interest  should  be  incorporated  in  the  new  magazine ; 

2.  That  the  Staff  Periodicals  Coordinating  Group  continue  its  discussions 
concerning  the  possibility  of  incorporating  other  WCC  publications  in  the 
new  magazine. 

In  a  separate  recommendation  the  Department  of  Communication  was  encour¬ 
aged  to  continue  pursuing  the  possibility  of  increasing  WCC  news  coverage 
using  religious  and  secular  news  agencies  throughout  the  world  in  view  of  the 
limited  number  of  WCC  publications  in  indigenous  languages. 


V.  Regional  and  national  councils 

Dr  Marshall  reported  on  the  discussion  for  the  first  time  in  a  Reference  Com¬ 
mittee  on  WCC  relationships  with  regional  and  national  councils.  Obviously 
this  had  only  been  of  a  preliminary  nature  at  this  stage.  The  Reference  Com¬ 
mittee  recommended,  and  it  was  agreed: 

1 .  That  all  WCC  staff  give  careful  consideration  to  their  relationships  with 
regional  and  national  councils,  particularly  whenever  it  seems  needful  to 
make*  statements  on  situations  or  issues  in  a  particular  area  and  when 
relationships  are  established  with  other  groups  in  an  area; 

2.  That  work  be  done  on  defining  the  role  of  regional  and  national  councils 
and  their  interaction  with  the  WCC ; 

3.  That,  particularly  in  tension  areas,  there  be  staff  visits  and  especially  care¬ 
ful  communication  and  shared  information  be  explored  in  any  action 
taken; 

4.  That  there  be  a  meeting  of  representatives  from  regional  councils  and 
from  the  WCC  before  the  Fifth  Assembly  to  work  on  role  definition  and 
to  share  with  each  other  and  the  WCC  staff  their  experiences  and  needs. 
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VI.  New  associate  council 

Dr  Marshall  reported  that  an  application  had  been  made  by  the  Botswana 
Christian  Council  to  be  received  as  an  associate  council  of  the  WCC.  He 
explained  that  according  to  the  Rules  this  required  the  agreement  of  this 
Council  to  the  Basis  of  the  WCC  and  the  approval  of  the  member  churches  in 
the  area.  This  having  been  assured,  the  Reference  Committee  recommended, 
and  it  was  agreed,  that  the  application  be  accepted. 


REPORT  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE 


Lord  March  presented  the  first  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  (Appendix 
III). 

In  the  discussion  that  followed,  a  number  of  church  representatives,  particularly 
from  the  USA  and  Britain,  emphasized  that  sudden  major  increases  in  church 
contributions  could  not  be  expected.  Dr  Richard  von  Weizsacker  indicated  that 
it  was  not  clear  whether  the  German  churches  could  meet  their  target  but  he 
did  not  consider  the  outlook  justified  recommending  a  cut  in  the  WCC  pro¬ 
gramme  at  this  stage. 

After  further  discussion,  Mr  William  Thompson  moved : 

That  the  Finance  Committee  be  requested  to  bring  to  the  Central  Com¬ 
mittee  later  in  this  meeting  an  alternative  General  Budget  for  1975  for 
consideration,  showing  the  implications  for  programmes  funded  from  this 
budget  of  a  10%  reduction  in  the  level  of  anticipated  expenditures 
which  would  have  the  effect  of  bringing  the  General  Budget  into  balance 
with  anticipated  recurring  income. 

After  discussion  this  motion  was  put  to  the  vote  and  lost. 

The  Rev.  Johannes  Langhoff  moved,  and  Dr  E.A.  Payne  seconded: 

That  in  view  of  the  fact  that  decisions  by  the  Assembly  will  inevitably 
come  too  late  to  affect  the  1976  budget,  the  Finance  Committee  and 
the  Priorities  Committee  be  asked  forthwith  to  prepare  as  realistic  an 
assessment  as  possible  of  resources  likely  to  be  available  in  1976,  and  the 
consequences ;  that  this  be  presented  to  the  Central  Committee  later  in 
the  meeting,  and  that  in  the  light  of  the  discussion  and  decision  then 
the  Executive  Committee  be  authorized  to  approve  a  1976  budget, 
which  must  be  based  on  realistic  estimates  of  1976  income  in  the  light 
of  information  available  in  April  1975. 

This  motion  was  carried. 
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At  a  later  session  Lord  March  presented  the  finance  section  of  a  combined 
report  from  the  Finance  and  Priorities  Committees,  as  follows: 

1.  At  its  earlier  session,  the  Central  Committee  had  requested  as  realistic 
an  assessment  as  possible  of  the  resources  likely  to  be  available  for  financing 
operations  under  the  General  Budget  in  1976.  The  Finance  Committee  has 
therefore  reviewed  the  figures  presented  in  its  first  report.  The  conclusions 
reached,  which  must  of  course  be  subject  to  the  reservations  made  in  the  first 
report  about  the  wide  margin  of  possible  error  involved  in  any  attempt  made 
—  particularly  in  view  of  the  many  uncertainties  at  the  present  time  —  to 
forecast  the  position  two  years  ahead,  are  as  follows : 

a)  It  would,  after  review,  seem  necessary  to  raise  from  Fr.  8,000,000  to 
Fr.  8,200,000  the  estimate  of  the  General  Budget  needed  in  1976  to 
make  possible  the  maintenance  of  roughly  the  same  level  of  programme, 
activities  and  staff  as  in  1974,  since  the  first  estimate  assumed  special 
contributions  for  the  work  of  the  Ecumenical  Institute  and  there  is  no 
assurance  that  such  contributions  can  be  secured. 

b)  If  all  member  churches  were  able,  as  requested  by  the  Central  Commit¬ 
tee  one  year  ago,  to  raise  their  contributions  by  50%  in  1976,  total 
contributions  would  become  about  Fr.  8,000,000  and,  with  the  addition 
of  about  Fr.  400,000  from  interest  earnings  and  participation  by  other 
budgets  in  the  financing  of  the  Central  and  Executive  Committee  meet¬ 
ings,  income  would  be  roughly  adequate  to  finance  such  a  General  Budget. 

c)  A  realistic  review  of  prospective  income  from  contributions  suggests  that, 
while  many  member  churches  have  agreed  to  make  a  50%  increase, 
several  of  the  largest  contributors  do  not  at  present  anticipate  being  able 
to  do  so,  and  the  best  estimate  of  1976  member  church  contributions 
which  can  be  made  at  this  time  would  appear  to  be  Fr.  6,350,000. 

d)  These  estimates  would  imply  a  deficit  of  Fr.  1,450,000.  To  reduce  the 
1976  General  Budget  by  Fr.  1,450,000  might  involve  reducing  staff 
financed  under  that  budget  by  six  or  seven  senior  staff  positions  plus 
supporting  staff,  or  by  nearly  25  %  of  the  staff  financed  under  the 
General  Budget. 

As  pointed  out  in  our  first  report,  the  position  could  be  even  more  serious  if 
income  adequate  to  finance  the  budgets  of  the  Portfolio  for  Biblical  Studies 
and  the  Office  of  Education  cannot  be  secured  and  deficits  on  those  opera¬ 
tions  should  have  to  be  covered  from  the  General  Budget. 

2.  The  Finance  Committee  would  recall  that  the  Central  Committee  recog¬ 
nized  last  year  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  achieve  a  fairer  sharing  of  respon¬ 
sibility  for  financial  support  among  the  member  churches  and  to  reduce  the 
undue  dependence  on  the  contributions  of  the  member  churches  in  the  USA 
and  Germany.  The  Finance  Committee  therefore  recommends: 
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a)  That  all  member  churches  be  urged  to  take  any  possible  action  to 
increase  their  contributions  to  the  General  Budget  in  1974  and  1975; 

b)  That,  since  there  are  still  some  member  churches  which  make  no  contri¬ 
bution  or  which  make  an  unreasonably  small  contribution,  all  such 
member  churches  be  urged  to  take  speedy  action  to  correct  this  situa¬ 
tion  ; 

c)  That  the  member  churches  in  the  USA  be  asked  to  seek  to  raise  by  one 
third  from  the  level  of  the  1973  contributions  the  total  of  the  US  sup¬ 
port  for  the  General  Budget  for  1976 ; 

d)  That  the  member  churches  in  Germany  be  asked  to  seek  to  raise  their 
contribution  for  1976  by  one  third  from  the  1973  level; 

e)  That  the  request  to  the  member  churches  in  all  other  countries  from  the 
Central  Committee  in  1973  to  seek  to  raise  their  contributions  for  1976 
by  at  least  50%  from  the  level  of  their  1973  contributions  be  confirmed; 

f)  That  all  member  churches  be  requested,  in  the  period  following  the  Fifth 
Assembly,  to  plan  for  an  annual  increase  in  contribution  sufficient  to 
compensate  the  effects  of  inflation  and  maintain  the  real  value  of  their 
support. 

3.  The  Finance  Committee  further  recommends: 

That  the  Executive  Committee  be  authorized  to  approve  the  1976  General 
Budget  at  its  meeting  in  April  1975  on  the  basis  of  realistic  estimates  of  the 
resources  which  can  at  that  time  be  foreseen  as  available  for  the  financing  of 
that  budget. 

The  Central  Committee  approved  the  above  recommendations  of  the  Finance 
Committee. 

Bishop  Roy  Nichols  then  reported  for  the  Priorities  Committee  following  the 
joint  sessions  with  the  Finance  Committee,  as  follows: 

1.  In  response  to  the  mandate  of  the  Central  Committee,  after  several  joint 
meetings  with  the  Finance  Committee,  we  submit  the  following  observations: 

a)  If  budget  reductions  totalling  Fr.  1,450,000  should  be  required  for  the 
1976  General  Budget,  there  would  need  to  be  a  reduction  of  six  or  seven 
senior  staff  positions,  with  their  support  system  and  personnel. 

b)  Such  reductions  would  affect  primarily  programmes  dependent  upon  the 
General  Budget:  Faith  and  Order,  Church  and  Society,  CciA,  certain 
Renewal  programmes,  PCR,  Bossey,  the  Library,  the  Department  of 
Finance  and  the  General  Secretariat. 

c)  Since  the  same  size  General  Secretariat  would  be  required  to  provide 
leadership  and  coordination  for  WCC’s  multifaceted  programme 
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spectrum,  proposed  staff  cuts  would  necessarily  be  directed  towards 
already  understaffed  programme  areas,  most  of  which  represent  the 
theological  and  advocacy  aspects  of  WCC. 

d)  One  fourth  of  WCC’s  total  staff  complement  depends  upon  General 
Budget  funding.  The  budget  reductions  indicated  above  would  involve 
reducing  that  number  by  25  %. 

2.  A  reduction  of  such  magnitude  in  1976,  immediately  following  the 
Fifth  Assembly,  would  have  a  drastic  effect  on  the  programme  momentum 
generated  at  Nairobi.  Furthermore,  since  those  senior  staff  members  whose 
services  are  terminated  would  need  to  be  notified  by  1  January  1975,  a  few 
months  from  now,  this  would  severely  affect  morale  and  efficiency  in  prepa¬ 
ration  for  the  Fifth  Assembly. 

3.  Notwithstanding  these  considerations,  whatevet  must  be  done  can  be 
done,  but  not  without  dire  effect  on  WCC’s  programme  balance. 

The  Priorities  Committee  therefore  recommends: 

a)  That  the  proposals  of  the  Finance  Committee  be  adopted,  leaving  the 
final  decision  to  the  April  Executive ;  and 

b)  That  the  General  Secretary  be  requested  to  initiate  procedures  for 
renewing  and  coordinating  the  present  pattern  of  fund-raising  support 
for  WCC  and  to  bring  appropriate  recommendations  to  the  April 
Executive. 

The  Central  Committee  approved  the  above  recommendations  of  the  Priorities 
Committee. 

The  Finance  Committee  further  recommended  and  it  was  agreed : 

1.  1973  Accounts 

That  the  report  of  the  auditors  be  received  and  the  audited  accounts  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  for  the  year  ended  31  December  1973  be  accepted 

2.  General  Budget  1975 

That  approval  be  given  to  the  proposed  General  Budget  for  1975  totalling 
Fr.  6,950,000. 


3.  Gain  on  exchange  operations 

a)  That  approval  be  given  to  the  proposed  principles  for  the  allocation  of 
one  half  of  the  gains  on  exchange  in  1972  and  1973  to  the  commissions 
agencies,  sub-units,  etc.  entitled  to  participate  in  those  gains ; 
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b)  That  there  be  set  aside  out  of  undistributed  gains  on  exchange  in  1971, 
1972  and  1973  an  amount  of  $1,000,000  as  a  provision  against  possible 
future  exchange  losses  and  that  the  amount  of  that  provision  be 
reviewed  annually ; 

c)  That  the  Central  Committee  note  with  appreciation  that  some  of  the 
commissions  and  agencies  participating  in  those  gains  have,  in  response 
to  the  hope  expressed  by  the  Central  Committee  last  year,  agreed  to 
make  significant  resources  available  out  of  gains  on  exchange  towards 
the  budget  for  the  Fifth  Assembly  and  express  the  hope  that  others  may 
take  similar  action. 

4.  Budget  for  Fifth  Assembly 

a)  That  approval  be  given  to  a  provisional  budget  totalling  $1,400,000  for 
the  Fifth  Assembly  to  be  held  in  Nairobi,  Kenya,  and  that  the  Executive 
Committee  be  authorized  to  approve  at  its  next  meeting  a  detailed  bud¬ 
get  prepared  in  the  light  of  the  additional  information  then  available ; 

b)  That,  recalling  the  earlier  action  asking  all  member  churches  to  seek  to 
contribute  or  to  raise  special  contributions  to  the  budget  for  the  Fifth 
Assembly  of  the  order  of  magnitude  of  one  half  of  their  annual  contri¬ 
butions  to  the  General  Budget  and  noting  with  gratitude  that  50  mem¬ 
ber  churches  have  made  or  promised  contributions  totalling  about 
$400,000,  the  Central  Committee  urge  all  member  churches  which  have 
not  yet  acted  to  make  contributions  towards  the  amount  of  more  than 
$100,000  which  must  still  be  raised  to  complete  the  financing  of  the 
Fifth  Assembly. 

5.  Commission  on  World  Mission  and  Evangelism 

That  approval  be  given  to  an  Operating  Budget  for  CWME  for  1975  totalling 
Fr.  1,859,300,  as  recommended  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Com¬ 
mission. 

6.  Commission  on  Inter-Church  Aid ,  Refugee  and  World  Service 

That  approval  be  given,  as  recommended  by  the  Commission,  for  a  1975 
Service  Programme  budget  totalling  Fr.  5,432,450  plus  $926,350  for  the 
presentation  of  needs  to  the  constituency  on  the  understanding  that  this  bud¬ 
get  or  alternative  proposals  may  be  presented  to  the  December  meeting  of  the 
Commission  with  a  view  to  authorizing  expenditure  for  1975  on  the  basis  of 
anticipated  income. 

7.  Commission  on  the  Churches7 Participation  in  Development 

That  approval  be  given  to  a  1975  budget  for  CCPD  totalling  Fr.  1,781,100 
plus  $2,010,500. 
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8.  Office  of  Education 

That  approval  be  given  to  a  1975  budget  for  the  Office  of  Education  total¬ 
ling  Fr.  559,850. 


9.  Investment  portfolios 

That  the  Central  Committee  note  that  the  Finance  Committee  reviewed  the 
position  in  respect  of  the  World  Council’s  investment  portfolios  which,  at 
30  June  1974,  show  significant  book  losses  as  do  the  portfolios  of  almost  all 
other  organizations  at  that  date. 


10.  Travel  Assistance  Fund 

That  the  Central  Committee  note  that,  although  this  fund  was  exhausted  at 
the  end  of  1973,  good  attendance  at  the  Berlin  meetings  has  been  made  pos¬ 
sible  by  generous  grants  from  the  Senate  of  the  City  of  Berlin  and  from  the 
churches  of  Germany  and  that  this  is  only  one  of  the  many  acts  of  generous 
hospitality  for  which  the  Central  Committee  will  wish  at  the  appropriate  time 
to  make  an  expression  of  sincere  gratitude. 

1 1 .  Retirement  and  provident  foundations 

a)  That,  noting  that  the  present  terms  of  appointment  expire  at  this  time, 
the  Central  Committee : 

—  reappoint  as  members  of  the  Board  of  the  Retirement  Foundation 
for  a  period  of  three  years : 

Dr  Ernest  A.  Payne 

The  Rt  Hon.  the  Earl  of  March 

Dr  Jacques  Rossel 

Mr  Wim  Schot 

—  and  appoint  for  a  period  of  three  years : 

Dr  Robert  J.  Marshall 

—  reappoint  as  members  of  the  Board  of  the  Provident  Foundation  for 
a  period  of  three  years : 

Dr  Ernest  A.  Payne 

The  Rt  Hon.  the  Earl  of  March 

Dr  Jacques  Rossel 

—  and  appoint  for  a  period  of  three  years : 

Dr  Robert  J.  Marshall 
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b)  that  the  Central  Committee  note  that,  in  common  with  other  similar 
institutions,  the  Foundations  are  at  this  time  facing  problems  by  reason 
particularly  of  the  high  rate  of  inflation,  and  they  need  to  consider  adjust¬ 
ments  in  the  light  of  planned  new  legislation  in  Switzerland  ;  and  that  these 
questions  have  been  reviewed  by  the  Boards  at  meetings  here  in  Berlin. 

12.  Appointment  of  auditors 

That  the  auditors  of  the  1973  accounts  be  reappointed  to  audit  the  accounts 
of  the  World  Council  for  the  year  ending  31  December  1974. 

13.  WCC  and  international  banking  in  Southern  Africa 

That  the  Central  Committee  note  that  the  Finance  Committee  reviewed  the 
paper  on  this  question  and,  after  the  acceptance  by  the  Reference  Committee 
of  some  suggested  modifications,  associates  itself  fully  with  the  recommenda¬ 
tions  made  by  the  Reference  Committee  in  Document  No.  31  (revised). 

14.  Membership  and  timing  of  meetings  of  Finance  Committee 

That  the  Central  Committee  note  that  the  initial  experience  of  the  revised 
membership  and  timing  of  meetings  of  the  Finance  Committee  is  proving 
highly  effective  and  that  experience  clearly  demonstrates  the  need  for : 

a)  membership  comprising  representatives  both  from  the  Central  and  Exe¬ 
cutive  Committees  and  from  Unit  Committees,  Commissions  with  sepa¬ 
rate  budgets,  etc. ; 

b)  a  meeting  of  at  least  two  days’  duration  prior  to  each  Central  Committee 
meeting ; 

c)  meetings  as  needed  throughout  each  Central  Committee  meeting  with 
the  continuous  presence  of  the  full  membership ;  and 

d)  procedures  to  ensure  that  the  Finance  Committee  is  notified  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment  during  each  Central  Committee  meeting  of  any 
matters  arising  in  Reference  Committees  or  other  such  committees  which 
have  financial  implications. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  PROGRAMME  PRIORITIES 


Bishop  Nichols  presented  the  report  of  the  Committee.  After  dealing  with  a  num¬ 
ber  of  matters  which  are  reported  elsewhere  in  the  minutes,  he  referred  partic¬ 
ularly  to  the  work  of  the  Staff  Group  which  had  been  endeavouring  to  make 
proposals  related  to  some  problems  which  had  emerged  in  the  operation  of  the 
new  structure  of  the  WCC.  The  Staff  Group  had  produced  the  following  proposals 
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1.  The  new  Central  Committee  shall  be  organized  into  four  Unit-policy 
Reference  Committees : 

a)  three  of  these  shall  serve  as  Unit  Committees,  under  the  new  structure, 
and  the  Policy  Reference  Committees  during  the  sessions  of  the  Central 
Committee ; 

b)  in  addition  to  the  Central  Committee  members  who  make  up  the  Unit- 
policy  Reference  Committees,  each  sub-unit  shall  select  three  persons  to 
serve  as  voting  members  of  each  of  the  Unit-policy  Reference  Commit¬ 
tees  ;  it  is  understood  that  Unit  III  shall  be  permitted  to  organize  itself 
into  sub-units; 

c)  the  fourth  Committee  shall  include  the  concerns  assigned  to  the  General 
Secretariat  and  related  specialized;  units. 

2.  In  addition,  there  shall  be  a  Committee  on  Finance  and  a  Committee  on 
Staffing. 

3.  The  functions  of  the  present  Committee  on  Programme  Priorities  shall 
be  assumed  by  the  Executive  Committee.  To  perform  this  function,  the  Exe¬ 
cutive  may  institute  its  own  sub -committee  on  Programme  Planning  and 
Priorities. 

4.  The  four  large  committees  shall  meet  during  the  session  of  the  Central 
Committee. 

5.  It  will  be  necessary,  however,  for  the  Finance  Committee  to  meet  before 
the  Unit-policy  Reference  Committees  begin  their  work. 

6.  The  Central  Committee  meeting  immediately  after  the  Assembly  shall 
elect  the  nuclei  of  commissions  and  work  groups. 

7.  The  nucleus  groups  shall  submit  proposals  for  programme  and  composi¬ 
tion  of  commissions  and  work  groups  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

8.  An  early  full  meeting  of  the  Central  Committee  shall  be  called  to  appoint 
the  commissions  and  work  groups,  to  constitute  the  four  Reference  Committees, 
and  to  consider  the  programme  proposals. 

9.  The  Staff  Group  shall  prepare  a  final  report  setting  out  the  procedure  for 
consideration  and  decision  by  the  next  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

Considerable  discussion  followed  in  which  concern  was  expressed  that  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Committee  might  be  divided  into  rigidly  fixed  blocs  for  too  long  a  period 
and  also  that  it  might  lose  the  help  of  specialists  representing  sub-units  but  not 
members  of  the  Central  Committee. 

The  Central  Committee  finally  agreed  that  the  matter  be  referred  back  to  the 
Staff  Group  with  the  request  that,  in  the  light  of  the  discussion,  proposals  be 
made  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee. 
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REPORT  OF  NOMINATIONS  AND  STAFFING  COMMITTEE 


Miss  Pauline  Webb  presented  the  report  to  the  Central  Committee,  meeting  in 
closed  session. 


I.  Staffing  matters 

The  Nominations  and  Staffing  Committee  drew  the  Central  Committee’s  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  ruling  of  the  Executive  Committee  meeting  in  Bad  Saarow, 
February  1974,  that  the  normal  term  of  service  of  a  staff  member  was  six 
years  and  that  nine  years  would  be  the  maximum,  and  that  it  could  not  be 
further  extended  except  by  the  Central  Committee  itself  on  the  special  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  General  Secretary.  It  was  agreed  that  the  General  Secretary 
should  write  to  all  staff  members  reminding  them  of  this  ruling.  It  was  also 
agreed  that  in  the  next  staff  document  on  staff  appointments  the  length  of 
each  staff  member’s  service  should  be  indicated. 

There  was  some  discussion  about  the  distinction  to  be  made  in  this  regard 
between  programme  and  technical  staff.  It  was  generally  understood  that, 
while  in  principle  the  limitation  to  a  maximum  of  nine  years  of  service  applied 
to  all  staff,  a  distinction  could  be  drawn  between  those  doing  technical  or 
administrative  jobs  and  those  responsible  through  programme  for  regular  rela¬ 
tionships  with  the  churches.  It  was  agreed  to  refer  this  matter  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  for  clarification. 


A.  Central  Committee  appointments 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  Nominations  and  Staffing  Committee,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  appointments  were  agreed : 

1.  Programme  Unit  on  Faith  and  Witness 

Dialogue  with  People  of  Living  Faiths  and  Ideologies 
Dr  Franz  von  Hammerstein  as  Secretary  of  the  Committee  on  the  Church 
and  the  Jewish  People  from  a  date  between  April  and  July  1975  to 
31  December  1977 

2.  Programme  Unit  on  Justice  and  Service 

Commission  on  Inter-Church  Aid,  Refugee  and  World  Service 
Mrs  Muriel  Webb  as  Director  for  two  years  and  three  months  from 
1  October  1974  to  31  December  1976. 

The  Rev.  Ernest  L.  Fogg  to  the  staff  of  the  Fund  for  Reconstruction 
and  Reconciliation  in  Indochina  for  three  years  from  16  June  1974, 
provided  that  the  mandate  is  renewed,  and  as  Director  until  the  end  of 
the  present  mandate. 
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B.  Central  Committee  reappointments 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  Nominations  and  Staffing  Committee,  the 
renewal  of  the  following  appointments  was  agreed : 

The  Rev.  Paul  Abrecht  for  two  years  from  1  January  1976  to  31  December 
1977  (on  the  recommendation  of  the  General  Secretary) 

The  Rev.  Ans  van  der  Bent  for  two  years  from  1  December  1975  to 
30  November  1977  (on  the  recommendation  of  the  General  Secretary) 

Mrs  Moya  Burton  for  two  years  from  1  January  1976  to  31  December  1977 
(on  the  recommendation  of  the  General  Secretary) 

The  Rev.  Emilio  Castro  for  two  years  from  1  January  1976  to  31  December 
1977 

Miss  Maryse  Courvoisier  for  two  years  from  1  January  1976  to  31  December 
1977  (on  the  recommendation  of  the  General  Secretary) 

Mr  Charles  Day  for  two  years  from  1  January  1976  to  31  December  1977 
(on  the  recommendation  of  the  General  Secretary) 

Miss  Rosemarie  Doench  for  two  years  from  1  July  1975  to  30  June  1977 

Prof.  Paulo  Freire  for  two  years  from  1  January  1976  to  31  December  1977 

Mr  Gerhard  Hennes  for  two  years  from  1  September  1975  to  31  August  1977 

Dr  Gerhard  Hoffmann  for  two  years  from  1  September  1975  to  31  August  1977 

Mrs  Mercedes  Saitzew  for  two  years  from  15  September  1975  to  14  September 
1977 

Dr  Reinhild  Traitler  for  two  years  from  15  November  1975  to  14  November 
1977  (on  the  recommendation  of  the  General  Secretary) 

As  the  present  mandate  of  SODEPAX  ends  on  31  December  1975,  and  as  the 
appointment  of  Father  Joseph  Spae  is  a  joint  appointment  with  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  it  was  agreed  to  postpone  the  decision  on  his  reappointment 
until  the  Executive  Committee  in  April  1975. 

C.  Appointments  and  reappointments  by  the  Executive  Committee  or 
Officers 

The  following  appointments  and  reappointments  confirmed  by  the  Executive 
Committee  in  Bad  Saarow,  February  1974,  or  by  the  Officers  later,  were 
ratified : 

Appointments 

Mr  J.  Victor  Koilpillai  as  Editorial  Secretary  for  three  years  from  1  August 
1974  to  31  July  1977 
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Mr  Ninan  Koshy  as  Executive  Secretary  in  CciA  for  three  years  from  16  July 
1974  to  15  July  1977 

Mr  Bruno  Kroker  as  Senior  Press  Officer  for  three  years  from  1  October  1974  to 

30  September  1977 

The  Rev.  Charles  Long  as  Executive  Secretary  of  the  New  York  Office  for 
three  years  from  1  January  1974  to  31  December  1976 

Mr  Robert  Welsh  seconded  to  the  staff  of  Unit  I  for  three  years  from  1  April 
1974  to  31  March  1977 

Mr  Adrian  Wijemanne  as  Difector  of  ECLOF  for  three  years  from  16  April 
1974  to  15  April  1977 

Reappointments 

The  Rev.  Jean-Jacques  Bauswein  for  two  years  from  1  May  1975  to  30  April 
1977 

The  Rev.  Kentaro  Buma  for  one  year  from  1  July  1975  to  30  June  1976 
The  Rev.  Robert  Huddleson  for  two  years  from  1  June  1975  to  31  May  1977 
Mr  C.I.  Itty  for  two  years  from  1  July  1975  to  30  June  1977 
Dr.  William  B.  Kennedy  for  two  years  from  1  July  1975  to  30  June  1977 

Mr  Jean-Marie  I^ambert  for  one  year  and  five  months  from  1  August  1975  to 

31  December  1976 

Miss  Rose-Marie  Pichal  for  one  year  from  1  June  1975  to  31  May  1976 

Miss  Frances  Smith  for  two  years  from  1  August  1975  to  31  July  1977 

Mrs  Ruth  Sovik  for  two  years  and  three  months  from  1  January  1974  to 
31  March  1976 

D.  Vacancies 

The  following  vacancies  were  noted : 

Assistant  Director  of  the  Ecumenical  Institute 
Secretary  in  Faith  and  Order 
Coordinator  of  Refugees 

Secretary  for  Africa  with  Special  Responsibility  for  Eastern  Africa  and 
African  Refugees 

Secretary  for  Project  Analysis  and  Registration 
Child  Educator 
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Secretary  for  Theological  Education 
Associate  General  Secretary  of  SODEPAX 

It  was  agreed  to  authorize  the  Executive  or  Officers  of  the  WCC  to  act  on  all 
vacancies. 


E.  Staff  Members  leaving  the  service  of  the  Council 

The  Central  Committee  noted  that  the  following  staff  members  had  left  or 
would  shortly  be  leaving  the  staff  of  the  WCC : 

Mr  Kodwo  Ankrah  on  31  August  1974 

The  Rev.  James  Bergquist  on  31  August  1974 

Mrs  Maria  Kornelis  on  31  July  1974 

The  Rev.  Steven  Mackie  on  15  October  1974 

Dr  Gerald  Moede  on  31  August  1974 


II.  Appointments  to  Committees 


A.  Reappointment  of  Executive  Committee 


It  was  agreed  that  the  following  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  be 
reappointed : 


Rev.  Jean  B.  Bokeleale 
Mr  Juan  V.  Faune 
Pastor  Karl  Gottschald 
Mr  David  E.  Johnson 
Rev.  Johannes  Langhoff 
Prof.  Dr  Jan  M.  Lochman 
Rt  Hon.  The  Earl  of  March 
Rev.  Dr  Robert  J.  Marshall 


Bishop  Dr  Roy  C.  Nichols  - 

His  Eminence  Metropolitan  Nikodim 

Rev.  Dr  Jacques  Rossel 

Prof.  T.  Sabev 

Bishop  Karekin  Sarkissian 

General  T.B.  Simatupang 

Dr  Richard  von  Weizsacker 

Mrs  Janet  Wesonga 


In  discussion  it  was  suggested  that  a  system  of  rotation  in  the  membership  of 
the  Executive  Committee  might  be  followed  in  the  post-Assembly  period. 
After  discussion  of  its  advantages  and  disadvantages,  it  was  agreed  to  recom¬ 
mend  that  the  next  Central  Committee  consider  this  question  further. 


63 


B.  Appointments  to  Committees 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  Nominations  Committee,  the  following  appoint¬ 
ments  were  agreed: 

Theological  Education  Fund  Committee 

Miss  Elizabeth  Paul,  Church  of  South  India,  India 

Miss  Maud  Nahas,  Orthodox,  Lebanon 

Board  of  the  Fund  for  Reconstruction  and  Reconciliation  in  Indochina 
Dr  Le  Van  Loc,  Vietnam 


CLOSING  ACTIONS 


I.  Expression  of  thanks 

The  Chairman,  on  behalf  of  all  members  of  the  Central  Committee,  expressed 
warm  thanks  to  all  who  had  contributed  to  the  success  of  the  meeting, 
including : 

—  Bishop  Scharf,  as  Bishop  of  the  host  church  and  chairman  of  the 
local  ecumenical  council,  for  the  generosity  and  the  truly  brotherly 
spirit  in  which  the  Committee  had  been  received  in  Berlin  ; 

—  Bishop  Class,  chairman  of  the  Rat  of  the  EKD,  and  all  those  in  the 
Evangelical  Church  of  Germany  and  its  offices  who  had  collaborated 
in  the  preparation  of  the  meeting  and  contributed  in  material  or 
spiritual  ways  to  the  life  and  work  of  the  Committee ; 

—  Senator  Prof.  Dr  Stein,  the  Mayor  and  Senate  of  Berlin  (West),  and  the 
City  authorities,  for  welcoming  the  Central  Committee  to  the  City 
and  making  available  funds  and  services  of  many  kinds  to  the  World 
Council  and  to  the  participants  in  the  meeting ; 

—  Oberkirchenrat  Dr  Runge,  Oberkirchenrat  Groscurth  and  members  of 
the  local  Preparatory  Committee  for  their  unfailing  support  and  untir¬ 
ing  collaboration; 

—  members  of  the  congregations  in  Berlin  for  enabling  participants  to 
receive  a  lively  impression  of  ecumenical  collaboration  in  Berlin  and 
for  enriching  the  worship  during  the  meeting; 

—  Rev.  Dr  Waltraud  Seeber  and  her  collaborators  for  preparing  the 
thoughtful  wives’  programme ; 

—  Messrs  Beermann  and  Hochreiter  for  enabling  participants  to  enjoy 
several  concerts  and  presentations  of  German  church  music,  and  to 
Mrs  Woller  for  initiating  and  supervising  the  stimulating  television 
programme  on  the  occasion  of  the  reception  by  the  Berlin  Church; 
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—  Idee-Kaffee  for  so  kindly  preparing  the  coffee  during  coffee  breaks  at 
no  charge; 

—  British  Airways  and  the  Berlin  Tourist  Office  for  their  services  at  the 
Congress  Hall; 

—  Mr  Fieberg  and  Mr  Weigand  of  the  Congress  Hall  and  to  all  their  col¬ 
leagues  ; 

—  coopted  staff,  particularly  in  the  Communication  Department,  and  the 
press,  radio  and  TV  representatives  who  had  given  very  good  and  fair 
coverage ; 

—  the  volunteer  first-aid  crew  who  had  been  available  throughout ; 

—  all  staff,  particularly  the  Language  Service  under  Mrs  Evdokimoff,  the 
typing  pool  under  Mrs  Burton,  and  Mr  Day  and  his  administration 
office ; 

—  the  team  of  stewards  led  by  Thomas  Gartner. 

Dr  Thomas  concluded  with  a  special  word  of  thanks  to  Miss  Webb,  the 
General  Secretary  and  the  Deputy  General  Secretaries. 

Dr  Visser ’t  Hooft  paid  tribute  to  Dr  Thomas,  the  Chairman.  Bishop  Scharf 
expressed  the  thanks  of  his  church  and  the  congregations  in  Berlin  (West)  for 
the  presence  of  the  Central  Committee  which  had  helped  the  church  in  its 
witness  to  the  Gospel. 

The  Chairman  adjourned  the  meeting  at  6.40  p.m.  on  Sunday,  18  August  1974. 

II.  Closing  worship 

This  was  held  in  St  Mathai  Kirche. 


65 


Appendix  I 


PARTICIPANTS 

PRESIDENTS 

Honorary  President:  Rev.  Dr  W.  A.  Visser  ’t  Hooft 
Presidium :  Dr  (Mrs)  Kiyoko  T.  Cho 

Rt  Rev.  Bishop  Hanns  Lilje 
Rev.  Dr  Ernest  A.  Payne 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  CENTRAL  COMMITTEE 

Chairman  :  Dr  M.  M.  Thomas 

Vice-Chairman  :  Miss  Pauline  M.  Webb 

General  Secretary :  Rev.  Dr  Philip  A.  Potter 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  CENTRAL  COMMITTEE 

Prof.  Savas  Agourides,  Church  of  Greece 

Bishop  Ralph  T.  Alton,  United  Methodist  Church,  USA 

His  Eminence  Anthony,  Metropolitan  of  Sourozh,  Russian  Orthodox  Church 

(England) 

Rev.  Dr  E.  George  Balls,  Church  of  Scotland 

Bishop  Dr  Tibor  Bartha,  Reformed  Church  of  Hungary 

Prof.  Dr  Hendrikus  Berkhof,  Netherlands  Reformed  Church 

Very  Rev.  Nerses  Bozabalian,  Armenian  Apostolic  Church  (Etchmiadzin) 

Oberlandeskirchenrat  Ulrich  von  Briick,  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of 

Saxony,  GDR 

Mr  Alexey  Sergeyevich  Buevskiy,  Russian  Orthodox  Church 

Rev.  Dr  J.  Russell  Chandran,  Church  of  South  India 

Bishop  Enrique  Chavez  Campos,  Pentecostal  Church  of  Chile 

Rev.  Dr  K.  Devasahayam,  Federation  of  Evangelical  Lutheran  Churches  in 

India 

Principal  Olle  Engstrom,  Mission  Covenant  Church  of  Sweden 

Miss  Jean  E.  Fairfax,  United  Church  of  Christ,  USA 

Mr  Juan  V.  Faune,  United  Church  of  Christ  in  the  Philippines 

Dr  Hans  Alfred  Frei,  Old  Catholic  Church  of  Switzerland 

Most  Rev.  Macario  V.  Ga,  Philippine  Independent  Church 

Rev.  R.  Neil  Gilmore,  Churches  of  Christ  in  Australia 

Pastor  Karl  Gottschald,  Evangelical  Church  of  the  Lutheran  Confession  in 

Brazil 

Rev.  Dr  Edler  Hawkins,  United  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  USA 
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His  Eminence  Ignatios  Hazim,  Metropolitan  of  Latakia,  Greek  Orthodox 
Patriarchate  of  Antioch  and  all  the  East 

Prof.  Dr  Heinz  Joachim  Held,  Evangelical  Church  of  the  River  Plate 
Dr  H.  Ober  Hess,  Lutheran  Church  in  America 

Rt  Rev.  John  Huxtable,  United  Reformed  Church  of  England  and  Wales 
Rev.  Kiyoshi  Ii,  United  Church  of  Christ  in  Japan 
Mr  David  E.  Johnson,  Episcopal  Church,  USA 

Most  Rev.  Allen  H.  Johnston,  Church  of  the  Province  of  New  Zealand 
His  Eminence  Justin ,  Metropolitan  of  Moldavia,  Rumanian  Orthodox  Church 
Metropolitan  Juvenaly  of  Tula  and  Belev,  Russian  Orthodox  Church 
Rt  Rev.  Bishop  Zoltan  Kaldy,  Lutheran  Church  of  Hungary 
Rev.  Dr  Won  Yong  Kang,  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  Rep.  of  Korea 
Rt  Rev.  Josiah  M.  Kibira ,  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  Tanzania 
Rev.  Raymond  Buana  Kibongi,  Evangelical  Church  of  the  Congo 
Rev.  Johannes  Langhoff,  Church  of  Denmark 

Rev.  (Miss)  Ching-Chee  Lee,  Church  of  Christ  in  China  (Hong  Kong  Council) 

The  Venerable  E.  S.  Light,  Anglican  Church  of  Canada 

Rev.  Benjamin  Locher,  Evangelical  Church  in  Germany  (Reformed),  FRG 

Prof.  Dr  Jan  Milic  Lochman,  Evangelical  Church  of  Czech  Brethren 

Most  Rev.  Janani  Luwum,  Church  of  Uganda,  Rwanda  and  Burundi 

Prof.  Victor  Mall,  United  Presbyterian  Church  of  Pakistan 

Rt  Hon.  Earl  of  March,  Church  of  England 

Rev.  Dr  Robert  J.  Marshall,  Lutheran  Church  in  America 

Bishop  James  K.  Mathews,  Methodist  Church,  USA 

Prof.  Roger  Mehl,  Reformed  Church  of  Alsace  and  Lorraine 

Dr  (Miss)  Lois  C.  Miller,  Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church,  USA 

Dr  Robert  V.  Moss,  United  Church  of  Christ,  USA 

Rev.  D.M.  Musunsa,  United  Church  of  Zambia 

Rev.  Jean  Nenonene,  Evangelical  Church  of  Togo 

Bishop  Dr  Roy  C.  Nichols,  United  Methodist  Church,  USA 

His  Eminence  Nikodim,  Metropolitan  of  Leningrad  and  Novgorod,  Russian 

Orthodox  Church 

Rt  Rev.  Dr  Aimo  T.  Nikolainen,  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  Finland 
Rev.  Albert  Th.  Nyemb,  Presbyterian  Church  of  Cameroun 
His  Eminence  C.  Parthenios-Aris,  Metropolitan  of  Carthage,  Greek  Orthodox 
Patriarchate  of  Alexandria 

Rt  Rev.  Dr  Roland  J.  Payne,  Lutheran  Church  in  Liberia 

Dr  David  W.  Preus,  American  Lutheran  Church 

Rev.  Victor  Rakotoarimanana,  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  in  Madagascar 

Rev.  Dr  Jacques  Rossel,  Swiss  Protestant  Church  Federation 

Rev.  Dr  David  S.  Russell ,  Baptist  Union  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 

Rt  Rev.  Bishop  Samuel,  Coptic  Orthodox  Church 

Bishop  Samuel  of  Ethiopia,  Ethiopian  Orthodox  Church 

Archbishop  Karekin  Sarkissian,  Armenian  Apostolic  Church 
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Bishop  D.  Kurt  Scharf,  Evangelical  Church  in  Germany  (United),  FRG 

Dr  Gunter  Scholz,  Evangelical  Church  of  Saxony  (United),  GDR 

Dr  (Miss)  Eva  I.  Ship  stone,  Methodist  Church,  India 

Ephorus  T.  S.  Sihombing,  Protestant  Christian  Batak  Church 

General  T.  B.  Simatupang,  Indonesian  Christian  Church 

Very  Rev.  Dr  K.M.  Simon,  Syrian  Orthodox  Patriarchate  of  Antioch  and 

all  the  East 

Rev.  Dr  T.  Watson  Street,  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States 
Most  Rev.  Olof  Sundby,  Church  of  Sweden 

Rev.  Edwin  L.  Taylor,  Methodist  Church  in  the  Caribbean  and  the  Americas 

Mr  William  P.  Thompson,  United  Presbyterian  Church,  USA 

Rt  Rev.  Oliver  S.  Tomkins,  Bishop  of  Bristol,  Church  of  England 

Dr  Robert  G.  Torbet,  American  Baptist  Churches  in  the  USA 

Bishop  Lavrentije  Trifunovitch,  Serbian  Orthodox  Church 

Fr  T.  Paul  Verghese,  Orthodox  Syrian  Church  of  the  East 

Most  Rev.  Vladimir ,  Archbishop  of  Irkutsk  and  Chita,  Russian  Orthodox  Church 

Dr  R.L.  Walker,  Methodist  Church  of  Australasia 

Rev.  Robert  H.A.  Wallace,  United  Church  of  Canada 

Dr  Richard  von  Weizsacker,  Evangelical  Church  in  Germany  (United)  FRG 

Rt  Hon.  Francis  D.  Charteris,  Earl  of  Wemyss,  Church  of  Scotland 

Mrs  Janet  Wesonga,  Church  of  Uganda 

Rev.  Andrew  Whitted,  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Church,  USA 
President  D.  Adolf  Wischmann,  Evangelical  Church  in  Germany  (Lutheran), 
FRG 

Most  Rev.  Frank  Woods,  Archbishop  of  Melbourne,  Church  of  England  in 
Australia 

Prof.  Andrej  Ziak,  Evangelical  Church  in  Slovakia,  Augsburg  Confession 
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SUBSTITUTES 


Rev.  Ralph  Baxter, 

Church  of  Ireland 

Archpriest  Vitaly  Borovoy, 
Russian  Orthodox  Church 

Rev.  A.  Bychkov, 

Union  of  Evangelical 
Christian  Baptists  of  USSR 

Rev.  Rupert  E.  Davies, 
Methodist  Church,  UK 

Archpriest  N.  Goundiaev, 
Russian  Orthodox  Church 

Mrs  C.C.  Harvey, 

United  Methodist  Church,  USA 

His  Eminence  Metropolitan 
Panteleimon  of  Tyana, 

Church  of  Greece 

Rt  Rev.  A.  Ervine  Swift, 
Episcopal  Church,  USA 

Mr  Andreas  Tillyrides, 

Church  of  Cyprus 


for  Most  Rev.  G.O.  Simms 

for  Prof.  Archpriest  Liveriy 
A.  Voronov 

for  Rev.  Konstantin  Veliseychik 

for  Prof.  Dr  E.  Gordon  Rupp 

for  Prof.  V.D.  Saritchev 

for  The  Hon.  John  Brademas 

for  His  Eminence  Nicodemos, 
Metropolitan  of  Attica  and  Megaris 

for  Rt  Rev.  John  E.  Hines 

for  Dr  Andreas  Mitsides 


REPRESENTATIVES  OF  MEMBER  CHURCHES 
NOT  OTHERWISE  REPRESENTED 


Prof.  Anwar  Barkat 


Church  of  Pakistan 


Rt  Rev.  D.W.  Giesekke 


Rev.  Abel  Hendricks 


Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
Southern  Africa  (Transvaal  Region) 

Methodist  Church  of  South  Africa 


Rev.  Edwin  S.  Pons 
Rt  Rev.  P.  W.R.  Russell 
Rev.  John  Thome 


Dr  Marion  de  Velder 


Presbyterian  Church  of  Southern 
Africa 

Church  of  the  Province  of  South 
Africa 

United  Congregational  Church  of 
Southern  Africa 

Reformed  Church  in  America 
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DELEGATED  OBSERVERS 


Rev.  Father  Pierre  Duprey  Roman  Catholic  Church 

Rev.  Father  Basil  Meeking  Roman  Catholic  Church 


ADVISERS  FROM  WORLD  ORGANIZATIONS 


Dr  Andre  Appel 

Lutheran  World  Federation 

Dr  B.B.  Beach 

General  Conference  of 
Seventh-Day  Adventists 

Miss  Dorothy  Berry 

International  Christian  Youth 
Exchange 

Rev.  Diether  Gehrmann 

International  Association  for 
Religious  Freedom 

Miss  Gertrude  Gess 

Friends  World  Committee  for 
Consultation 

Miss  Ruud  van  Hoogevest 

World  Young  Women’s  Christian 
Association 

Mr  Brian  Ledingham 

World  Association  for  Christian 
Communication 

Mr  Howard  H.  Kustermann 

World  Alliance  of  YMCAs 

Rev.  Dr  Allan  W.  Lee 

World  Convention  of  Churches 
of  Christ  (Disciples) 

Rev.  Steven  Mackie 

SODEPAX 

Miss  Diana  Neal 

World  Student  Christian 
Federation 

Rev.  Edmond  Perret 

World  Alliance  of  Reformed 
Churches 

Rev.  Dr  Hugh  Sherlock 

World  Methodist  Council 

Rev.  S.  Smaadahl 

United  Bible  Societies 

Dr  Carl  W.  Tiller 

Baptist  World  Alliance 

Dr  Karoly  Toth 

Christian  Peace  Conference 

Miss  Marty  Zinn 

International  Fellowship  of 
Reconciliation 
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ADVISERS  FROM  NATIONAL  CHRISTIAN  COUNCILS 
AND  REGIONAL  CONFERENCES 


Dr  Paul-Gerhardt  But  tier 

Rev.  Canon  Burgess  Carr 

Miss  Inga-Brita  Castren 

Rev.  H.  Christie-J ohnston 

Rev.  Ireneu  S.  Cunha 
Rev.  /.  Leite 

Dr  O.E.  Engelen 
Rev.  J.H.  Wirakotan 

Dr  H.A.M.  Fiolet 

Rev.  Dr  T.E.  Floyd  Honey 
Rev.  Albert  Isteero 
Oberkirchenrat  Dr  H.  Kruger 

Rev.  La  Verne  Mercado 

Rev.  Posenai  Musu 
Rev.  J.  Narzynski 
Rev.  Karl  Neisel 
Oberkirchenrat  Walter  Pabst 

Prof.  Dr  Karoly  Prohle 

Dr  Claire  Randall 

Mr  John  C.  Rees 

Dr  Milan  Salajka 

Rev.  Gunnar  Stalsett 


Deutscher  Evangelischer 
Missions-Rat 

All  Africa  Conference  of 
Churches 

Ecumenical  Council  of  Finland 
Australian  Council  of  Churches 
Portuguese  Christian  Council 

Council  of  Churches  in  Indonesia 

Council  of  Churches  in  the 
Netherlands 

Canadian  Council  of  Churches 

Middle  East  Council  of  Churches 

Arbeitsgemeinschaft  Christlicher 
Kirchen  in  Deutschland 

National  Council  of  Churches  in 
the  Philippines 

Pacific  Conference  of  Churches 
Polish  Ecumenical  Council 
UNELAM 

Arbeitsgemeinschaft  Christlicher 
Kirchen  in  der  DDR 

Ecumenical  Council  of  Hungarian 
Churches 

National  Council  of  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  USA 

South  African  Council  of 
Churches 

Ecumenical  Council  of  Churches 
in  the  Czech  Socialist  Republic 

Church  of  Norway  Council  on 
Foreign  Affairs 
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Mr  Nils  Sundholm 
Rev.  Jens  J.  Thomsen 
Mr  C.D.  Watyoka 
Rev.  Hugh  Wilcox 
Dr  Glen  Garfield  Williams 
Rt  Rev.  Yap  Kim  Hao 


Swedish  Ecumenical  Council 
Ecumenical  Council  of  Denmark 
Christian  Council  of  Rhodesia 
British  Council  of  Churches 
Conference  of  European  Churches 
Christian  Conference  of  Asia 


ADVISERS  APPOINTED  BY  UNITS  AND  SUB-UNITS 


Ambassador  Olle  Dahlen :  CciA 

Prof.  Andre  Dumas :  Church  and  Society 

Dr  David  R.  Hunter:  Education 

Mr  ‘Bola  Ige:  PCR 

Mr  Penry  Jones:  Communication 

Dr  Tracey  K.  Jones:  CWME 


Prof.  H.J.  Margull:  Dialogue 
Dr  S.A.E.  Nababan:  CWME 
Rev.  Randolph  Nugent:  CCPD 
Prases  Hans  Thimme:  ClCARWS 
Dr  Aaron  Tolen:  Indochina  Fund 


YOUNGER  ADVISERS 


Miss  Peggy  Ashby 
Mr  Jeff  Elder 
Mr  Christopher  Labani 
Mr  Joachim  Ludwig 
Mr  Herbert  Muller 
Mr  Aka fw ale  Muyale 


Mr  Lucius  Pitts 
Miss  Teny  Simonian 
Mr  Carlos  Sint  ado 
Miss  Barbara  Tiews 
Fr  L.  Tserpitsky 


ADVISERS 


Mr  James  E.  Andrews  Archimandrite  Kirill 

Rev.  Dr  Paul  A.  Crow 


GUESTS 


Generalvikar  Wilhelm  Albs 
Dr  Belgern 

Landesbischof  D.  Helmut  Class 
Superintendent  D.  Herbert  Eckstein 
President  Walter  Hammer 
Bischof  D.  Hans-Heinrich  Harms 
Rechtanswalt  Cornelius  A.  von  Hey l 
Superintendent  Peter  Kraske 


Bischof  D.  Hermann  Kunst 
Kirchenprasident  i.R. 

DM.  Niemoller 
Erzbischof  Philaret 
Weihbischof  Dr  F.M.  Rintelen 
President  Dr  Theodor  Schober 
Prof.  Dr  Werner  Stein 
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OBSERVERS 


Dr  W.B.  Blakemore  Dr  Margaret  Mead 

Dr  S.  Loren  Bowman  Mr  James  Menninger 

Prof.  James  H.  Cone  Mgr  Charles  Moeller 

Rev.  Ernest  Fogg  Rev.  Dale  Ott 

Rev.  H.  Lamar  Gibble  Mr  Ralph  E.  Spoor 

Dr  Homer  A.  Jack 

COOPTED  STAFF 
Berlin  Preparatory  Committee 

Rev.  H.  Bdrend  Oberkirchenrat  Reinhard  Groscurth 

Mr  Peter  Freygang  Oberkirchenrat  Dr  Uwe  Runge 


Translation/Interpretation 

Coopted  by  Russian  delegation 

Mrs  N.  S.  Bobrova 
Mr  M.  A.  Gorodetsky 
Archpriest  S.  Hakkel 
Mr  A.  A.  Kirillov 
Miss  I.  A.  Kirillova 
Mrs  I.  I.  Maline 
Mr  A.  K.  Nalpanis 
Mr  G.  Skobei 
Father  L.  Tserpitsky 


Mrs  Helga  Voigt 


Coopted  by  WCC 

Mrs  Dorothea  Benes 
Mrs  Donat  a  Coleman 
Mrs  Nicole  Fischer 
Miss  Ilse  Friedeberg 
Mr  Michel  Hourst 
Miss  Ingrid  Jonas 
Mrs  Renate  Lambertz 
Mrs  Nelly  Lasserre 
Miss  Beatrice  Mallet 
Miss  Frangoise  Steinig 
Miss  Catherine  Stenzel 
Mrs  Renate  Strecker 
Miss  Dores  von  Stritzky 
Miss  Charline  Valensin 


Communication 


Dr  Richard  Bingle 
Mr  M.  Bretall 
Mr  V.  Deile 
Mr  Robin  Gurney 
Mr  Kurt  Kreibohm 


Mr  Bertrand  de  Luze 
Mrs  Daisy  de  Luze 
Mr  Wolfgang  Rahner 
Mr  Daniel  Rey 
Miss  Helga  Zabel 
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STAFF 


Dr  Paul  Abrecht 
Miss  Anna  Aprahamian 
Miss  Brigalia  Bam 
Rev.  J.-J.  Bauswein 
Miss  Ellen  Bogle 
Miss  Sigrid  Bonnewitz 
Mrs  Eliane  Bossy 
Mr  Piet  Bouman 
Dr  Alan  A.  Brash 
Miss  Suzanne  Bredow 
Miss  Auriol  Burrows 
Mrs  Moya  Burton 
Mr  R.  Cartagena 
Rev.  Emilio  Castro 
Rev.  Jose  Chipenda 
Mr  Martin  Conway 
Miss  Maryse  Courvoisier 
Mr  Gilbert  Cudre-Mauroux 
Mr  Nawaz  Dawood 
Mr  Charles  Day 
Miss  Shelagh  Dobell 
Miss  Rosemarie  Donch 
Mrs  Annie  Doy 
Mr  Manfred  Drewes 
Mrs  Birgit  Dull 
Mr  Dwain  Epps 
Mrs  Tomoko  Evdokimoff 
Mr  Jean  Fischer 
Dr  Ian  Fraser 
Mr  Diogo  de  Gaspar 
Rev.  David  Gill 
Miss  Sandra  Goddard 
Miss  Ingeborg  Gosch 
Miss  Rosemary  Green 
Mrs  Colene  Gruhn 
Miss  Anne  Henderson 
Mr  Jurgen  Hilke 
Dr  Gerhard  Hoffmann 
Miss  Anneliese  Hoppe 
Mr  C.I.  I  tty 
Rev.  Graeme  Jackson 
Canon  David  Jenkins 


Dr  William  Kennedy 

Miss  Cornelia  Kerkhoff 

Mr  Victor  Koilpillai 

Mr  Ninan  Koshy 

Mr  Bruno  Kroker 

Rev.  Archie  Le  Mone 

Rev.  Charles  Long 

Prof.  John  Mbiti 

Miss  Evelyne  Meulson 

Miss  Susan  Munns 

Mr  Leopoldo  Niilus 

Mr  Frank  Northam 

Mr  Constantinos  Patelos 

Mr  Marc  Pic  or  at 

Mrs  Frangoise  Pot  tier 

Dr  Konrad  Raiser 

Mrs  Irmhild  Reichen 

Mr  Helmut  Reuschle 

Dr  Stanley  Samartha 

Mrs  Phyllis  Saunders 

Mr  Peter  Scherhans 

Miss  Sabine  Schmidt 

Mr  Andreas  Schneider 

Mr  Wim  Schot 

Dr  Baldwin  Sjollema 

Miss  Frances  Smith 

Miss  Irene  Smith 

Miss  Pauline  Smith 

Rev.  Robbins  Strong 

Mr  Sutanto  Sutanto 

Dr  John  B.  Taylor 

Mr  John  P.  Taylor 

Miss  Glynis  Titterington 

Mr  George  Todd 

Fr  George  T set  sis 

Dr  Lukas  Vischer 

Miss  Machteld  van  Vredenburch 

Rev.  Michael  de  Vries 

Mr  Luiz  Carlos  Weil 

Miss  Denise  Whibley 

Mr  Stephen  Whittle 

Mr  Ralph  Young 
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STEWARDS 


Mr  Truus  Baas 

Mr  Dirk  de  Backer 

Miss  Doris  Ben  jack 

Miss  Ulrike  Berger 

Mr  Marios  Begzos 

Miss  Almuth  Bosshammer 

Mr  Ross  Carson 

Miss  Caroline  Corbeel 

Miss  Karen  Dahl 

Mr  Hans-Wilhelm  Diehl 

Mr  Raouf  Fahmy  Fareid 

Miss  Catherine  Feron 

Miss  Christiane  Flohr 

Mr  Thomas  Gartner 

Mr  Dennis  M.  Gilbert 

Mr  Uwe-Peter  Heidingsfeld 

Mr  Jochanan  Hesse 

Mr  Christian  Homrichhausen 

Miss  Susanne  Kahl 

Mr  dost  Keller 

Miss  Katharine  Kennedy 

Mr  Manfred  Korzen 

Mrs  Karen  Kreibohm 

Mrs  Julia  Rodrune  Ladrach 


Mr  James  van  Lanen 
Mr  Hans  van  Leeuwen 
Mr  John  D.  Lewis 
Mr  Peter  Lindner 
Mr  Jurgen  Machnik 
Miss  Marlies  Machnik 
Mr  Robin  Mackie 
Miss  Monica  Marcello 
Miss  Christa  Obracai 
Mr  Lennart  Peterson 
Miss  Outi  Piiroinen 
Mr  Lutz  Poetter 
Miss  Dory  Reiling 
Miss  Katharine  Smith 

Miss  Christiane  Taube 
Mr  John  F.  Todd 
Mr  Jakobus  Vanderpuije 
Miss  Salome  Vischer 
Mr  Huub  Vogelaar 
Mrs  Lieve  Vogelaar-Troch 
Miss  Toni  Welty 
Miss  Gertraud  Wragge 
Mr  Franz  Ziethen 
Miss  Claudia  Zorn 
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BY-LAWS  OF  THE  COMMISSION  ON  FAITH  AND  ORDER 


1.  Meaning 

In  these  by-laws: 

The  Commission  means  the  Commission  on  Faith  and  Order  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  and  includes  both  the  Plenary  Commission  and  the 
Standing  Commission. 

The  Officers  of  the  Commission  mean  the  Chairperson  and  Vice-Chairpersons 
of  the  Plenary  Commission  and  Standing  Commission. 

The  Secretariat  means  the  Secretariat  of  the  Commission  on  Faith  and  Order. 

The  Council  means  the  above-named  World  Council  of  Churches. 

The  Assembly  means  the  Assembly  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches. 

The  Central  Committee  means  the  Central  Committee  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches. 


2.  Aim  and  functions 

The  aim  of  the  Commission  is  to  proclaim  the  oneness  of  the  Church  of 

Jesus  Christ  and  to  call  the  churches  to  the  goal  of  visible  unity  in  one  faith 

and  one  eucharistic  fellowship,  expressed  in  worship  and  in  common  life  in 

Christ,  in  order  that  the  world  may  believe. 

The  functions  of  the  Commission  are  : 

a)  to  study  such  questions  of  faith,  order  and  worship  as  bear  on  this  task 
and  to  examine  such  social,  cultural,  political,  racial  and  other  factors  as 
affect  the  unity  of  the  Church; 

b)  to  study  the  theological  implications  of  the  existence  and  development 
of  the  ecumenical  movement  and  to  keep  prominently  before  the  Coun¬ 
cil  the  obligation  to  work  towards  unity ; 

c)  to  promote  prayer  for  unity: 

d)  to  study  matters  in  the  present  relationship  of  the  churches  to  one 
another  which  cause  difficulties  or  which  particularly  require  theological 
clarification ; 

e)  to  study  the  steps  being  taken  by  the  churches  towards  closer  unity 
with  one  another  and  to  provide  information  concerning  such  steps; 
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f)  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  churches,  by  the  best  means  available, 
reports  of  Faith  and  Order  meetings  and  studies; 

g)  to  provide  opportunities  for  consultation  among  those  whose  churches 
are  engaged  in  union  negotiations  or  other  specific  efforts  towards  unity. 

The  Commission,  in  pursuing  its  work,  observes  the  following  principles : 

a)  It  seeks  to  draw  the  churches  into  conversation  and  study  but  recog¬ 
nizes  that  only  the  churches  themselves  are  competent  to  initiate  steps 
towards  union,  by  entering  into  negotiations  with  one  another.  The 
work  of  the  Commission  is  to  act,  on  their  invitation,  as  helper  and 
adviser. 

b)  It  will  conduct  its  work  in  such  a  way  that  all  are  invited  to  share  reci¬ 
procally  in  giving  and  receiving  and  no  one  is  asked  to  be  disloyal  to 
his  convictions  nor  to  compromise  them.  Differences  are  to  be  clarified 
and  recorded  as  honestly  as  agreements. 


3.  Organization 

a)  The  Faith  and  Order  Commission  is  constitutionally  responsible  to  the 
Central  Committee.  It  is  part  of  Programme  Unit  I  on  Faith  and  Witness 
together  with  the  sub-units  on  Church  and  Society,  on  World  Mission 
and  Evangelism,  and  on  Dialogue  with  Peoples  of  Living  Faiths  and 
Ideologies. 

b)  The  Faith  and  Order  Commission  shall  consist  of  a  Plenary  Commission 
and  a  Standing  Commission. 

c)  The  Plenary  Commission  will  have  as  its  primary  task  theological  study, 
debate  and  appraisal.  It  will  initiate  the  programme  of  the  Faith  and 
Order  Commission,  lay  down  general  guidelines  for  it,  and  share  in  its 
communication  to  the  churches. 

d)  The  Standing  Commission  will  have  as  its  task  to  implement  the  pro¬ 
gramme,  to  guide  the  staff  in  the  development  of  Faith  and  Order  work, 
and  to  make  administrative  decisions  on  behalf  of  the  Faith  and  Order 
Commission,  to  supervise  the  ongoing  work  and  to  act  on  behalf  of  the 
Commission  in  between  meetings  of  the  Plenary  Commission.  It  shall 
represent  the  Commission  in  relation  to  the  Programme  Unit  I  Commit¬ 
tee  and  the  Council  generally. 

e)  The  Plenary  Commission  shall  consist  of  not  more  than  120  members 
(including  the  Officers  and  the  other  members  of  the  Standing  Commis¬ 
sion).  The  Standing  Commission  shall  consist  of  a  Chairperson  and  not 
more  than  30  other  members. 
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Both  the  Plenary  Commission  and  the  Standing  Commission  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  Central  Committee,  in  the  following  manner: 

—  The  Plenary  Commission,  at  its  last  meeting  before  the  Assembly, 
shall  appoint  a  Nominations  Committee  to  prepare  a  list  of  names 
for  the  election  of  a  new  Standing  Committee  by  the  Central  Com¬ 
mittee. 

—  The  Central  Committee  shall  appoint  the  Chairperson  and  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Standing  Commission,  who  will  hold  office  until  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Assembly  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches.  The  Standing 
Commission  shall  elect  not  more  than  four  Vice-Chairpersons  from 
among  its  members.  The  Chairperson  and  the  Vice-Chairpersons  shall 
be  the  Officers  of  both  the  Standing  Commission  and  the  Plenary 
Commission. 

—  The  Standing  Commission  shall  submit  to  the  Central  Committee  a 
list  of  candidates  from  which  shall  be  chosen  the  members  of  the 
Plenary  Commission,  who  will  hold  office  until  the  next  Assembly. 

—  Vacancies  on  the  Plenary  Commission  and  the  Standing  Commission 
shall  be  filled  by  the  Central  Committee  on  the  nomination  of  the 
Standing  Commission. 

Since  the  size  of  the  Commission  precludes  full  representation  of  mem¬ 
ber  churches  of  the  Council,  appointment  shall  be  made  on  the  basis  of 
personal  capacity  to  serve  the  purposes  of  the  Commission.  At  the  same 
time,  care  shall  be  taken  to  secure  a  reasonable  geographical  and  confes¬ 
sional  representation  of  churches,  on  the  Commission  and  among  the 
Officers  and  Secretaries.  The  Plenary  Commission  should  include  in  its 
membership  a  sufficient  number  of  women,  younger  and  lay  persons. 

Persons  who  are  members  of  churches  which  do  not  belong  to  the 
Council  but  which  confess  Jesus  Christ  as  God  and  Saviour,  are  eligible 
for  membership  of  the  Commission. 

Before  any  candidate  is  nominated  for  appointment  by  the  Central  Com¬ 
mittee,  steps  shall  be  taken  to  ensure  that  his  name  is  acceptable  to  the 
church  to  which  he  belongs.  A  member  should  be  willing  to  accept  some 
responsibility  for  communication  between  the  Faith  and  Order  Commis¬ 
sion  and  his  church  and  ecumenical  bodies  in  his  country. 

4.  The  Secretariat 

The  appointment  and  re-appointment  of  members  of  the  Secretariat 
shall  be  made  by  the  Central  Committee  or  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Council  upon  nomination  by  the  Standing  Commission  and  after  due 
consultation  with  the  General  Secretary  of  the  Council.  These  secretaries 
shall  be  employed  by  the  Council,  normally  on  a  full-time  basis. 


b)  A  sufficient  number  of  secretaries  shall  be  appointed  for  the  adequate 
performance  of  the  work  of  the  Commission. 

c)  The  Secretariat  shall  maintain  full  consultation  and  cooperation  with  the 
General  Secretariat  of  the  Council,  with  Programme  Unit  I  and  as 
required  with  other  Units  of  the  Council. 

d)  The  Secretariat  shall  be  responsible  for  ensuring  the  continuation  of  the 
work  of  the  Plenary  Commission,  in  accordance  with  the  policy  agreed 
at  meetings  of  the  Plenary  Commission  or  Standing  Commission.  To  this 
end  the  Secretariat  shall  keep  in  regular  contact  with  the  Officers  and 
other  members  of  the  Commission. 

5.  World  Conferences 

a)  World  Conferences  on  Faith  and  Order  may  be  held  when,  on  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  Standing  Commission  acting  in  the  name  of  the  Com¬ 
mission,  the  Central  Committee  so  approves. 

b)  The  invitation  to  take  part  in  such  conferences  shall  be  addressed  to 
churches  throughout  the  world  which  confess  Jesus  Christ  as  God  and 
Saviour. 

c)  Such  Conferences  shall  consist  primarily  of  delegates  appointed  by  the 
churches  to  represent  them.  Youth  delegates,  special  advisers  and 
observers  may  also  be  invited. 

d)  Careful  attention  shall  be  given  to  the  communication  of  the  reports 
and  recommendations  of  World  Conferences  to  the  churches. 

6.  Meetings  of  the  Commission 

a)  The  Plenary  Commission  shall  meet  at  least  once  between  Assemblies, 
but  may  be  convened  at  any  time  by  the  Standing  Commission  after 
clearance  with  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Council. 

b)  The  Standing  Commission  shall  normally  meet  every  year  but  may  be 
convened  at  any  time  by  the  Chairperson  in  consultation  with  other 
Officers  of  the  Commission  or  at  the  request  of  not  less  than  one-third 
of  the  members  of  the  Standing  Commission. 

c)  The  Secretariat  will  be  responsible  for  giving  due  notice  of  meetings  of 
both  the  Plenary  Commission  and  Standing  Commission,  for  keeping  its 
minutes  and  other  records,  and  in  consultation  with  the  Chairperson 
for  preparing  its  agenda. 

d)  A  member  of  the  Plenary  Commission,  by  advance  notice  to  the  Secre¬ 
tariat,  may  name  a  proxy  acceptable  to  his  church  to  represent  him  at 
any  meeting  at  which  he  is  unable  to  be  present. 
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e)  A  member  of  the  Standing  Commission  may  name  a  person  to  represent 
him  at  any  meeting  at  which  he  is  unable  to  be  present  but  such  a  per¬ 
son  may  not  vote. 

f)  Other  persons  may  be  invited  to  be  present  and  to  speak,  if  the  Chair¬ 
person  so  rules,  but  not  to  vote.  In  particular,  in  order  to  secure  repre¬ 
sentation  of  its  study  groups,  members  of  these  may  be  invited  to  attend 
either  body  as  consultants. 

g)  The  Chairperson  of  the  Commission,  or  in  his  absence,  one  of  the  Vice- 
Chairpersons,  shall  preside  at  such  meetings.  In  the  absence  of  these 
officers,  the  meeting  shall  elect  its  own  Chairperson.  One-third  of  the 
total  membership  (including  proxies)  shall  constitute  a  quorum. 

h)  The  Commission  shall  normally  conduct  its  business  according  to  the 
rules  of  procedure  of  the  Central  Committee.  Questions  arising  about 
procedure  shall  be  decided  by  a  majority  vote  of  those  present  and  voting. 

i)  If,  at  any  time  when  it  is  inconvenient  to  hold  a  meeting  of  the  Standing 
Commission,  the  Chairperson  and  Secretariat  shall  decide  that  there  is 
business  needing  immediate  action  by  that  Commission,  it  shall  be  per¬ 
missible  for  them  to  obtain  by  post  the  opinions  of  its  members,  and 
the  majority  opinion  thus  ascertained  shall  be  treated  as  equivalent  to 
the  decision  of  a  duly  convened  meeting. 

7.  Faith  and  Order  studies 

a)  The  Standing  Commission,  giving  due  attention  to  the  general  guidelines 
laid  down  by  the  Plenary  Commission  (see  3  c),  shall  formulate  and  carry 
through  the  study  programme. 

b)  The  Secretariat,  as  authorized  by  the  Standing  Commission,  shall  invite 
persons  to  serve  on  the  study  groups  and  consultations.  They  shall  pay 
particular  regard  to  the  need  to  involve  members  of  both  the  Plenary 
Commission  and  the  Standing  Commission  in  the  study  programme, 
whether  by  membership  of  study  group,  consultations,  or  by  written 
consultation.  Due  regard  shall  be  paid  to  special  competence  in  the 
fields  of  study  concerned,  and  to  the  need  for  the  representation  of  a 
variety  of  ecclesiastical  traditions  and  theological  viewpoints. 

c)  Study  groups  shall  normally  include  both  those  who  are,  and  those  who 
are  not,  members  of  the  Commission.  They  may  also  include  persons 
who  do  not  belong  to  member  churches  of  the  Council. 

d)  In  planning  such  studies,  all  possible  contact  shall  be  sought  or  main¬ 
tained  with  allied  work  already  in  progress  under  such  auspices  as  those 
of  regional  or  national  councils  or  of  individual  churches,  or  of  ecumen¬ 
ical  institutes  and  theological  faculties  or  departments. 
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e)  Study  groups  shall  prepare  reports,  as  requested,  for  discussion  in  the 
Commission,  at  World  Conferences  on  Faith  and  Order,  or  at  Assemblies. 
Any  such  report  should  bear  a  clear  indication  of  its  status. 

f)  The  publication  of  such  reports  and  of  other  Faith  and  Order  papers 
shall  be  the  responsibility  normally  of  the  Secretariat,  provided  that 
adequate  financial  resources  are  available. 

8.  Finance 

a)  The  normal  working  expenses  of  the  Commission  and  its  Secretariat 
shall  be  borne  by  the  General  Budget  of  the  Council.  The  Secretariat 
shall  be  responsible  for  drawing  up  an  annual  budget  of  expenditure  for 
submission,  through  normal  Council  procedures,  to  the  Finance  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Central  Committee. 

b)  There  shall  be  a  financial  report  annually  to  the  Standing  Commission. 

c)  The  Standing  Commission  shall  be  responsible  for  deciding  the  alloca¬ 
tion  of  available  funds  to  particular  studies,  and  the  Secretariat  shall 
communicate  such  decisions  to  the  officers  of  study  groups. 

9.  Revision  of  By-laws 

These  By-laws  may  be  amended  by  the  Standing  Commission  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Central  Committee.  Any  proposed  amendment  must  be  circu¬ 
lated  in  writing  to  the  members  of  the  Plenary  Commission  not  less  than 
three  months  before  the  meeting  at  which  it  is  to  be  considered  for  adoption 
and,  for  adoption,  requires  the  approval  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the 
Standing  Commission  present  and  voting. 

10.  Communication  with  the  churches 

The  Plenary  Commission  and  the  Standing  Commission  shall  be  concerned  to 
facilitate  communication  with  the  churches.  They  shall  make  generally  avail¬ 
able  results  of  studies  where  such  studies  are  formally  communicated  to  the 
churches  through  the  Central  Committee.  In  certain  studies,  the  commission 
may  invite  a  formal  response  from  the  churches. 
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Appendix  III 


GENERAL  REPORT  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE 


1.  The  Finance  Committee  met  for  two  days  before  this  Central  Committee 
meeting.  It  will  continue  its  meetings  during  this  week  and  bring  specific 
recommendations  before  the  Central  Committee  later  in  the  week.  The  pur¬ 
pose  of  this  first  general  report  is  to  give  the  members  of  the  Central  Commit¬ 
tee  and  the  members  of  the  Policy  Reference  Committees  a  first  broad  indica¬ 
tion  of  the  financial  position  as  a  background  to  the  discussions  and  decision¬ 
making  processes  which  are  now  starting. 

2.  The  Finance  Committee  is  happy  to  be  able  to  report  that,  for  a  number 
of  reasons  which  will  be  mentioned  later,  there  is  now  a  reasonable  prospect 
that  all  operations  authorized  to  date,  including  those  under  the  General  Bud¬ 
get,  can  be  financed  to  the  end  of  1975.  The  realization  of  that  forecast 
depends  on  further  efforts  by  the  member  churches  and  the  picture  could  be 
changed  by  adverse  developments  in  the  world  monetary  or  economic  position. 
There  does,  however,  now  seem  to  be  sound  reason  to  hope  that  this  Central 
Committee  may  be  able  to  report  to  the  Fifth  Assembly  that,  at  the  end  of 
its  mandate,  there  will  be  no  deficit  to  be  handed  on  to  the  new  Central  Com¬ 
mittee. 

3.  The  improvement  in  the  short-term  position  in  respect  of  operations 
under  the  General  Budget  does  not,  unfortunately,  indicate  that  we  have  been 
able  to  bring  normal  income  and  expenditure  back  into  balance.  The  warnings 
which  have  been  given  by  the  Finance  Committee  over  the  past  few  years 
have  led  to  a  real  effort  by  the  member  churches  to  increase  their  basic  contri¬ 
butions.  But  to  an  important  degree  it  is  the  response  in  the  form  of  special 
contributions  which  has  helped  to  solve  the  immediate  problems  and,  because 
they  are  non-recurring,  they  do  not  solve  the  long-term  problems.  The  special 
contributions  received  or  foreseen  in  the  five  years  1971-75  include  the  fol¬ 


lowing  : 

From  the  Travel  Assistance  Fund,  which  was  created  by  special  Fr. 
contributions  from  three  member  churches  and  which  is 
now  exhausted;  in  1971-74  about  1,250,000 

From  the  Evangelical  Church  in  Germany  in  1971  595,900 

From  Landeskirchen  in  Germany  in  1971  347,720 

From  individuals  in  the  USA  in  1971-72  in  response  to  the 

General  Secretary’s  appeal  405,836 

From  ClCARWS  in  1973-75  ;  about  290,000 

From  the  Orthodox  Church  of  Russia  in  1973-74:  about  600,000 
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These  special  contributions,  totalling  about  Fr.  3,500,000,  represent  a  little 
more  than  1 1  %  of  total  General  Budget  expenditure  during  the  five  years. 
They  have  helped  us  to  avoid  deficits  or  even  to  achieve  surpluses,  which 
have  been  carried  forward  on  the  Special  Reserve  to  help  with  the  problems 
in  succeeding  years. 

4.  The  favourable  report  on  the  financing  of  the  Fifth  Assembly  results 
from  three  main  factors.  In  response  to  the  appeal  for  special  contributions, 
fifty  member  churches  have  remitted  or  promised  special  contributions  to 
the  Assembly  Budget  totalling  about  $400,000.  Some  of  the  Commissions 
and  specialized  agencies  benefiting  from  gains  on  exchange  operations  in  the 
last  three  years  have  agreed  to  make  available  from  those  gains  $212,000 
towards  the  Assembly  Budget.  The  reasons  for  the  decision  not  to  hold  the 
Fifth  Assembly  in  Jakarta  are  not  financial  but,  nonetheless,  the  expense  in 
another  location  could  be  substantially  lower.  There  will  still  be  need  to  raise 
at  least  $100,000  to  complete  the  financing  of  the  Assembly.  If  the  predic¬ 
tion  in  paragraph  2  is  to  be  realized,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  member  chur¬ 
ches  which  have  not  yet  contributed  to  provide  the  needed  additional 
resources. 

5.  It  is  essential  that  the  endeavour  be  made  at  this  meeting  to  look  for¬ 
ward  to  the  post-Assembly  period  and  here  the  Finance  Committee  must 
report  that  major  difficulties  are  to  be  foreseen  at  two  points : 

a)  The  Central  Committee  gave  notice  to  the  member  churches  last  year 
that  an  increase  of  at  least  50  %  in  the  total  member  church  contribu¬ 
tions  to  the  General  Budget  will  be  needed  in  1976  if  the  general  level 
of  operations  is  to  be  maintained.  Present  indications  are  that  some  of 
the  major  contributors  do  not  see  the  possibility  of  making  such  an 
increase. 

b)  It  seems  essential  for  the  coming  years  in  respect  of  all  budgets  to  plan 
on  the  assumption  that  inflation  will  be  a  major  problem,  involving  the 
need  for  new  procedures  for  the  World  Council,  as  will  also  be  true  for 
the  member  churches  and  for  other  organizations. 

These  questions  must  be  discussed  more  fully,  especially  in  the  light  of  the 
extremely  small  reserves  at  the  disposal  of  the  World  Council. 

6.  It  is  estimated  that  the  maintenance  of  roughly  the  same  level  of  pro¬ 
gramme-activities  and  staff  in  1976  as  in  1974  would  involve  need  for  a 
General  Budget  of  about  Fr.  8,000,000.  Even  that  estimate  assumes  that  it 
will  still  be  possible  in  1976  to  secure  special  contributions,  outside  the 
General  Budget,  to  finance  the  Portfolio  for  Biblical  Studies  and  the  Office 
of  Education  and  to  provide  income  of  Fr.  100,000  towards  the  budget  of 
the  Programme  to  Combat  Racism  and  of  Fr.  175,000  towards  the  budget  of 
the  Ecumenical  Institute.  Income  from  interest  and  participation  by  other 
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budgets  in  the  financing  of  the  Central  and  Executive  Committee  meetings 
might  amount  to  about  Fr.  400,000.  Unless  new  special  contributions  or 
special  new  sources  of  income  are  sought  and  found,  this  would  imply  the 
need  for  member  church  contributions  of  about  Fr.  7,600,000.  The  following 
figures  illustrate  the  magnitude  of  the  problem  : 

If  the  total  contributions  of  member  churches 
in  the  USA  could  be  increased  to  $860,000 

(one  third  increase  on  1973  level)  Fr.  2,580,000 

If  the  contribution  of  the  Evangelical  Church 

in  Germany  could  be  increased  to  DM2,000,000 

(one  third  increase  on  1973  level)  Fr.  2,400,000 

If  all  other  member  churches  made  a  50  %  increase 

in  contribution  Fr.  1,860,000 

Fr.  6,840,000 

Even  on  the  above  suppositions,  which  at  present  would  appear  optimistic, 
there  would  still  be  a  shortfall  of  income  of  Fr.  760,000. 

7.  There  is,  of  course,  a  wide  margin  of  possible  error  in  any  attempt  to 
forecast  the  position  two  years  ahead.  Developments  in  the  world  monetary 
or  economic  position  may  change  the  picture  favourably  or  unfavourably. 
There  could  be  some  balance  carried  forward  from  1975  to  help  with  the 
financing  of  1976  operations.  On  the  other  hand,  the  situation  could  worsen 
in  the  coming  year  and,  notwithstanding  earlier  statements  in  this  report, 
there  could  be  a  deficit  at  the  end  of  1975.  But  it  is  clear  that  the  mainte¬ 
nance  of  the  general  level  of  operations  will  be  possible  only  if  the  member 
churches  demonstrate  their  commitment  to  the  ecumenical  cause  by  maxi¬ 
mum  efforts  to  increase  their  support. 

8.  The  need  for  continuing  and  maintained  support  for  the  other  budgets 
of  the  World  Council  —  ClCARWS,  CWME  and  its  specialized  agencies,  CCPD, 
Office  of  Education,  etc.  —  is  also  clear.  And  the  need  to  meet  the  problem 
of  inflation  applies  to  all  those  budgets,  as  well  as  to  the  General  Budget. 
Inflation  in  Switzerland  is  similar  to  that  in  many  other  countries.  The  cost 
of  living  index  in  Switzerland  rose  by  a  little  more  than  40  %  in  the  six 
'years  from  the  beginning  of  1968  to  the  beginning  of  1974.  In  1973  alone, 
influenced  of  course  by  the  oil  crisis,  the  rise  was  1 1 .9  % .  The  Finance 
Committee  will  be  recommending  to  the  Central  Committee  that  all  member 
churches  be  requested  in  the  period  following  the  Fifth  Assembly  to  plan  for 
an  annual  increase  in  contribution  sufficient  to  compensate  the  effects  of 
inflation  and  maintain  the  real  value  of  their  support. 

9.  To  sum  up,  it  is  likely  that  from  1976  onwards  the  General  Budget  of 
the  World  Council  will  be  affected  by  two  factors  which,  combined  together, 


84 


could  have  a  very  serious  effect  on  the  ability  to  maintain  the  size  and  range 
of  its  present  programme  and  activities :  the  unprecedentedly  high  rate  of 
inflation  and  the  growing  inability  of  certain  member  churches  to  continue  to 
make  special  contributions.  Member  churches  in  many  countries  are  facing 
financial  problems  at  this  time  and  are  finding  it  necessary  to  plan  on  the  basis 
of  high  rates  of  inflation  and  to  adjust  their  own  expenditure  budgets  in  the 
light  of  a  re-examination  of  priorities.  It  is  neither  surprising  nor  unreasonable 
that  they  should  ask  the  World  Council  to  act  similarly.  As  the  World  Council 
moves  into  a  new  period  after  the  Fifth  Assembly,  should  it  not  build  its 
financial  planning  on  the  basis  of  a  reasonably  assured,  regular,  normal  income 
and  cease  to  rely  year  after  year  on  raising  special  ad  hoc  extra  contributions  ? 
There  is  no  immediate  emergency,  so  the  World  Council  and  the  member  chur¬ 
ches  now  have  the  opportunity  at  this  meeting  and  early  next  year  to  work 
out  plans  to  meet  the  possible  need  to  adjust  programme  and  to  observe  prior¬ 
ities  in  order  to  meet  the  situation  which  seems  likely  to  arise  in  1976.  Once 
again,  here  is  a  challenge  to  the  World  Council  which,  if  accepted  and  faced 
in  a  creative  and  realistic  spirit,  can  provide  the  opportunity  for  us  to  renew 
ourselves  for  more  effective  service. 
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Appendix  IV 


DOCUMENTS  AVAILABLE  ON  REQUEST* 


Reports  of  Chairman  and  General  Secretary 

Report  of  the  Chairman  to  Central  Committee  (22) 

Report  of  the  General  Secretary  (25) 

Response  to  the  reports  of  the  Chairman  and  General  Secretary  (45b) 

Fifth  Assembly 

Plan  for  the  programme  of  the  Fifth  Assembly  of  the  WCC 

(not  a  Central  Committee  document  but  a  subsequent  staff  paper  reflecting 
the  Central  Committee’s  decision) 

Report  on  Church  Unity 

The  unity  of  the  Church  (26) 

The  Future  of  Man  and  Society  in  a  World  of  Science-based  Technology 

Papers  presented  to  the  World  Conference  on  Science  and  Technology  for 
Human  Development  (published  in  Anticipation,  No.  18,  August  1974) 

Report  of  the  Conference  (published  in  Anticipation,  No.  19,  November  1974) 

Science,  theology  and  the  future  of  man  (37) 

Report  on  the  Humanum  Studies 

The  anguish  of  man,  the  praise  of  God  and  the  repentance  of  the  Church  : 
final  report  on  the  Humanum  Studies  (12) 

Humanum  Studies:  inquiry  into  indigenous  cultural  energies  (12a) 

Speech  by  the  Director  of  the  Humanum  Studies  presenting  the  report  (12b) 

Reference  Committee  I 

Report  of  Unit  I:  Faith  and  witness  (1) 

“What  kind  of  unity”  :  report  of  Salamanca  meeting  1973  (Faith  and  Order 
Paper  69) 

Three  publications  on  the  Commission  on  Faith  and  Order  meeting  in  Accra, 
July  1974  :  Accra  1974  —  documents  and  reports  ;  Minutes ;  Baptism,  the 
Eucharist  and  a  mutually  recognized  Ministry 


*Numbers  in  parentheses  indicate  the  number  of  the  Central  Committee  document 
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Reference  Committee  II 

Report  of  Unit  II :  Justice  and  service  (2) 

Report  of  the  special  committee  on  Church  Investment  Corporation  (10) 
Proposals  concerning  the  continuation  of  the  Programme  to  Combat  Racism 
(32  revised) 

The  WCC  and  international  banking  in  Southern  Africa  (3 1  revised) 

Threats  to  survival  (17  revised) 

The  economic  threat  to  peace  (40) 

Report  of  the  activities  of  the  Fund  for  Reconstruction  and  Reconciliation  in 
Indochina  (8) 

Reference  Committee  III 

Report  of  Unit  III :  Education  and  renewal  (3) 

Report  of  the  Unit  Committee  on  Education  and  Renewal  (34) 

Report  of  Reference  Committee  III  (46  and  46a) 

Familia  ’74:  Tanzania,  15-30  June  1974  (33) 

Report  on  the  Consultation  “Sexism  in  the  1970s :  discrimination  against 
women”,  Berlin  (West),  15-22  June  1974  (15) 

Report  of  the  Ecumenical  Institute  of  Bossey  (5) 

Report  of  the  Portfolio  for  Biblical  Studies  (6) 
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